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TVHS Band earns fifth consecutive Superior Rating at State Competition 

The Teays Valley High School marching band has 

once again demonstrated its tradition of excellence 

by earning an overall rating of Superior at the OMEA 

State marching band finals on October 31. This is 

the fifth consecutive year that the band has received 

this rating. This year’s show was titled 

“Masterpiece,” and it featured selections from     

Mussorgsky's “Pictures at an Exhibition.” 

To qualify for the State competition, marching bands 

must earn an overall rating of Superior at a District 

level event, which they earned at their first                   

competition of the season. 

At the State competition, there are nine adjudicators who evaluate the performance in music, percussion, visual design, visual 

performance, general effect and auxiliary. 

To prepare for marching band season, the students begin learning the show at band camp, which typically starts the first week 

in August. 

“We work throughout the season to perfect the challenging music and drill,” band director Stephanie Smith said. 

This year’s marching band consisted of 98 students, 43 of whom were first year members. 

“We are fortunate that those first year members are dedicated to performing at the highest level achievable. We have also had 

wonderful student leadership, starting with our drum majors, Georgia Drost and Andi Martin,” Smith said. 

The band staff includes Smith, percussion director Kim Burdett, associate director Taylor Marino, music arranger Lisa Galvin 

and auxiliary staff Allison Livingston and Traci Burley. 

“We are extremely proud of the progress of the students with the show throughout the entire season. We set weekly goals that 

were typically surpassed and achieved the ultimate goal of earning a Superior rating at State finals,” Smith said. 

Smith also credited the support of Teays Valley administration and the band boosters for their continued support of the                 

instrumental music program.  

“At the end of the season, we were honored to premier new marching band uniforms purchased by our amazing parent                  

organization,” she said.  

“This group continues to be a positive representation of our school and the district. Ms. Smith and the entire band family work 

extremely hard to achieve all of the successes that they experience each year. I know our community looks forward to their 

pregame and halftime shows each week and they keep the spirit up in the stands. I am proud of them for all of their                        

accomplishments,” principal John Keel said. 
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Exciting Times at Teays Valley 

December 

21 Winter Break        
Begins—No School 
Dec. 21-Jan. 4 

January 

4 No School—Teacher 
Work Day 
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February 
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Middle Schools 

4 Parent/Teacher  
Conferences @ HS 
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Release Day 
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Important 

Dates 
    Teays Valley athletes have completed the fall season and have begun the winter season. Our fall 

sports teams performed exceptionally well, with football and boys cross country taking Mid-State 

League top honors. I am very proud of our athletes and coaches for all their hard work and effort   

during the season. I am especially grateful for how they represent our schools. I believe Teays Valley 

coaches stress that character is the greater outcome of competition. I have witnessed our athletes and 

coaches demonstrating this philosophy throughout the season. 

    As we move into the winter sports season you will notice some significant changes in our gyms. 

Teays Valley has been working on an energy conservation project that has changed the lighting and 

heating/cooling controls throughout many of our buildings. All gymnasiums in our buildings have  

new LED lighting that is far brighter and saves a great deal of money. The HVAC systems in many of 

our buildings will be upgraded to operate more efficiently and economically. 

    A considerable portion of this project was paid for through the refinancing of our current bonds. 

Our conservative spending and solid financial picture garnered a very positive bond rating, which   

resulted in a savings that could be allocated to the energy conservation project. On top of this, the 

amount of money saved from lower energy costs will be repaid to the district in less than eight years. 

(In fact, this is a conservative estimate!) The savings from the new lighting in one gym alone is equal 

to removing four homes from the energy grid. This type of energy impact will be multiplied across our 

district. 

    I hope you will make a point to attend a few of our winter sports events and see them in a “whole 

new light.” We have some outstanding students and they are very appreciative when the community is 

there to cheer them on. Your support is greatly appreciated. 

