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Unique program offers special Skills through the help of Strong Aides 

One program offered at Teays Valley High School provides students with life skills that go beyond the classroom for a group of 

special education students. Much of the success of this program is attributed to aides who put in a great deal of time and effort 

with these students. These aides include Jennifer DeLong, Barb Moore, Kelly O'Dell and Tara Wood. 

In the classroom, the students are taught typical academics such as math, English, social studies and science, but this class goes 

beyond the general curriculum. Students focus on skills such as note taking, time management, organizational skills, asking for 

assistance and becoming more independent. In addition, they are taught life skills that include cooking, cleaning, office work,        

restaurant services and how to go through the process of applying for jobs and recreation opportunities.  

“As a school district, we are doing a good job of providing an opportunity for students to explore possibilities of their future.    

Starting from the time they enter the high school, students have the opportunity to explore different jobs, such as working with the 

cooks, custodians, office staff, coffee shop or in the library to see if they like that type of work. We help the students develop those 

skills if it is something they enjoy and work on transitioning them to a program where they can grow within the field they have   

chosen,” intervention specialist Zach Frank said. “In addition, Shelly Arledge has done a great job with finding programs that      

students can start their junior year that provide real-life opportunities for the students to grow within the field they want to be in.”  

According to Frank, the aides are the foundation of the success in the classroom.  

“The success that happens in the classroom is based on the love and care they show for every student that walks in our doors. Some days 

are tough, but they are the best at what they do. They all have great strengths that allow the students to grow and learn. They            

understand what our goal is and challenge themselves and the students to strive for excellence,” he said. “It can be tough to push the 

students to their best, as it takes extra effort, determination and persistence, however they understand it is not about the short term, but 

long term for our students, and that it is not about them, but the students’ development. All of them bring the experience and care that 

is needed to make a huge difference in the lives of our students, not just for the years that they are in the high school, but for their lives.” 

“Our students have a very strong bond with the aides in this classroom. It is a very warm and positive environment that promotes 

growth and development. Our aides are selfless, compassionate and are focused on developing the whole student,” principal John 

Keel said. “Our students learn valuable life skills and lessons that can set them up to live independently with confidence.” 

Teays Valley High School 

to keep the community informed each step along the way. A link to this website has been on the Teays Valley home page since 

the process began and community members were directed to this link during the all-call phone messages and on Facebook posts.  

Although the law allows broad authority to the superintendent and board regarding district boundaries and the schools to which 

students will attend, the board and I wanted a more collaborative approach that allowed for community involvement. It has always 

been the goal of the board to develop a plan that was strongly supported by the community. The reality is that the board was never 

required to follow such a process for boundary changes; they wanted to make this decision in collaboration with the stakeholders. 

This decision can be disappointing for some families with children who will be changing schools. I understand that families have to 

adjust many of their everyday activities. The board and administration are committed to making this process of change as easy as  

possible. There is currently a transition team looking at various ways to welcome all students and assist in adjusting to new buildings. 

I’d like to ask all of our community to remember that we are one school district. We have a great school district and hopefully we 

can all work to build it up and not tear it down by accusations and false information. We are Teays Valley. The Teays Valley way has 

always been to embrace a culture of acceptance, care and academic excellence. Our mission and guiding principles are the same in 

every building. Our teachers are committed to excellence and doing what is best for students. Our kids will adjust to the changes. 

The more positive we can be as leaders and parents, the more our children will embrace the change. Kids will reflect the attitudes 

and positive demeanors of the adults who surround them. Let’s all continue to work together to hold to these basic convictions.    

          ~Robin Halley, Superintendent 
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Redistricting Plan approved for 2017-2018 School Year 

February 

15 Parent/Teacher  
Conferences @  
Elementaries 

16 Parent/Teacher  
Conferences @ HS 
& Middle Schools 

20 No School 

27 Board of Education 
Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

March 

9 Scioto Kindergarten 
Registration, 10 a.m.-
6 p.m. 

10 End of 3rd 9 Weeks 

16 Walnut Kindergarten 
Registration, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. & 5-7 p.m. 

18 TV Educational 
Foundation Auction, 
6:30 p.m. 

20 Ashville Kindergarten 
Registration, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. & 5-7 p.m. & 
Board of Education 
Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

21 S Bloomfield                
Kindergarten      
Registration, 10 a.m.- 
2 p.m. & 5-7 p.m. 

27 Spring Break Begins 
- No School March 
27-31 

Board of Education 

Karen Karshner, Pres. 

