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Career Schools offer Students a different avenue for their Education 

At TVHS, a major focus is to provide a variety of learning opportunities to 

best fit the students’ needs and interests. One unique opportunity that    

juniors and seniors have is to attend Eastland-Fairfield Career and Technical 

Schools. This school year, 87 TVHS students are attending one of the career 

centers and are a part of 20 different programs offered there. While they 

spend their days at the career center, they are still TVHS students with the 

option to participate in extra-curricular and athletic opportunities at TVHS. 

In order to attend one of the career centers, students must apply to the program they wish to take part in and are accepted on 

a limited basis based on a specific amount of spots for each program. 

According to its website, Eastland-Fairfield Career & Technical Schools strives to offer high-tech, in-demand programs in order 

to better position students for a successful future. The district offers nearly 40 high school programs. In addition to traditional 

career and technical programs, such as Auto Technology, Welding and Cosmetology, it offers many programs designed                   

specifically for students who intend to continue their education at a college or university. Two new programs for next school 

year include Pharmacy Technician and Animal Management and Services. 

“The career center offers students opportunities to have a skill when they graduate that will allow them to find career                     

opportunities that a traditional student may not have. In addition, these students are prepared for college, and while attending 

college, can use their skill to earn more money instead of a minimum wage job,” guidance counselor Julie Samlow said. “Today’s 

career centers are innovative and offer a challenging curriculum to prepare students for their futures, whether that be college or 

working in our communities. At Teays Valley, we are fortunate to partner with one of the elite career centers in Ohio.”  

The career center has begun screening applicants for next school year. First round applications were due February 2, but    

students can still apply for the second round. Parents must be a part of the application process and can help their student apply 

by going to www.eastlandfairfield.com. If students need additional information, contact Julie Samlow at jsamlow@tvsd.us.  

Teays Valley High School 

Kindergarten Registration 

Kindergarten Registration will be taking place at all of the elementary schools in March.   

Students must be 5 years old on or before August 1, 2018, to register for the 2018-2019 school year. 

          Ashville Elementary —March 13, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. & 5-7 p.m.             Scioto Elementary —March 8, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.            

          S Bloomfield Elementary —March 14, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. & 5-7 p.m.     Walnut Elementary —March 15, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. & 5-7 p.m.            
 

Please pick up a registration packet at your child’ s school prior to the registration date or print on e from the TV website: 
www.tvsd.us. Packets will be available on all of th e schools’ home pages. Bring the completed packet t o registration day.  

To register a child for kindergarten, you will need  to bring the following items to the school office:   
1. Birth Certificate; 2. Custody papers, if appropriate; 3. Court placement documents, if appropriate; 4. Proof of residency, including a copy of      

rental/lease agreement or mortgage coupon AND two bills to verify address of residence (utility, insurance, etc...); 5. Shot records; 6. Personal ID 

Contact assistant superintendent Kyle Wolfe at the board office at 740.983.5011 if you have questions.  
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Plans underway to go 1-to-1 with Technology at Teays Valley 

February  

7 Parent/Teacher  
Conferences @  
Middle Schools & HS 

8 Parent/Teacher  
Conferences @  
Elementaries 

14 Parent/Teacher  
Conferences @  
Elementaries 

15 Parent/Teacher  
Conferences @  
Middle Schools & HS 

19 No School 

26 Board of Education 
Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

March  

9 End of 3rd 9 Weeks 

17 TV Educ Foundation 
Auction, 6:30 p.m. 

19 Board of Education 
Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

26 Spring Break Begins 
- No School March 
26-30 

April  

20 Early Release Day 

23 Board of Education 
Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

May 

5 TVHS Prom 

20 TVHS Commencement 

Board of Education 

Charlie Morrison, Pres. 

Kevin Archer, V.P. 

Jimmy Gloyd 

Karen Karshner 

William McGowan  

Important 

Dates 
    Teays Valley Schools has been consistently adding technology in classrooms for many years. We 

are committed to providing students with a technology rich learning environment in order to     

ensure that all students have the opportunity to develop the 21st century skills necessary to be  

productive citizens in an information-driven, global society. The district has invested significant 

dollars into purchasing Chromebooks over the last several years. Classroom teachers have been 

integrating technology into their lessons so that the use of a device is becoming as common as 

paper and pencil, which allows teachers and students a new way to reach previously unreachable 

learning outcomes. 

    Over the course of the next few years, Teays Valley has a goal of ensuring that all students have 

access to the technology needed to engage in 21st century learning. In many grades this will mean 

that each student has his or her own Chromebook provided by the district. That Chromebook will 

follow the student for up to four years, then will be replaced or repurposed.   

