
   Perseverance has been a trait learned by everyone during the past 
year, and that was demonstrated by the TVHS music programs. As the 
school year approached, it was still unclear how music programs would 
look and if they would get the chance to share their talents this year. 
Both the instrumental and choral music programs were forced to make 
adjustments to make their music seasons a reality.  

   Both groups cited the students’ safety as the main focus when planning 
for this year, which took some creativity and adjustments to make work. For example, marching band students wore specially designed 
masks when playing, used bell covers for instruments and only practiced outside when preparing for marching band season. Show choir 
choreography had to be adjusted to limit close interaction and the students sang in masks. In addition, the hybrid schedule meant not all 
students could be together to rehearse during the school day. They did not allow any of this to affect their enthusiasm though.  

“Our students responded beautifully to the challenges. They remained positive when it would have been easy to complain,” instrumental 
music teacher Stephanie Smith said. “Instead of focusing on what we couldn’t do because of COVID, they chose to celebrate what we 
could do. They appreciated every time we were able to be together rehearsing and performing. They vowed to make special memories 
without taking opportunities for granted.” 

“The students have worked hard all year, even when we weren't sure if anyone would ever get to see the show. We have had less  
rehearsal time, less time in the auditorium, fewer performance opportunities and so many other obstacles, and they have continued to 
work hard and show dedication and growth. Their positive attitudes and strong work ethic have made all the difference,” choral music 
teacher Eric Farrell said. 

“During a year when so much was uncertain, our music programs made adjustments so that they could continue to perform and succeed. 
The students learned lessons that they will take with them long after their time as a part of these programs,” principal John Keel said. 

Both groups will be demonstrating their talents during in person concerts in May. Check the calendar at www.tvsd.us for the dates. 

~If you have questions about “The Talk at Teays” or if you would like to submit information for the next edition,  
contact Julie DeLisio, Director of Communications, at 740.983.5048 or at jdelisio@tvsd.us. 

Music Programs persevere during unique School Year 

School vaccination requirements are an important public health tool to aid in the prevention of vaccine preventable diseases. 
Vaccines can help decrease school days missed and protect students from diseases that can cause serious illness or may be life 
threatening. Ohio Department of Health immunization requirements for school attendance according to the Ohio Revised Code 
(ORC) section 3313.67 and 3313.671 to enter the following grade levels are as follows: 

 Kindergarten: 5-Dtap, 4-Polio, 3-Hepatitis B, 2-MMR & 2-Varicella  12th Grade: MCV4 #2 
 7th Grade: Tdap and MCV4 #1 (meningococcal conjugate vaccine)  
The 2021-2022 immunization exclusion date is set for 10/01/2021. The students’ immunization records must be compliant prior 

to that date. 
Immunizations are mandated by the state and one of the roles of the school nurse is to oversee that these requirements are 

met within the schools. If you have concerns or questions, contact your child’s school nurse. 
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Spring is my favorite season! It is a time of renewal and rebirth. It is a season to welcome 
warmth and move activities from inside to out. It is also the time we begin to wrap up another 
school year and celebrate our students’ accomplishments. 

This year has been like no other. Our staff and students have overcome significant obstacles 
to make this a year of progress and not regress. While many schools across the nation have 
resorted to other avenues of instruction, Teays Valley has been able to offer face to face     
instruction for most of the school year. I am proud and grateful to everyone who helped to 
make that a possibility.  

COVID has taken most of our attention this past year, but many other things have been   
taking place during this time. I would like to highlight a few of those items in this newsletter. 

Instruction - This year brought challenges for staff that required quick adjustments to                  
instructional plans. Over the course of the year our teachers and support staff have learned how 
to serve our students’ needs by developing new digital instructional methods. They have taken a 
“crash course” in digital and remote lesson design and delivery. The overall result is that they can 
utilize these new delivery systems as students have returned to face to face instruction. Our 
teachers are better prepared for the future because they’ve learned to accept, adapt and adjust. 
Our administrators and teachers are also working on instructional opportunities for our students 
to take part in over the summer. These offerings will help students continue to advance                    
academically and supplement learning that may have been lost or delayed due to the pandemic 
and related disruptions. More information about this can be found at https://bit.ly/3cZgtkV. 

Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) - Social and emotional learning is defined as how              
children and adults learn to understand and manage emotions, set goals, show empathy for 
others and establish positive relationships. Focusing on student and staff SEL is a major              
emphasis district-wide both this year and as we had into a new school year. Students and 
teachers have been participating in several exercises to better understand these concepts and 
to reflect on how they perceive these skills in themselves and in their school. Students in 
grades 3-12 took the Panorama survey, which asked them to self-reflect on their personal    
feelings, their feelings about school and their overall sense of belonging. The results are being 
used to target classroom lessons led by school counselors, school-wide goals and initiatives, 
Advisory Period in grades 6-12 and Morning Meetings in grades K-5. 

