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Ag Business Students create Toys for Nationwide Children’s Hospital Patients 

The ag business class is making the holiday season a little brighter for patients at 

Nationwide Children’s Hospital by creating a number of children's toys for them 

in the woodshop. The toys include wooden cars, trucks and helicopters, a crayon 

holder shaped as a puppy and various wooden cutouts to be used as art projects. 

These toys will be put on the art cart at the hospital where patients can select one 

of the toys to paint and decorate. The goal is to provide the patients a fun and 

creative distraction while they are receiving care at the hospital.  

Each year, the students are required to complete a woodshop project. This year, 

students were given the option to either create a project for themselves to take 

home or to spend the same amount of time working on wooden toys to be given 

to a local charity. Unanimously, the students decided to work on the toy project. 

They discussed several different recipient possibilities, then decided as a group 

to donate to the hospital.  

“The students have completely blown me away with their dedication to this project. They work from bell to bell with excellence 

and are devoted to taking as many toys as possible to the hospital before Christmas. We will be delivering over 100 toys,     

perhaps closer to 150 based on the rate at which students are currently working. We listen to Christmas music while working, 

and I jokingly call them my little elves,” ag teacher Shawna Murlin said. 

According to Murlin, the students are learning countless lessons through this project. Not only are they learning skills such as 

how to safely operate woodworking tools, develop drafts and templates of projects and create a professional finished product, 

but her hope is that this project has built character.  

“I hope they have learned that they can use their skills to make a difference. Students have worked long and hard on this     

project. They have spent hours sanding and filing the projects so they are completely smooth and ready to paint. My goal is 

that during the hours they spend cutting, sanding and filing they remember that the project they are working so hard to make 

is going to a child who is also working hard at fighting a disease or illness and working hard to be healthy,” Murlin said. 

“This project is just another example of the ag department providing lessons for our students that go well beyond the       

classroom. It is wonderful to see them learning skills while also giving back to our community,” principal John Keel said. 

Teays Valley High School 

Continuous Improvement Plan 2016-2017 

One of our district guiding principles is “Excellent teachers are the foundation of quality instruction. All educators are        

accountable for the quality of work provided to students, and they must be committed to the continuous improvement of that 

work.” 

CIP Goal 1, Objective 3 is to ”Set clear expectations for the communication and implementation of high-quality instructional 

practices.” Our Teaching and Learning Council has set these expectations by defining the high-quality instructional practices 

that make up the core of effective teaching. Teachers and administrators are engaging in a variety of professional activities 

throughout the year to help us reflect upon and grow in the seven areas drafted by the council. 

Staff spent time during our November early release collaborating around the use of technology to deepen student learning, 

and on steps to use technology in more innovative ways across our classrooms. 
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    "Guiding principles are a broad philosophy that encompass your personal beliefs and values and guide an 

organization throughout its life in all circumstances, irrespective of changes in its goals, strategies or type 

of work. They create a company culture where everyone understands what's important.” This definition is 

what I found when I googled the phrase “guiding principles.” I am a firm believer in living by specific                

principles that govern one’s life and assist in making decisions, setting goals and living with purpose. Over 

the years, I’ve attempted to put pen to these principles and have found it a difficult exercise to get down on 

paper the exact priorities that determine how I live. 

    Recently, our administrators, teachers and board members spent several months working to create 

guiding principles for our district. The goal was to capture the beliefs and values of our district to which 

we strongly adhere. This task was challenging and required several revisions to capture the full meaning of 

what we value. These principles go beyond our mission statement to outline the characteristics that we 

believe are most important to keep at the forefront for guidance and decision making. 

    As a district we commit to keeping these principles a priority. Our goal will be to make these first and  

foremost throughout the district and visible in every classroom. We endeavor to make these live and  

meaningful declarations that will benefit our students and community. As you read through these guiding 

principles, I hope you will catch the “spirit” of what has been created and support our mission of learning 

together, growing together and achieving together. 

Guiding Principles: 

1. We must do what is best for students. This one phrase will guide our decision making and operate as 

our moral compass.  

