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I hope this winter newsletter finds you coping well with the weather and the isolation that 

has been a by-product of the pandemic. We have been able to move all of our students to      

in-person learning five days a week. The good news is that our COVID positivity rate has been 

very low for students and staff. The first round of COVID vaccines were administered to all 

staff that desired to be vaccinated on February 11. The second round will be administered to 

those same staff members on March 11. 

The pandemic has been a challenge for everyone. We all have our own stories of how we 

have faced this time of adversity. This has been a time where many have experienced the loss 

of freedom and opportunities to which we are accustomed. But, the pandemic has also created 

some very positive outcomes that have been visible in the Teays Valley School District. These 

positive outcomes have been demonstrated by both our staff and students. 

First, we have learned to do hard things. The pandemic created lots of obstacles as to how 

we could continue delivering an excellent education to our students. We were used to teaching 

students in person. We had to work to develop something new and different from the norm. 

Administrators and teachers spent countless hours, days and weeks working to develop new 

ideas. They then put those ideas into strategies and put those strategies into a delivery               

system. What looked to be insurmountable has now become a new way of doing education. 

Secondly, we learned to adapt to the challenges and create new paths. Sometimes it takes a 

shove to make us creative thinkers. Planning and creating lessons took a new path. Teachers had 

to think outside the box and stretch their imagination to offer instruction that could be delivered 

in person or online. Teachers envisioned, collaborated and established a new path of learning. 

Thirdly, we have learned we can use adversity to build a better future. The response to the 

challenge has made all of us better. It has created more confidence in our ability to adjust and 

it has made us better at meeting the needs of all of our students. We can now see more          

opportunities for the future because we have built bridges that did not exist before. We have a 

better future because we now know that we can face adversity and respond to the adversity in 

resourceful ways. 

I want to commend our staff and students for their tenacity and courage that they have 

demonstrated throughout this school year. They have faced some very uncertain times and 

have shown genuine commitment and determination throughout it all. In the midst of all this 

our attendance rates have actually been higher than previous “normal” school years. 

I would like to thank our community for all of your support throughout this year. Unfortunately, 

much of our community has not been able to attend many extracurricular activities this year, but 

we hope as things improve we will be able to include more spectators and guests. Our winter 

sports teams have done very well in spite of the stops and starts that quarantine has often    

imposed. Congratulations to the TVHS teams who were Mid-State League champions, which   

included boys bowling, boys swimming and wrestling. Freshman wrestler Ava Miller also deserves 

special recognition for becoming the first TV female wrestler to qualify for the State tournament.  

As we kick off our final nine weeks of the school year, lets finish this year strong with the ALL 

In attitude that has carried us through this unique and challenging year. 

Robin Halley, Superintendent 

Remote Learning Days 

There will be district-wide remote learning days on Thursday, March 11 and Friday, March 12. 

Students will not report to the buildings on these days. All assignments will be accessed through 

Schoology or will be sent home. If you have any questions, contact your child’s teacher(s). 



  Educating students is more than simply sharing lessons from a textbook. It also includes growing them socially and 

emotionally. One way that is happening at Ashville is through the introduction of the Big Life Journal. All fifth grade 

students received a journal, which was introduced to them by school counselor Ronna Brisker. According to Brisker, it 

is a journal that helps students develop strong social-emotional and growth mindset skills through stories, illustrations 

and activities. The fifth grade teaching team will be covering a chapter a week for approximately ten weeks.   

   “Fifth grade is an extra special year,” Brisker said. “It is their final year in elementary school. They are the leaders of 

the school and are in preparation to become middle schoolers. This journal is one step in preparation for middle school.” 

 The books were provided through a grant awarded to the district’s counseling department and will be used at the   

elementary and middle schools. 

“Our hope is that through the book they learn to better believe in themselves, understand why being unique is important, learn ways to 

share kindness and have a growth mindset to believe they can learn and achieve any goal,” Brisker said. 

The students have responded positively to their journals. “They were really excited to receive it. Some students shared parts of the 

book that seemed interesting to them, For example, a short story titled ‘Keep Dreaming and Believing,’ journaling in a kindness tracker, 

listing kind words you can say to yourself and how challenges make you stronger.” 

Brisker has also introduced yoga to the students as another tool to regulate their social and emotional needs. 

“Our students are very good at knowing what their feelings are, but just like adults, we all need tools and strategies to help us stay 

calm and in control of all emotions. Yoga and mindfulness easily teach those types of tools,” Brisker said.   

Fostering a lifelong love of reading is a daily goal at Scioto. One way they recently promoted reading was by participating 

in World Read Aloud Day. According to assistant principal Kylie Ringhiser, for the past 12 years, World Read Aloud Day 

has called attention to the importance of grabbing a book, listening to a story and growing a passion for reading. It is 

celebrated in 173 countries and is a day that brings people together through stories. 

Scioto expanded on this day by celebrating a week full of events centered around reading. They held virtual staff read 

alouds, a door decorating contest and dressed like their favorite book character. Staff also had authors read aloud to 

their classrooms virtually. The PTO sponsored a book raffle and books were being given away to students every day for 

two weeks to recognize their efforts to read.  

