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School and Illnesses: When should your child stay home? 

Parents often have trouble determining whether their child is too ill to go to school. The following guidelines will help you 

decide. Your child is too ill to attend school if he/she seems very tired and needs bed rest (common with flu symptoms), has 

been vomiting or diarrhea, becomes short of breath or has an increase in wheezing during normal activity, has a cough that 

interrupts normal activity, has a fever over 100 degrees F, has pain from earache, headache, sore throat, has yellow or green 

drainage from eye(s) or breaks out in a rash.   

We are still seeing cases of: pertussis (whooping cough), influenza and strep throat throughout the district. Ask your 

healthcare provider when you are not sure about keeping your child home or contact your school nurse for advice. 

From the Nurses 

Pathways offer students courses to prepare for their Futures 

The first quality listed in our “Profile of a Graduate” states “A Teays Valley graduate is prepared for 

success in college, the military and/or work.” One way the high school is striving to prepare students 

for their next steps after graduation is by offering career pathway courses. These courses provide 

students with skills to make them employable or transition them to additional educational                  

opportunities. They are designed to allow students to develop high-demand career skills, save time 

and money after high school or simply explore an area of interest. This upcoming school year, TVHS 

will offer pathway options in agriculture, biomedical, business, computer science and engineering. 

“These career pathways allow students to get a jump start into their career choice and allow them 

to have a focus area that can open doorways to their future,” TVHS counselor Julie Samlow said.   

Students have the option to begin a pathway as a freshman and move through all of the courses 

offered in that pathway throughout their high school career. They also have the option to take a 

single course as an elective. The students who choose to take a course each year will complete high 

school with coursework that may lead to college credit.  

“Many of the programs have articulated credit, which means that they will not need to take the 

course when they arrive at college and some of the courses are transcript college credit, which means that it appears on an 

actual college transcript,” Samlow said.   

Staff members have reached out to local businesses and universities to form partnerships relating to these pathways. 

“We partner with local business for many of the projects because we want the students to actually experience what the                    

expectations and real world problems will be in their area of focus,” Samlow said. “We also partner with local colleges to                   

determine the curricular needs of the students as they move forward to earn the certification and degrees.” 

While students are encouraged to start exploring offerings through the pathways as early as their freshman year, students in all 

levels can benefit from these courses. 

“I believe students should begin a pathway to help them make better career choices. High school is about exploring options 

and deciding what works best for their intellect and their aptitudes. Exploring your options with a pathway allows you the   

ability to try new things and either determine this is your passion, or not, in some cases,” Samlow said. “Students and parents 

should contact the counselors for more information about these offerings.” 
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Important 

Dates 

    This year I have had the privilege to conduct a Leadership Cohort. Almost 50 staff members have 

participated in these sessions over the year. These hour long monthly meetings have focused on many 

of the key components of effective leadership. Serving, communicating, goal setting, visioning,      

delegating, inspiring, reflecting and accountability were all major topics of discussion.   

    We ran out of time in most of these meetings. As we talked about the readings and the research 

surrounding the topics listed above, many of the participants had plenty of life lessons to share with 

our group. The lessons surrounded the accomplishments and failures of leaders we had known and 

lessons that came from our own experiences where we were responsible for leadership. We all agreed 

upon the fact that at some time and in some way we are all called upon to be leaders. 

    “We are all leaders” is one of the guiding principles of the Teays Valley Local School District. We are     

responsible for providing protection, direction and encouragement to those that follow. We are also 

committed to being examples of caring and serving leaders. This is a characteristic that we desire to 

portray as a staff so that our students can see first hand that leadership is not a position as much as it 

is an opportunity to influence and serve others. We want our students to understand that it is a       

privilege to protect, encourage and serve others. 

    I see this principle lived out each day in our district. I see administrators that build relationships 

and create environments where our staff and students can succeed and thrive. I see teachers and aides 

that deliver knowledge and build understanding for our students. I see counselors that listen and   

connect our kids to appropriate resources. I see cooks, secretaries, bus drivers and custodians that 

encourage our kids, offer up smiles and pat them on the back. I see all of our staff outside the school 

day cheering on our students in various events. I see coaches who not only stress athletic competition, 

but work to build character, integrity and leadership. 

    I witness our students serving as leaders as well. We have student leadership groups beginning in 

our elementary schools, then continuing through to the high school level. I also see students taking on 

leadership roles in their classrooms, in extra-curricular groups and on the athletic fields. It is nearly 

impossible to walk through a school and not see signs for various community service projects, many 

of which are student-led. From as early on as elementary school, staff members are instilling in our 

students the importance of giving back to our community and those in need. The students use their 

leadership skills to make positive contributions to their schools and the community. 