Charlie Morrison, V.P. 

Kevin Archer 

Jimmy Gloyd 

William McGowan 

Important 

Dates 
At its January 9 meeting, the board of education approved new district boundaries. This recent decision has 

been the culmination of work that began over a year ago. During the fall of 2015, the district conducted an 

enrollment projection study. The board contracted with Planning Advocates to conduct the study. The results 

of the research indicated that our buildings had plenty of room to accommodate anticipated growth except for 

Scioto Elementary School, which was going to exceed capacity. The obvious solution was to shift students in 

the elementary and middle schools to better balance the buildings for future growth. 

In the winter of 2015, a committee of community members, staff and administrators was developed to address 

the possibility of new boundaries and make a recommendation to the board. The first committee had several 

meetings to look at the projected enrollments and consider different boundary options. That committee     

presented their findings and recommendation to the board of education at the March 2016 meeting. The plan 

moved a significant number of students at the elementary buildings, including all of the Southern Point             

community. During the meeting, there were several parents that objected to the proposed plan and raised       

questions about the lack of communication and community involvement with the process. After listening to 

the concerns, the board decided to seek outside assistance from an educational planning firm. The board 

wanted to assure the community that their concerns were important; they agreed that additional time to            

research and communicate this matter was in the best interest of the entire district. 

During the summer of 2016, the board contracted with DeJONG-RICHTER to lead the process for another boundary 

study with recommendation to redistrict. They were chosen due to their high emphasis on community involvement 

and the ability to keep the community informed throughout the process via a website. The board members wanted 

a new community process that would represent the desires of the entire TV community and remain free from    

influence from the previous work. Therefore, the board members chose to abstain from the process. 

Beginning in August 2016, representatives from DeJONG-RICHTER began leading the new process. Applications 

were accepted from any district stakeholders who wished to be considered for the steering committee. More 

than 100 applications were submitted. The first meeting was held on September 12. All applicants were invited 

to this meeting. The group decided on the steering committee composition and 37 individuals were chosen to 

be on the committee. The committee was comprised of a proportional representation based on elementary 

enrollment percentages. In other words, there were more representatives from the Scioto Elementary                    

community due to its larger enrollment. 

The steering committee invested numerous hours of time developing several viable solutions for the redistricting 

plan. The committee worked to reduce the number of alternatives to a manageable number to present at open 

community meetings. On November 14 and 15, community meetings were held to discuss and collect feedback 

from participants regarding potential boundary changes that would be effective in August 2017. Seven options 

were developed for community feedback. Participants were asked to fill out both individual questionnaires and 

to participate in group discussions to complete a group questionnaire. There were a total of 188 individual 

questionnaires (92 from Monday and 96 from Tuesday) and 33 group questionnaires (18 from Monday and 15 

from Tuesday). The questionnaire was also made available online so community members who could not attend 

could still provide feedback. We received a great deal of feedback through the online questionnaire.  

The steering committee met again on December 5 to review the feedback that was provided during the          

community meetings and from the online surveys. They discussed the data and decided that the community-at-

large strongly supported option #1. The committee also decided that they wanted to present the plan at the   

December board meeting so that the board could consider the option prior to the January 9 board meeting. The 

plan was submitted to the board in December and was approved without any changes or additions during the 

January meeting. The plan and map can be found on the Teays Valley website. 

Throughout the process the district kept communication as paramount. Three all-call phone messages were 

delivered to announce key events. The first call was to announce the process and the application for the    

steering committee. Another phone call was made prior to the community meetings and another announcing 

the presentation to the board of education. Additional communication updates and announcements were 

placed on Facebook and in the district newsletter. The entire process was documented on a website created by 

DeJONG-RICHTER. After each steering committee and community meeting, DeJONG-RICHTER updated this link  

         ~Continued on Page 4... 