2. The safety and welfare of our students is our priority. This must be reflected in our actions and in our 

facilities.  

3. Relationships matter. We will treat our students, families and community with respect. We believe   

student, parent and community input into every aspect of what we do as a district is essential to    

everyone’s success.  

4. We can do more together than we can alone. We must ensure that we are working together as a     

community to move education in our district forward. Only through continuous reflection, respectful 

conversation and collaboration will we ensure that we are continuously serving the needs of our     

students.  

5. We are all leaders. We are responsible for providing protection, direction and encouragement to those 

that follow. We are committed to being examples of caring and serving leaders.  

6. Excellent teachers are the foundation of quality instruction. All educators are accountable for the  

quality of work provided to students, and they must be committed to the continuous improvement of 

that work.  

7. Teachers know their students. Effective teaching involves acquiring relevant knowledge about students 

and using that knowledge to inform classroom instruction.  

8. Every student can surpass their current level of learning. Students learn in different ways and at                

different rates; therefore, instruction should make every attempt to match learning styles and levels.  

9. We will be accountable. We must continuously develop new ways to measure and assess our                  

effectiveness and the quality of our programs and services 

    If you have any comments regarding the guiding principles I would welcome them.   

    As our winter break is quickly approaching, it is nearly impossible to believe that we will be halfway 

through the school year when students head home for their break. I hope the staff and students will get a 

chance to rest and get recharged over the break and are excited to kick off the second half of the year in 

January. I wish all of you a very blessed Christmas and a wonderful New Year. 

        Robin Halley, Superintendent 



 
Ashville Elementary School 

Students learn Decision Making skills through D.A.R.E. 

One program that has been a staple at the elementary schools for years is the D.A.R.E.   

program. The program, which is taught by Deputy Dale Thomas, is a series of lessons for 

fifth grade students that teaches positive decision making skills.  

D.A.R.E. is taught once a week for eight weeks and it culminates with a graduation         

ceremony. The lessons include information about alcohol abuse, tobacco use, dealing with 

stressful situations, resistance strategies, problem solving and dealing with bullies. During 

D.A.R.E., they do activities such as role playing, DUI goggles and group problem solving.  

“D.A.R.E. does not use scare tactics. We cover topics focused around making good and 

healthy decisions while dealing with stress and peer pressure,” Thomas said. 

“The students love DARE. They especially enjoy their time with Deputy Thomas,” fifth 

grade teacher Kimber Bandy said.  

“I try to make the D.A.R.E. program fun for the students. The students respond very well to the program and look forward to participating. 

We have a very strong working relationship with Teays Valley schools and staff,” Thomas said. 

“We are grateful to Deputy Thomas for the important lessons he is teaching our students. We would also like to thank the TV                   

Educational Foundation for funding this program at Teays Valley,” principal Beth Dill said.   

Students learn and entertain through Thanksgiving Play 

The first grade students transformed into Pilgrims, pumpkins 

and many other characters as they put on their annual       

Thanksgiving play prior to Thanksgiving break.  

The play is about the Pilgrims' journey, life in the new world, how 

the Native Americans helped them plant and harvest their crops 

and the celebration feast that followed their harvest.  

During class, the students compared life from long ago with life 

today, which are part of the social studies curriculum. They also 

conducted guided research on the lives of the pilgrims, which is 

part of the writing curriculum.  

“We culminate the unit with this play to share what we've learned. We hope that students gain an understanding of life long ago and 

how it compares to life today, the hardships endured and the sacrifices made by the Pilgrims and how the Native Americans helped 

the Pilgrims to survive,” first grade teacher Amy Perry said. “The students have enjoyed helping to make their costumes and were 

excited to show their families what they had learned.” 

“This is always a highlight of the year for our first grade students. I am proud of the teachers for turning this lesson into something 

that is not just informative and educational, but also enjoyable for the students and our parents,” principal Bruce Bryant said. 