“We planned this week because we know the importance of building strong reading muscles and how making small 

changes can have big results,” Ringhiser said. “This experience helped to bring more awareness about reading both at 

school and at home. This year more than ever we need connection and a shared experience in our communities.”  

While this was Scioto’s first time participating in this event, the staff and students’ responses impressed both Ringhiser and principal 

Bruce Bryant. From the door decorating contest, which brightened the halls, to the creative outfits to dress like characters, books came to 

life both in person and in the hallways. 

“We hope that students learned that reading is an ongoing journey, builds community and connects us to each other. Developing a    

passion for reading and being exposed to read alouds helps them to become lifelong learners,” Ringhiser said. “Activities such as this bring 

attention to not only the importance to reading, but becoming passionate about books.  Books can connect us to the outside world.    

Reading isn't something that just happens within our school walls, but it connects us worldwide.”   

   The staff and students celebrated Random Acts of Kindness Day in February with a  

weeklong kindness-themed spirit week. A few themes included “don’t hide your kindness,” 

where they dressed in camouflage and they wore pajamas on “dream of kindness” day. 

Throughout the week, students were encouraged to spread kindness randomly, requesting 

no favor or gratitude in return. Each day, an announcement was made to challenge the 

students and staff to do a random act of kindness and the reason behind it.  

   “The intention was for students to find fulfillment in showing kindness to others and     

experience the positive impact kindness radiates. I hope they will continue to choose kindness 

every day in every place,” school counselor Brooke Adkins said. “Spirit weeks help to bring 

awareness to a specific event, cause or topic in a fun, spirited style. When learning is engaging 

and fun, students tend to retain information better because the process is memorable. And, most importantly, the world needs kindness, so 

exposing children at a young age to the contagion of caring for others, is most definitely an avenue to promote quality future citizens.” 

The idea of spreading kindness is something that is focused on throughout the year. For example, the PTO purchased kindness posters 

to put in bathroom stalls and throughout the building so the theme of spreading kindness is visible in all areas of the building. In addition, 

they built a kindness tree in the hallway, which each student and staff member decorated with definitions of kindness, ways to show  

kindness through words and pictures and random acts of kindness they have witnessed or performed. Recently, a student asked to create 

a kindness club. A group of students have begun meeting with the goal to be secret kindness agents for the school. They plan to perform 

random acts of kindness for staff and students throughout the rest of the year. 

“Educating our students is not just about lessons in their books, but also encouraging them to be kind, helpful kids, who continue to 

show empathy as they grow into adults. We work to do that every day, especially during weeks like this,” principal Allison Swanger said. 

Spreading Kindness through Spirit Week and Beyond 

Fostering a Love of Reading through World Read Aloud Day 

Big Life Journal teaches Social-Emotional Lessons 



   Walnut fifth grade students have the opportunity to be transported to Mars from the comfort of their classroom 

through a lesson in science teacher Ginny Fee’s classroom. Fee received a giant Mars map that expands across the 

entire classroom floor through a grant affiliated with Buzz Aldrin’s ShareSpace Foundation and Purdue University.  

   One of the required standards for fifth grade students is space tools and technology. According to Fee, the map   

enhances the curriculum by providing a realistic experience as students research lander sites, study the terrain 

and prepare for future missions. It complements the current curriculum through the 5E learning cycle, which is 

engage, explore, explain, expand and evaluate.   

   “I have witnessed student enthusiasm when they get to ‘walk on Mars’ for the day and realize the size               

comparison of the United States with the red planet. This year is especially exciting because the newest Mars 

rover, Perseverance, landed on the red planet in February,” Fee said. 

Fee also collaborated with art teacher Sarah Gaal this year to incorporate science and space with an art project. Students applied what 

they learned about the solar system to create a “Falling through Space” project. The students took what they had learned in science 

about the solar system and used it to inform their art. They used chalk pastels to depict the planets, added stars by spraying white paint 

and foreshortening drawing skills to draw their figures. 

“Our Ohio hero, John Glenn, once said, ‘The most important thing we can do is inspire young minds and to advance the kind of science, 

math and technology education that will help youngsters take us to the next phase of space travel.’ It is my hope that the Mars map 

would be the inspiration for the students in the Teays Valley School District as well as the surrounding counties. If a teacher would like to 

borrow the map, please contact me at ggebhart@tvsd.us to schedule,” Fee said. 

A group of students are gaining real world experience and skills through a new coffee shop at East. Every 

Friday, the students take coffee and hot cocoa orders from staff members, then help to prepare and deliver 

them throughout the building. Intervention specialist Christine Brown worked to create the project for her   

students, and since it’s inception, the students have continued to take on more responsibilities.  

“I decided that I wanted to make sure that vocational and life skills were a big portion of my classroom   

program,” Brown said. “My students, no matter the ability, all need skills to be able to be as independent as 

possible as an adult. It may seem like they are young, and adulthood is far away, but believe me it will come 

so fast for these children.”   

According to Brown, the coffee shop is still in its beginning stages, but her goal is to continue to expand it. At the beginning, she      

handled more of the responsibilities, but the students are continually building on their skills and involvement and are learning more than 

simply the tasks of delivering the coffee or collecting the money. 