 
Ashville Elementary School 

Students sharpen their Problem Solving Skills through Math Olympiad 

For the second year, a group of 4th grade students are participating in Math Olympiad, which is led by gifted 

teacher Amy Hurley. The students meet Monday through Thursday during Viking Period, which is time that is 

set aside for enrichment and intervention, so they do not miss any class instruction.  

Math Olympiads is a nonprofit corporation that provides opportunities for children to engage in creative      

problem solving activities while developing their ability to reason, to be logical and to be resourceful. Some 

goals of the program include developing enthusiasm for problem solving and mathematics, deepening the   

understanding of mathematical concepts and strengthen the ability to use these concepts. They also consider 

concepts that they might not otherwise encounter and build a stronger foundation for assessments and for 

future mathematics studies. In addition, they participate in five monthly Olympiad contests at school. 

According to Hurley, this program is positive for students because she believes being able to solve a difficult problem is one of the 

most satisfying experiences one may have. At the same time, struggling with a difficult problem indicates to the students that they 

have found something worthwhile and new to learn, which should be viewed as a challenge and an opportunity to grow.  

“Learning how to solve a problem and to understand its underlying mathematical concepts are the most important goals of                   

mathematics education,” she said. “The students love Math Olympiad. They love to work on challenging problems that require them 

to ‘think outside of the box.’ We do a lot of collaboration with peers after students have some independent think time so that they 

can compare strategies and solutions.” 

Team Building Activities creating New Relationships and Positive Behavior Choices 

The 5th grade teachers took a unique approach this year to build relationships with and among their  

students. Every Friday, they spend 30 minutes doing a team building exercise with the entire 5th 

grade class. The activities vary, but they all center around working together to achieve a goal.  

“It gives us time with them to just have fun and interact in a positive way. We usually get the groups 

started and if possible, we join in the fun as well,” teacher Stephanie Young said. 

They try to pick activities in which the students have to communicate to solve problems.     

“Most of the kids love it! It gives them a chance to interact and work with people that they may not 

necessarily choose at recess and in the classroom. It has allowed different students opportunities to 

take leadership roles in the different activities,” she said. 

Through this, Young has seen a difference in not only students who tended to be more shy, but also with students with behavioral issues. 

“One student in particular comes to mind. He rarely would talk in class and now we see him raising his hand and participating in 

class more. We see him more comfortable working in groups in the classroom also,” she said. “We definitely think we see a difference 

in behaviors too. We rarely have to ask Mr. Bryant to intervene and we rarely even have to ask the students to move a clip, which is a 

part of our school-wide behavior system. We think a lot of it is due to this time that we have invested in building relationships      

between ourselves and the kids and the relationships the students have built with each other through this team building time. It has 

definitely carried over into the classroom,” she said. 

School celebrates Random Acts of Kindness Week 

“What you do makes a difference and you have to decide what kind of difference you want 

to make.” ~Jane Goodall 

This is just one of the quotes that was shared with the students during “Random Acts of 

Kindness” (RAK) week. This week came about from an idea during a 5th grade Student     

Leadership Team (SLT) meeting. The SLT and staff members on the Positive Behavioral     

Interventions and Support team then met to develop themes for each day. They kicked off 

the week with Hippie Day, where they promoted peace, love and kindness. Other themes 

and activities included a challenge day for students to complete at least five RAK’s and a 

team spirit day. They also participated in a kindness station one day where students made Valentines for local senior citizens. The grand 

finale was a homeroom challenge. This was a themed homeroom contest through which students collected more than $200 for Muscular    

Dystrophy, which is one of the many organizations the school supports because it directly impacts one of the Ashville team members.     

According the principal Gretchen Weiler, the students and staff embraced the plan to spread kindness, and did so in many ways. 

“Even though I saw several students with candy and flowers, we were also sure to share the impact that a handmade card, a kind 

message on a sticky note or the difference a kind word can make,” she said. “Our district's motto this year has been centered around 

the idea of making a difference. In fact, it's posted in every classroom and area of our buildings as a reminder. During RAK week, 

our students did exactly that. Each day was filled with positive energy, all while promoting one of the most important things we can 

share with our students, being kind. Who doesn't love that?” 