Collection provides thousands of items to Veterans 

Ashville staff and students went the extra mile for      

veterans this year by collecting thousands of hygiene 

items, such as combs, shampoo, deodorant and soap, 

which were donated to the Pickaway County Veterans 

Office. They made up bags with the various items then 

added thank notes made by the students. The bags were 

delivered to veterans around Thanksgiving and some 

were even sent overseas through Rickenbacker. This was 

in addition to a school-wide Veterans Day assembly. 

Intervention specialist Jennifer Gregg helped to oversee the project.  

“Since coming to Ashville Elementary, I have a true appreciation of military families and I knew that our students would really want to 

participate in doing something special for them. They completely surpassed our expectations. They are such a giving student body,” 

she said. 

Her hope is that the students gained a better understanding of the importance of our veterans and current military men and women. 

“It is important to recognize the sacrifices that they make, as well as their families who worry and miss them every day when they are 

gone. We should never forget what they did and are still doing today for us,” she said. “I think the veterans who came in and enjoyed 

the awesome music program, saw our donations and were introduced by their special guests were very touched.” 

Scioto Elementary School 

South Bloomfield Elementary School 

Hallway Mural Unites Student Body 

The student council has been busy making an impact at West. One of 

their first big projects this school year was to create a collage made 

up of pieces designed by every student in the building. Each student 

colored a portion of a circle, which were then put together and hung 

in the main hallway of the school. 

According to student council advisor Michelle Schroeck, one of the 

goals of the student council is to bring the students together and  

create unity among the student body.  

“We thought this would be a great place to start. We want our students 

to see how when we come together, creative, beautiful and inspiring 

things can happen,” she said. 

West has set out to create a culture where all of the students feel like 

they belong, and this project is an example of how they are making 

that happen.  

“It is amazing to see something that has been created by all of our students. I am very proud of the student council for bringing this 

idea to our school and for fostering the idea that there is a place for everyone here,” principal Mike Kauffeld said. 

New Advisory provides a Sense of Belonging to Students 

Every year the schools try to make changes to enhance the school experience for the    

students. This year East is doing that through a middle school best practice known as an 

advisory period.  

The advisory period is a 30 minute block each Friday when students meet with one staff 

member and a small group of their peers. Every staff member, from the teachers, to     

education aides and cafeteria staff, leads a group. Each group does activities and has         

discussions about a topic of common interest. Some examples include agriculture club, 

fashion club, scrapbooking, various sports groups, sewing, painting, drawing, card games, 

board games and book club. The students had the opportunity to choose the group that was of interest to them. 

“The goal of advisory period is to support student-staff relationships and ensure every student has a go to person when working 

through middle school challenges,” principal Shannon Helser said. “Our hope is that it will help to create a positive culture and     

provide a group for the student to belong.”  

“My students and students that I have heard talking are very excited about advisory period. I hope they are getting a sense of                

belonging. Over time I want them to feel like they have someone they can turn to if they need anything, whether it be me or someone 

else in our group,” math teacher Annette Riley said. “Our motto is what happens in advisory period stays in advisory period. I want 

the students to be able to talk and trust each other.” 

Veterans honored during Assembly 

While Walnut has always recognized Veterans Day in some way, 

this year they made it extra special by inviting veterans to    

attend a school-wide assembly, then treated them to lunch. 

They put together a slideshow presentation that included    

information about the origin of Veterans Day, how it can be 

celebrated and how we can continue to honor veterans       

throughout the entire year. The assembly also included the  

students singing patriotic songs and the playing of taps. Fifth 

grade students served as the speakers.  

“The students were very excited and respectful at the assembly. 

They practiced not only singing the songs, but on being the best behaved that they could be in order to show respect for the       

veterans. Each classroom created letters, flip books, cards and placemats to be shared with the veterans at the assembly and to be 

taken to the VFW to share with other veterans there,” music teacher Cheryl Vorus said. 

“I was very proud of the efforts of our staff and students, especially Mrs. Vorus, for putting together the assembly and reception. It is 

important for our students to learn the significance of Veterans Day and I was impressed with their attentiveness and the respect 

that they showed to the veterans. I hope the veterans felt honored during the time they spent with us,” principal Greg Kovack said. 

TV West Middle School 

TV East Middle School 

Walnut Elementary School 