    I would also like to recognize a group of Teays Valley alumni who were recently inducted into the 

Teays Valley Wall of Fame. These alumni included Bob Hines (1969), Rick Queen (1978), Annette Riley 

(1981) and Joe Thompson (1990). The Wall of Fame was created by the TV alumni association and is 

now sponsored by the TV Educational Foundation. Its purpose is to recognize Teays Valley alumni who 

have shown exemplary leadership, service and character to their community or organization. Another 

group will be inducted in the spring of 2016. If you would like to nominate a deserving alumnus or 

alumna, go to the TV Educational Foundation link on the TV website. 

    As we enter the holiday season, I want to wish you and your family all the best. We live in a                    

wonderful community that demonstrates a commitment to our students. I am grateful to live and work 

in such a place.  

        Robin Halley, Superintendent 

Continuous Improvement Plan 

Goal 1 of the district Continuous Improvement Plan (CIP) is to increase student success through   

focused collaboration, rigorous curriculum design, instructional best practice and the use of data.  

This year, a Teaching and Learning Council, made up of teachers, administrators and representatives 

from the district technology department, will meet monthly to work together to improve the                              

implementation of curriculum, instruction, assessment and technology initiatives. As a part of the     

district CIP, this group is responsible for identifying and defining high-quality instructional practices. 

The Council has also been tasked with staying current with trends in education and making                              

recommendations to the district on initiatives and planning that will ensure 21st Century readiness 

for all Teays Valley students. 

The CIP can be found at www.tvsd.us under the District tab. 
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Students participate in Weekly Movement Therapy Class 

Wednesday morning has become a time that a group of Scioto students especially look 

forward to each week. This is when Julie Chafin from a Chance to Dance conducts a 

movement therapy class for those students with needs in the area of mobility.  

According to Chafin, the class provides movement to the students in a fun way. 

They begin each class with proper stretching, then work on strengthening           

coordination skills, flexibility and imagination.  

“I hope the students gain self confidence, the ability to move freely, listen and follow 

direction and most importantly, want to come back each week,” she said. “So far all 

of my students seem to enjoy my classes. I see lots of smiles when I am teaching.” 

Chafin is contracted through Teays Valley at Scioto, Ashville and South Bloomfield Elementaries and works with students every 

Wednesday for 30 minutes. The mission of Chafin’s studio is to ensure that students appreciate the art of dance through rhythmic 

ability and to use various music as well as imaginative play.  

“I want my students to enjoy the class and develop a love for dance. Due to my love for these special students, I have adapted a      

movement and dance syllabus that allows me to provide a class for them. You don't have to be able to use your feet to dance,” she said.  

“We are always looking for ways to educate and include every type of student and this is another unique way we are able to do that. 

The students look forward to her class and I love seeing the smiles on their faces while they work with her,” Principal Beth Dill said. 

South Bloomfield Families take part in Family Reads Book Club 

South Bloomfield families participated in the Family Reads Book Club, which was sponsored by the Pickaway County Literacy Council, 

Pickaway County schools and Pickaway County United Way. It was geared toward kindergarten through third grade parents and    

students and led by Katherine Robb from the Pickaway County Literacy Council. It was held every Tuesday for two hours since October. 

South Bloomfield began offering it to families three years ago after they contacted the Literacy Council in search of ways to help  

families with reading strategies at home. While there, they read a book together, do a craft based on the book and get to take the 

book home with them. At the conclusion of each session, they enjoyed a meal provided by the school. 

“Sharing reading time with parents makes everything special for the kids and gives them a sense of joy and fun that they associate 

with reading. Above all, the program hopes to generate a love of reading in the children,” Robb said. 

During each session, there was time scheduled solely for the parents prior to the students arriving. During this time, Robb shared 

information that was specifically geared toward them. Topics varied, including how to read with their children, budgeting, nutrition 

and library programs.  