Scioto Elementary School 

South Bloomfield Elementary School 

Math Connections class brings new approach to Math Education 

West introduced a new class this year called Math Connections, where students receive focused math 

intervention. It is led by educational aide Scott Shaw. According to Shaw, this class provides          

opportunities to explore and discuss key concepts, make connections between different concepts and 

develop their understanding at an appropriate pace.  

“In simplest terms, Math Connections is a class where students come to make sense of numbers. 

Number sense is at the heart of every level of math and we try hard to help our students understand 

the numbers in front of them, not just so they can solve a problem and get the correct answer, but to 

help fill in gaps that may be holding them back from being successful in math,” he said.   

To accomplish that, they use a variety of methods, from manipulatives to collaborative groups to 

number talks and everything in between. It varies from other math classes because they do not focus on the right or wrong. Instead, 

they focus on filling gaps and coming to an understanding of their own abilities and how best to approach a concept.   

“Of course we want the students to come to the proper conclusion, but it is more important to keep asking questions,” Shaw said. 

“Math Connections students learn to explore multiple ways to evaluate a math problem or concept so they can learn to use the   

method that is easiest for them. They learn to trust their abilities and experience. I hope the students gain confidence in their       

abilities. We encourage our students to explore and be wrong, then reapproach an exercise with a new method and try again. Trying 

and being wrong, then learning that it is ok to be wrong, is truly important to Math Connections.” 

“I have seen students flourish by being a part of this class. It has been a positive addition to our school,” principal Mike Kauffeld said. 

LIFE Group spreads Kindness throughout the School 

One group that is having a positive impact at East is known as the LIFE group, which stands for 

Learned it from Experience. The group’s mission is to spread kindness throughout the school 

using an anti-bullying approach. According to guidance counselor and LIFE group advisor Ronna 

Brisker, LIFE is an organization where students work together to promote a positive school.   

“We want to engage students to become leaders in our community and build a climate of  re-

spect. Increasing respect for others helps decrease violence and increase tolerance,” she said. 

“LIFE members are expected to embrace the following: look for the best in others, dream big, 

choose positive influences, speak with and show kindness.” 

The group has organized a number of activities and projects at the school. A few include working the Christmas food pantry          

distribution at the Ashville location, planned a post-it note project through which they wrote kind words and phrases on post-it notes 

and stuck them on student lockers, started a “positive vibes” Twitter account for the school, decorated the hallways with positive 

signs and walked in the Pumpkin Show parade to help and support the Just Say No students in elementary school. They also worked 

with the TVHS FOR Club to develop anti-bullying ideas. 

The group meets twice a month before school. 

“I think this is what makes this group so special. The students truly believe in our purpose and come before 7 a.m. to attend       

meetings,” Brisker said. “They are doing great things at our school and I’m proud of the ways they are making a positive difference.” 

Walnut gives back through Pickaway County Dog Shelter Collection 

Walnut has started a tradition of collecting monetary donations and items for the 

Pickaway County Dog Shelter and this year they donated $500 and filled two trucks 

with food, treats, toys and cleaning supplies, just to name a few. In recognition of 

their efforts, the school received a commendation from the county commissioners. 

Not only was this a community service project, but all of the students got the     

opportunity to hear a presentation that educated them about how to properly care 

for a dog, dog safety and how to behave around dogs. The presentation was given 

by the shelter and volunteers, who also brought in dogs for students to see. 

This was originally planned as a project simply in the 4th grade, but it turned into a 

school-wide project that everyone greatly supported. 

“When the wonderful Walnut staff heard what we were doing they all jumped in to make this effort a huge success. The students get 

very excited to see the dogs and interact with them. The information they learn helps not only keep our students safe, but they also    

obtain knowledge of our community needs,” 4th grade teacher Nicole Miles said. “Students take pride in helping the dogs and feel 

good that they have made a difference!”  

Since forming this relationship with the dog shelter, Walnut has also added a “Dog of the Month” when they recognize their Students 

of the Month. The dog is featured with the students each month with the hopes of finding him/her a forever home. 

“Our school has become very passionate about helping the shelter and I am proud of their efforts,” principal Greg Kovack said. 

TV West Middle School 

TV East Middle School 

Walnut Elementary School 