“This is an important skill for their future as an adult,” she said. “To be able to have conversations with people, to have responsibility 

and to hold a job. They are learning how to respond and deal with mistakes and to feel a sense of purpose. This is a small step towards a 

possible future job or career and they are learning by doing.” 

The students have responded positively to this new responsibility. “The students love doing the coffee cart. They love to interact with 

the staff and they love this job,” Brown said. “They may not be able to tell you what they love about it, but I know that they feel like they 

have an important purpose on Friday mornings. When we do not get to do coffee cart, they get disappointed.” 

“It has been exciting to see these students flourish with this new responsibility and opportunity,” principal Shannon Hesler said. 

During a unique school year for students, West teacher Mark Louks spearheaded a project to remind them that they 

all matter by bringing the “WhyYouMatter campaign to West. Through this initiative, students shared the reasons 

why they felt they mattered to the school, their family, friends or themselves. Each student came up with his/her 

own statement and pictures were taken of all of the students holding up their statements. The students returned 

from winter break to see their pictures displayed throughout the school.  

Louks began planning for this project last school year with help from a grant from the TV Educational Foundation. 

“When I initially thought about bringing the project to West, I had originally planned on it taking place during a 

normal school year, mask free, every student in the classrooms every day of the week,” he said. “I thought this 

would be a perfect project for middle school students to self-reflect and know of their importance. Now, add in the 

pandemic, masks, uncertainty of the school year and what days each kid should be here, I felt this was even more of a need.”  

Both the staff and students responded positively to the project. “There were a lot of really well thought out responses and not a single 

student refused to take their picture and a vast majority of them were thrilled to take their masks off, followed by a big smile,” Louks 

said. “The staff that I get the opportunity to work with every day were absolute rock stars. Everyone was willing to help in any way    

possible. Whether it was introducing the project, allowing kids to leave their class to help me or take their pictures, they were a massive 

help. Some of the staff members, including myself, had a really hard time coming up with what to write on their board because they 

knew the importance of the project and what it would mean to their students.”  

Louks hopes this is a project that will be continued in future years. 

“I hope this project continues to allow the students to know that West is a place that cares for each and every one of them. We spend a 

lot of time making sure that our culture is geared towards the betterment of each and every student, and I feel like this project carries 

that idea,” he said. 

#WhyYouMatter Campaign inspires Staff and Students 

Coffee Shop teaches Skills beyond the Classroom 

Exploring Mars from inside the Classroom 



   Students at TVHS have the opportunity to enroll in a wide variety of courses that will benefit 

them long after they leave the halls of Teays Valley. One skill that some of our students are 

working to master includes welding. In fact, a group of TVHS students plan to showcase their 

skills by taking the welding certification test through the American Welding Society (AWS). Upon 

obtaining the certification, students will have transferable credentials that can be used in      

manufacturing or metal fabrication industries.   

   The AWS accredited testing facility is located at Columbus State Community College. Students 

spent a day there taking part in orientation. Welding instructors explained the procedures and 

specific welds that students will need to produce for certification. Students had the opportunity to 

practice on the same welding equipment that will be utilized for the certification test, which they 

will take in April. 

Welding is taught through the agricultural program in the junior mechanical principles course, then senior students are given time in 

the welding lab to improve their welding skills as well. According to ag teacher Barry Fee, the skills learned through welding can be used 

in a number of professions, as well as at home. For example, students have the opportunity to secure jobs as assemblers, fabricators,     

boilermakers, machinists, sheet metal workers, plumbers, pipefitters and jewelers. They can also use their skills working on farm and 

lawn equipment and automotive and plumbing projects.  

“If you look at the overall job outlook and demand for welders, you will find that welding is one of the fastest growing professions in 

America,” Fee said. 

Welding is only one piece of the course. The mechanical principles class is a course that teaches students about basic mechanical    

repairs, such as residual electricity, plumbing, construction, automotive, small engine and welding.   

“Knowing how to do simple mechanical repairs will allow the student to be more self-reliant as an adult and even save them some 

money,” Fee said. “I am excited to see the students demonstrate some of their skills during the welding certification test.” 

~If you have questions about “The Talk at Teays” or if you would like to submit information for the next edition,  

contact Julie DeLisio, Director of Communications, at 740.983.5048 or at jdelisio@tvsd.us. 

Students showcase Welding Skills through Certification Test 

Kindergarten registration for the 2021-2022 school year will be completed online this year. To register your child for                      

kindergarten, create an account at https://teaysvalley.esvportal.com/CreateAccount.aspx, then complete all of the forms. Once 

this is completed, the following documents will need to be provided to your child’s school through the mail, email or fax: 

•   Birth Certificate       •   Custody papers, if appropriate 

•   Court placement documents, if appropriate    •   Shot records 

•   Parent/Guardian ID       •   Proof of residency, including a copy of rental/lease agreement or  

              mortgage coupon AND two bills to verify address of residence (utility, 

              insurance, etc...) 

More information about kindergarten registration can be found on the TV homepage at www.tvsd.us. 

Kindergarten Registration 2021-2022 