    It is important to me as the leader of the district that all of our staff and students believe that they 

are leaders. This idea can look different for each individual though because we all have our own    

manner in which we lead. I value the idea that every Viking knows that he or she has the capacity to 

lead in some way and to be a person who inspires positive change. 

        Robin Halley, Superintendent 

Continuous Improvement Plan 2018-2019 

This year Teays Valley rolled out a Learning Management System (LMS) for students in grades 4-12 called 

Schoology. Digital course content can be delivered to students through the Schoology platform.             

Schoology integrates educational apps such as Google Apps, Khan Academy, video and communication 

tools into one dashboard for students. It has many components that require professional development 

for teachers. The district CIP goal is that all teachers are proficient with Schoology basics such as posting 

assignments, organizing course content so it is easy to navigate, using Schoology for digital submissions 

whenever reasonable and using the update feature for students and parents by the conclusion of the 

2018-2019 school year. Teachers will continue to take part in additional Schoology training as a part of 

Viking Academy during the summer of 2019 and during 2019-2020 early release days. 



 Ashville Elementary School 

Students enjoy Week Long Celebration of Dr. Seuss 

Dr. Seuss is a beloved author by all ages, but he is especially popular at the elementary 

schools. In honor of Dr. Seuss’s birthday, it has become an annual tradition to       

celebrate Dr. Seuss week at South Bloomfield. The students and staff dress in a                  

different theme each day that correlates with various Dr. Seuss books. 

According to first grade teacher Heather Bartholow, they plan this each year to                 

encourage a love of literacy with the students.  

“The whole school was full of excitement each morning when they walked in dressed as the theme for the day,” Bartholow said. “The 

students enjoy the fun and creative stories that were written by Dr. Seuss. Many of the books have life lessons that are learned and 

discussed throughout the week.” 

In addition to dressing up, each grade level incorporated Dr. Seuss into their learning in some way. 

“Dr. Seuss books are important at the elementary level because young kids can learn so much from them. Most of the books include 

rhyming words that are important for young kids to hear and read,” Bartholow said. “They learned that Dr. Seuss, as well as other  

authors and illustrators, work many hours on a book before it's ready to be published. They were amazed to learn that even famous 

authors and illustrators have to revise their work many times.” 

“Dr. Seuss week has become a fun tradition at South Bloomfield. I am grateful to our teachers for continuing to find ways to make 

learning fun for our students,” principal Bruce Bryant said. “This is just another example of the creative ways they keep our students 

engaged and excited about coming to school.” 

Kindness Spread through Ashville Drop Day 

At Ashville, this year’s motto is “Be a World Changer.” Students have been taught that this starts 

through simple gestures right at their school then builds from there. Recently, staff and students 

participated in Random Acts of Kindness Week, which was organized by the student leadership 

team. They dressed in various themes each day centered around promoting kindness. 

In addition, they spread kindness throughout the community by leaving a kindness bulb for 

unsuspecting recipients. The students worked in their big/little Vikes pairs to create a bulb that 

they filled with a handwritten message and paper hearts. Students were then encouraged to 

choose a random person to give it to or to leave for them to find. 

“I enjoyed the kindness drop. My favorite part and one reason I liked it was because they smiled and I could tell I made them happy. 

That feels really good,” fifth grade student Katie Lowe said. 

“I learned that you can spread kindness in many different ways,” fifth grade student Haylie Stultz said. “Just a small act of kindness 

can make someone’s day.” 

“Our ‘Ashville Drop Day’ was a hit. Pictures began to appear on Facebook from recipients who found our bulbs and our Ashville   

students distributing them in our community, including one from a teacher in Florida who planned to share our idea with her      

students,” principal Gretchen Weiler said. “Our hope is that each student gained a bit of confidence, made a positive memory and 

realized that one small act of kindness makes a big difference.” 

Scioto Elementary School 

South Bloomfield Elementary School 

Scioto Student Celebrated through Pennies for Patients Campaign 

For the past eight years, students and staff at Scioto have worked to raised funds for the Pennies for Patients campaign, which is a 

science-based, service learning program that connects schools with local blood cancer patients. It provides life skills to participants 

and allows students to see the impact they are making in the lives of others in their community. This year’s campaign was in honor 

of Scioto kindergarten student, Eli Bogner, who is fighting leukemia. 