    The goal of putting technology directly into the hands of our students is to make learning a  

more personal, engaging and rigorous experience. Integrating technology into the curriculum will 

increase academic opportunities for Problem Based Learning. This plan will provide students     

access to a device at all times in all classes and it will increase 21st century technology and learning 

skills for all students and staff. The overarching goal will be to improve student achievement and 

academic growth.   

    Researchers have found that 1-to-1 technology programs on average had a statistically                   

significant positive impact on student test scores in English/language arts, writing, math and    

science. Other positive benefits included increased student technology use, more student-centered 

and project-based instruction, greater student engagement and better relationships between     

students and teachers. 

    The goal for the district will be to place a device in the hands of every student in grades 6 

through 12 and have devices readily available for all elementary students by the fall of 2020. There 

is currently a plan in place to upgrade all infrastructure to support all devices. These upgrades will 

take place during the summer of 2018 and device roll-out will begin in August of 2018. Continue 

to watch for additional information about the district’s 1:1 plan and opportunities to provide    

feedback over the next several months. 

            ~Robin Halley, Superintendent 

Continuous Improvement Plan 2017-2018 

Teays Valley is committed to providing programming and an academic experience that prepares       

students for 21st century careers and citizenship. One of the goals in the district’s continuous                         

improvement plan is to implement high school courses that align with the goals of the vision of a 21st 

century student. Over the last two years several career pathways have been added at the high school 

including new computer science, engineering and business courses. In addition, the high school has 

added an elective called global issues. This course prepares students to be global citizens in an        

interdependent world. Beginning with the class of 2020, all Teays Valley students will be required to 

take a semester course their junior year that will focus on college and/or career skills. In this course 

they will learn personal finance (e.g., banking, money management, credit card interest, etc.) and other 

life skills to prepare them for life beyond TVHS. 



 
Ashville Elementary School 

Students recognized for Making a Difference 

At South Bloomfield, the students are encouraged to demonstrate the school’s motto, which is to 

"take care of yourself, take care of others and take care of the school.” To recognize the students 

who are living out this motto, the staff created the Viking Award.  

“The Viking Award was established to encourage all kids to make a difference in their school and 

make a positive impact in other people's lives,” 4th grade teacher Meghen Goodrich said. “It was 

designed to uplift and recognize those students who do amazing things here at SBE and also to 

motivate and encourage others students to start making a difference in the world around them.”  

When staff members see a student making a positive difference, they write their name on a Viking 

Award ticket and present the ticket to the student. At the end of the week, tickets are randomly selected then announced on the   

intercom. These students are given a t-shirt and recognized for their positive efforts. Other students are awarded different prizes 

throughout the day such as restaurant gift cards, a free frosty and other fun prizes.  

“This recognition in front of their peers helps other students see how positive and uplifting their peers are and hopefully then       

encourages others to also make a difference in the world around them,” Goodrich said. “I feel as if the Viking Award has made a huge 

difference here at SBE because students are going out of their way to influence others in positive ways. From students helping other 

students get caught up on notes when they were absent, to students picking up trash during recess and lunch, to students                       

befriending another who needs a friend and even students sharing their supplies with others in school, students are showing how 

they want to ‘take care of themselves, others and our school’ and how they truly are making a positive difference here.” 

Students become Paleontologists 

The 4th grade students transformed into paleontologists and conducted a fossil dig in science 

teacher Kelly Trickel’s classroom. They got into groups to remove fossils and the layers of 

soil and sediment around them. They analyzed the fossils and the type of sediments to    

discover what type of fossil they found and what type of environment it may have lived in 

when it was alive. They also used field guides to figure out how old it might be and the type 

of fossil it is based on what they thought the environment would have been when it was alive. 

“I was hoping that this experiment would help to foster learning within teams, that it would cement that fossils are not the bones of 

once living things, that fossils can be traces or mere imprints of what once was living, that the Earth can tell us a lot about its     

history if we look closely enough and that we can use what we know about different environments on the Earth to hypothesize what 

Earth used to be like millions of years ago,” Trickel said.  

According to Trickel, the interactive lab helps students learn without even realizing that is what they are doing. The students have a 

hard time grasping the sheer number of animals that were here and died off long before they were here, so this also helps them to 

see that there were many more animals long ago than in existence today. 

“I think hands on is the best way to teach science. It helps students interact and stay on task while learning because they are actually    

discovering new things as they work,” Trickel said. “They also tell me how much they love working in science groups and actually getting to 

touch things. I hear a lot of very good conversations as I help and observe students. I also get to see how excited they are when they find a 

fossil or figure out what it is when they use the field guides. They love it, and if they love doing it, they're going to learn more.”  

Scioto Elementary School 

South Bloomfield Elementary School 

Classrooms embracing new Teaching Approach 

Problem-based learning (PBL) has become a common practice in many of our classrooms. Kindergarten teacher 

Dawn Wasem has been incorporating the approach with her students this school year. According to Wasem, PBL is 

a different approach to teaching. Students choose or are presented with a problem or project that they are        

interested in and something that affects them directly. They are given the charge to "fix it." They are asked to work 

with others in a collaborative setting and with guidance to develop ideas that would impact the problem. Students 

are given short lessons in between work sessions that provide them with knowledge needed in order to continue. 