New Fieldhouse - Over the winter, the construction of our 40,000 square foot fieldhouse has 
been steadily moving forward. Much of the progress has been slowed due to the pandemic and 
shortage of supplies. Nevertheless, many of the foundational pieces are in place and we are 
awaiting the delivery of the steel building, which is scheduled to arrive later in May. The             
expectation is that portions of the fieldhouse will be operable prior to the fall sports season and 
the total project should be completed in early fall. The new fieldhouse will allow our students to 
have access to a large facility that can provide a larger range of practice opportunities and also 
be a place to host other events. In addition, it will offer opportunities for our community   
members to better their health and wellness. 

Finally, most of you have heard the news that I will be retiring on November 1, 2021. It has 
been my pleasure to serve this district over 30 years. In the next newsletter I hope to recap 
some of those years and share some parting thoughts. Until then, I’m still here and we will 
keep moving forward in doing what is best for our students. 

Robin Halley, Superintendent 

2021-2022 School Year 

The 2021-22 school year will begin on Wednesday, August 11. To access the full district calendar 
for the upcoming year, go to the calendar drop down link on the TV home page at www.tvsd.us. 



   Spreading kindness is a central theme at Ashville throughout the school year. An even greater emphasis was placed 
on this when the staff and students celebrated Random Acts of Kindness Week. As a grand finale to the week, students 
took part in a bulb drop throughout the community.   

   “It was an opportunity for students to spread kindness through our community by ‘dropping’ a bulb filled with     
kindness quotes to those who least expected it,” principal Gretchen Weiler said.  

   This idea originated a few years ago from the school’s Student Leadership Team, which is similar to Student Council 
at the secondary level. The students assembled their bulbs during their Big/Little Vikes time, so it allowed them to 
work with their peer buddies.  

   “Not only is this a great way to teach students the importance of spreading kindness, but it is a positive way to bring 
our students together to work on a project together,” Weiler said. “Seeing our older students guide our younger students is always a  
highlight. They learn from each other and enjoy their time together.” 

“I enjoy doing projects like this with my classmates because it makes me feel good knowing I’m making someone happy, and the     
process was really fun since we got to help second graders,” 5th grader Gabby Roberts said. 

“I enjoyed taking part in the bulb drop because I got to spread a kind message to someone I didn’t know. I also got to do an activity 
with younger people and got to meet new people,” 5th grader Bethany Wickline said. 

“My hope is that through implementing school-wide initiatives such as this one, our students realize the impact that one act of kindness, 
even as small as this one, can truly make,” Weiler said. 

A group of 5th grade girls have been taking part in a program that was first introduced at 
Scioto last school year called ROX, which stands for Ruling Our Experiences. The mission of 
ROX is to create generations of confident girls who control their own relationships, experiences, 
decisions and futures. The students meet with school counselor Rebekah Radcliff once a week 
to discuss a variety of topics, including social media, self-esteem, peer relationships, healthy 
communication, coping with stress, personal safety and career awareness.   

During their sessions, they take part in activities such as team building, role-playing and 
self-defense training. These activities offer the girls the opportunity to practice skills they 
learn through ROX and increase their confidence. Radcliff’s goal is for them to learn that they are strong, worthy, unique, smart and in 
control of ruling their own experiences. 

“I hope they learn they have assertive rights to stand up for what they believe in and to make choices that align with their values,”   
Radcliff said. “I hope they learn that empowered girls empower other girls. I also hope they learn to have the confidence to dream big and 
remember to continuously embrace productive discomfort, persevere and have a passion for growth to be the best version of themselves.”  

According to her, research shows a decrease in girls' confidence as they get older. They struggle with the pressure of fitting in, being 
liked, and lack confidence in their academic abilities, so programs such as ROX are vital to help boost their self esteem and self worth.   

“The girls are excited about having a space to talk and to connect with each other,” she said. “It is important for them to know that they 
have a space where their voice is heard.”   

   While parents may remember the days of simply sitting at a desk completing math worksheets, 
math class has evolved to include hands-on activities that even take the students outdoors. These 
lessons are a part of Number Corner, which is a component of the district’s elementary math                   
curriculum, Bridges.  

   Number Corner is a daily routine that provides opportunities, including workouts, for students to 
be exposed to broader mathematical concepts in an engaging, interactive way. It also allows               
students to review, reinforce and extend math concepts, which many times are used in the context 
of a real-world situation, such as gardening. There are a variety of activities for the students to            

participate in, which change every month. Number Corner doesn’t merely cover math though. It is cross-curricular, and subjects such as 
science and social studies are covered in the activities as well.   

As a part of April’s lessons, 2nd grade students planted seeds, which allowed them to enjoy learning outside. The lesson focused on 
measurements, fractions, data collection and finding the areas of rectangles using the context of gardening in raised beds. Students 
planted beans and recorded data on how tall they grew daily. Once a week, each group posted their measurements on a class line plot 
and made observations about the data they collected. Students also made observations to determine a pattern. Finally, the students            
determined the area of various sized rectangles, which helped them build on the concept of multiplication. 