Pennies for Patients is organized by the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS), which is the world’s largest non-profit health organization 

dedicated to finding cures for blood cancers. According to the LLS, by participating in Pennies for Patients, teachers have opportunities 

to incorporate a unique STEM curriculum into their classrooms that give students an insider's look into LLS-funded research and 

where their money gets invested.  

This year, they raised $4,200, which brings their total since 2011 to $28,500. 

“This fundraiser is done each year at Scioto because the organization of it helps students connect with the service. There have also 

been students over the years, including this year, that are battling Leukemia. This makes the donations closer to home,” principal 

Devin Anderson said. 

Not only are students helping those in the community, but Anderson said they learn lessons through it that go beyond the classroom. 

“They learn that even small contributions that we make together can make a big impact,” she said. “Also, they see that some kiddos 

have big battles they are navigating every day and we have the opportunity to be a part of contributing to medical advancement.”   

One of the guiding principles at Teays Valley is “We are all leaders.” This is something we believe is true for both our staff members, 

as well as our students. A group of around 40 Teays Valley East and West Middle School students recently attended a Student               

Leadership Summit, which was put on by the Ohio Middle Level Association, to enhance and celebrate their leadership skills.  

Through this summit, students from across central Ohio came together to discuss how to make their school a better place to live and 

learn. Roy Hall, president and founder of the Driven Foundation, served as the keynote speaker. Following his presentation, students 

participated in team building and problem solving activities and were introduced to resolution strategies. Each school then had the 

chance to come together at the end to plan next steps for their school. 

“Our students identified their strengths as leaders and learned to better understand how to be confident in who they are, making 

good choices and helping to be a leader in their building,” East principal Shannon Helser said.   

According to West principal Mike Kauffeld, not only did he encourage his students to attend to strengthen their leadership skills, but 

he sees value in providing the students an opportunity to collaborate with students from other schools.   

“You discover each school has its own set of challenges. Together, we can identify those challenges and brainstorm strategies for 

improvement,” he said. “They were inspired and excited to discuss how we can be a better school for all students.” 

“It was a great opportunity to train our leaders and encourage them to be confident in who they are during a time in their life that 

can be challenging,” Helser said. 

She noted that middle school is a time when it is especially important for students to feel like they fit in, which can make it challenging 

to stand up as a leader. 

“They need to be confident in who they are and find ways to do the right things even though it may not always be popular.” she said. 

“Giving them opportunities to be with peers who have similar beliefs and ideas helps to spread positivity and build a strong culture 

throughout the school.” 

“At this age students are finding out all kinds of new thing about themselves. One of them needs to be that they can lead positive 

change,” Kauffeld said. “They also learn from other students that leadership takes many forms and they can explore their own talents 

and gifts as leaders.” 

“I learned how to be a person of significance, stepping out and showing myself as a leader. I am glad that I attended because I 

learned how to put myself out there, show myself as a leader and influence others to be leaders too,” West seventh grade student 

Simon Lupfer said. 

“The students enjoyed the day, loved the speaker and enjoyed sharing suggestions on how we can improve our school building and 

culture,” Helser said. 

TV East Middle School 

Walnut Elementary School 
Author Visit sparks Creativity 

One tradition that has withstood the test of time at the Teays Valley elementary schools for the 

last 30 years is the annual author visit. This year, Walnut hosted author/illustrator Steve Harpster.  

“We've had some wonderful visitors over the years and I think the exposure to people who write 

and illustrate for a living is a valuable experience for our students. We've had a wide variety of 

people who've shared their unique stories of hard work and success with our students and staff. 

I hope that as people look at the author wall in our building, they realize how fortunate we are 

that every year we are able to have such talented authors and illustrators visit us,” librarian Mary 

Perdew said. 

This year’s visit was unique because Harpster’s presentation included a drawing element. He 

taught the students how he creates the illustrations for his books and they drew along with him.  

“I had no idea that he would create so much excitement,” Perdew said. “Kids loved drawing with 

his books and videos from the very beginning, and his books have not been on the library shelves since his visit.” 

Harpster also incorporated a family drawing night, which was open to all Walnut students and their families. 

“Our family night was designed to get kids and parents drawing together in a fun, relaxed atmosphere. We were jam packed in the       

cafeteria on one of the coldest Friday evenings of the winter. Both parents and students were having a great time drawing,” Perdew said. “I 

hope that people left that evening realizing that anyone can draw and that drawing is an activity that can be enjoyed by the entire family.” 

TV Middle School students attend Leadership Summit 