They then read and research and write to communicate their ideas and draw on others around them for feedback.  

In October, she introduced a PBL unit that focused on the question “How can we increase safety on our         

playground?” Some of the learning opportunities have included brainstorming discussions, creating a student  

survey, collecting and analyzing data and developing safety videos and signage for Scioto’s primary playground. 

“So far, kiddos have loved it. They are motivated because it is their idea, their work and just, in general, it is theirs. They are       

invested because they have taken ownership of it and therefore the work matters to them,” Wasem said. “I have already witnessed 

students learning more skills more quickly than I have in the past. Because problem-based learning touches on so many content 

areas at the same time, we are able to get through more learning opportunities than in previous learning units. I am able to quickly 

observe and assess student work during the small group work sessions and that means less time on assessment interviews and 

more time working on instructional lessons.” 

West continues tradition of raising funds for American Heart Association 

Since the school’s inception, Hoops for Heart has become an annual event at West. Through 

this fundraising event, students raise money for the American Heart Association while    

participating in various basketball skills competitions. This year, the school raised $1,345. 

As a part of the fundraiser, the health and physical education teachers discussed with the 

students the fact that heart disease is the leading cause of death for both genders. In     

addition, students learned about heart defects that children can be born with, which allows 

them to have an understanding of the importance of raising money for research.   

“My dad died of heart disease, so it’s important to me,” health and physical education   

teacher Susan Fortier said. “I believe it is a valuable lesson to teach students to give to a 

good cause and feel they can make a difference. They love to be a part of it and they’re   

always super surprised with how much they raise.” 

“This has become a staple at our school each year right before winter break. It is a great 

way for students to get out some extra energy that week while learning about an important 

topic and raising money for a great cause,” principal Mike Kauffeld said. “Our total amount raised seems to grow each year and I am 

proud of our students for taking such an interest in this cause to make that happen.” 

East has been participating in Hoops for Heart since it opened as well. This year, they raised $1,205. 

Toy Drive held to benefit local Children 

East staff and students provided some extra joy to children this holiday season through a 

toy drive, which they donated to the Ashville Food Pantry. This is the ninth year that the 

school has taken part in the Christmas distribution for the food pantry. 

During the week of December 11, they participated in a holiday spirit week. Students brought 

in a contribution to the drive and dressed in a different theme each day. Throughout the 

week, they collected more than 400 toys and $125, as well as at least 50 stockings.      

Members of the LIFE group delivered the donations to the food pantry and helped to                 

distribute items during the pantry’s annual Christmas Distribution Day. 

“The students love spirit weeks and I was overwhelmed with the toy donations,” East      

guidance counselor Ronna Brisker said. “I hope the students learned about the positive impact that one person can have in the world 

with one act of kindness and giving. When we went to the pantry and helped, we were more blessed than the people we served.” 

In addition to the toy drive, the staff members collected money to assist some families during the holiday season as well. 

“A main focus at East is to instill in our students the importance of giving back to their community. This is just one of the many   

community service projects that take place throughout the year here,” principal Shannon Helser said. “We wrap our school year up 

with a two day community service event, through which the students take a great deal of ownership in the projects. We love seeing 

them get excited about giving back to others in the community as well as organizations they are passionate about.” 

Local Church provides Support 

Schools are always grateful for support from local businesses, organizations and community   

members. One partnership that has had a positive impact at Walnut is the relationship that has 

been forged between the school and Hedges Chapel, which is located just a few miles from the 

school. This partnership began when Pastor Jeremy reached out to inquire how the church could 

help the students and the school. Since then, the relationship with the volunteers from the church 

has made a major difference at many of the events that take place at the school. 

“They are always willing to help in any way they can as soon as I reach out to them and have come 

up with their own ideas as well,” principal Greg Kovack said. “Their volunteering with events has 

made those events smoother, and in many cases more fun.” 

They have assisted in a variety of capacities, including serving ice cream during grandparents 

week, face painting during family fun night, purchasing corsages for the father/daughter princess 

ball, providing water bottles for the mother/son dodgeball mania event, donating school supplies 

and providing breakfast and lunch to the staff several times throughout the year. Pastor Jeremy also served as a guest reader during 

the annual Christmas assembly.  

“The students, staff and parents would like to thank Pastor Jeremy and the good people of Hedges Chapel for all they do. Their     

outpouring of support is appreciated by all. We are lucky to have them as a part of TEAM Walnut and truly value our relationship with 

them,” Kovack said. 

TV West Middle School 

TV East Middle School 

Walnut Elementary School 