“Many of the lessons that are embedded in Number Corner involve hands-on learning. These activities engage students in exploring, 
developing, testing, discussing and applying mathematical concepts,” 2nd grade teacher Erin Crego said. “Using hands-on activities along 
with a variety of math tools and visual models provides students the chance to understand how mathematical concepts work. Using    
manipulatives and other math tools allows for math concepts to become more concrete for students.” 

Math Curriculum offers unique Lessons 

Building Confidence through ROX Program 

Spreading Kindness through Community Bulb Drop 
   Although students have been faced with a number of changes and adjustments during this unique school 
year, they have continued to respond positively and work hard. To reward their positive actions, Walnut is   
recognizing students in front of their classmates and giving them a chance to spin a prize wheel. 

   Each year, Walnut introduces a new theme to students at the start of the school year. This is a part of their 
PBIS (positive behavioral interventions and support) initiative. This year’s theme is to be a Walnut HERO (Hard 
Working, Encouraging, Respectful, Optimistic). When staff members “catch” students displaying any of these 
traits, they fill out a postcard outlining what the student did to earn recognition. The postcard is then placed in 
the school’s HERO bucket. Each Friday, the cards are read during lunch and students get a chance to spin the 
wheel to win prizes. 

   Students have been recognized for various positive actions, such as picking up trash on the floor when they 
weren't asked, working hard in class, helping another student, improving their attendance and being a good friend. 

One 1st grade student, who has been having a difficult time in class said, “I got to spin the wheel because my teachers said I had a   
really good day. I never got to do anything like that, and it was fun! I like spinning the wheel because it's fun to win cool prizes.”   

A 5th grade student also commented, “It's cool to win prizes, especially the gift cards. It's important to be a Walnut HERO because we 
show the little kids what to do and to be a good role model.” 

“Since incorporating the theme and the incentive wheel, we have seen continued progress of positive behavior in our school,” principal 
Greg Kovack said. “I have enjoyed seeing the kids’ excitement over being recognized. They get really fired up over it every week.” 

East is continually looking for ways to provide students with tools to help them be successful. School    
counselor Mary Langenfeld introduced yoga to the students. According to her, yoga helps to improve the   
their physical, social and emotional well-being and increases academic success. In the fall, she was trained 
through the Youth Yoga Project. The program has two parts, including mindfulness and yoga. The combination 
of the two teaches students to use their breath and body to regulate their mind and nervous system. 

“I’ve been interested in this program for years now since when I was first exposed to it,” Langenfeld said. 
“When we got the funding to be trained, I knew immediately that I wanted to introduce it to our students to not 
only decrease negative behaviors, but to teach them positive mindfulness and coping skills and a new and beneficial way to move their bodies.” 

During yoga, students are taught the benefits of mindfulness, which are to calm stress, nerves and get them in a better state to learn.  

“My goal is for students to use the mindfulness tools from the lessons and apply them to their day to day life to improve their well-being 
and their academic performance,” Langenfeld said. “It is important to introduce students to unique activities like this because I want to give 
them more and more skills they can keep in their personal tool bag to use whenever they need them. There are a lot of evidence-based 
benefits of the program that include better focus and memory, increased academic performance, decreased stress and so much more.” 

Yoga can also be incorporated in other areas. Through the Youth Yoga Project, Langenfeld received a guide for mindfulness and high 
stakes testing, which she introduced to 6th grade students before they began their State tests.  

“The students reported feeling more knowledgeable in how they can use mindfulness to decrease stress as well as increase their positive 
thinking towards the tests,” she said. 

   This year has looked different, but that has not stopped the spirit of giving back to the community that has 
been instilled in the students. The National Junior Honor Society recently sponsored a food drive for the Ashville 
Food Pantry through which 1,800 items were collected, including 550 jars of peanut butter. The food drive was      
organized to help support the food pantry for the Easter holiday and families during spring break. 

   While some projects had to be put on hold this school year due to restrictions, NJHS students worked to make 
this one a success. 

   “They were overwhelmed with the amount of food, especially peanut butter, that was donated,” NJHS advisor 
Missy Adkins said. 

   It is her hope that projects like this will teach all students the importance of giving back. 

“I hope the students learned that they can impact the community with simple acts of kindness,” she said. “By bringing in food items, 
they were able to bless many others.”  

Students must meet specific criteria to be a part of the National Junior Honor Society, which is built on five pillars, including citizenship, 
leadership, service, character and scholarship. Once students are selected to become part of NJHS, they are required to maintain a 3.5 
GPA, complete a group community service project and individual community service hours, as well as attend and participate in group 
meetings.  

“I am beyond proud of all of the West students for their support and help in this food drive. This was the first food drive the NJHS kids 
have sponsored and the West students and staff set the bar pretty high for next year,” Adkins said. 

West gives back through NJHS Food Drive 

Classroom Yoga teaches students new Skills 

Recognizing Positive Behavior through PBIS Initiative 