“Parents have responded very well. Since the first half hour is just for them, it gives them the opportunity to ask questions on topics 

they may not want their child to hear,” principal Bruce Bryant said. “Through this program, I hope parents got the opportunity to ask 

questions and see examples of how reading is correctly modeled. I hope it also provided quality family time through a reading activity.” 

“The fact that many of our families return every year shows the value they place on it. The kids are always disappointed to see it end, 

which I always think is one of the best indicators of success,” Robb said. 

Parents and Students enjoy annual Literacy Night 

Ashville's third annual Family Literacy Night was held on November 19. Leading up to the 

event, they held a book drive, through which they collected more than 1,000 new and gently 

used books. This year’s theme was ‘Pop Open A Good Book!’ Each session included an activity 

to engage the students and their parents. There was a “pop quiz,” which was a Jeopardy-style 

game in the library that highlighted fun book characters, books turned into movies and     

library-specific terms. The "Pop-ups" session included information for parents on reading 

standards across grade levels with some unique ideas on how to help students at home and 

students created their own pop-up books. During the "Popping Good Poetry" session, representatives from the Pickaway County   

Public Library read poetry to participants, then families wrote their own poems. The "Popcorn" session gave families a chance to 

shop for free books from the book drive, eat popcorn provided by the PTO and watch a "Sizzla" basketball performance.  

“The event was so much fun! Everyone was laughing and carrying on without even noticing that they were learning basic and       

complex skills. It was powerful to see parents and students interacting with one another for the purpose of enhancing reading and 

literacy skills and enjoying it,” Ashville librarian Kristi Clay said. “I believe that students learned to collaborate and a sense of      

community awareness with the book drive, and they learned the importance of literacy in their daily life.”  

“This was my first experience attending a literacy night at Ashville, and it was clear that it has become an event that the students, 

staff and parents took forward to. Mrs. Clay did an incredible job organizing it and I enjoyed watching the parents and students have 

fun while learning at the same time. I can’t wait for next year’s literacy night!” principal Gretchen Weiler said.  

Scioto Elementary SchoolScioto Elementary SchoolScioto Elementary SchoolScioto Elementary School    

South Bloomfield Elementary SchoolSouth Bloomfield Elementary SchoolSouth Bloomfield Elementary SchoolSouth Bloomfield Elementary School    

New Program celebrates Positive Behavior 

The schools are always developing new ways to encourage and reward 

positive behavior from students. One way West does this is through its 

PBIS program, which stands for Positive Behaviors Interventions and  

Support. The main goal of this is to increase positive behaviors by     

rewarding and recognizing positive behaviors.  

“By recognizing these positive behaviors we are able to decrease negative 

behaviors and discipline,” assistant principal Allison Swanger said.  

They kicked off the school year by introducing the students to this program 

and shared with them a video they created about it. It was geared around the school motto, which is “Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be 

Remarkable.” Through the program, students are rewarded with a token if they are caught doing one of the three directives that make up 

the motto. They turn the token into the office and place it in their grade level fish bowl. When the grade level reaches the marked line, 

the entire grade level is rewarded for the positive behavior. Students also fill out a post card and receive a Hershey kiss from the office 

staff. In the first nine weeks, more than 500 tokens were passed out and all three grade levels received a reward for positive behaviors. 

A student group, "Peers Making Peace," was also formed, which allows students to help create a positive atmosphere at West.  

“It is nice to see the students being recognized for all of the positive things they are doing. Sometimes it is easy for little things to go 

unnoticed, so we have enjoyed having this program in place this year to let students know how much we appreciate the things they do 

to make West a positive place, whether they are big or small,” Swanger said. 

 

National Junior Honor Society Students honor Veterans 

The National Junior Honor Society has been busy working on community service projfects this school year. One recent project they 

organized was a Veterans Day breakfast. East students invited veterans to join them as their guest at the breakfast. The entire event 

was student led. The NJHS students spent two months planning it and serving on various committees to make it happen. They were 

also responsible for contacting local businesses seeking donations. 

“In the past, the NJHS had sponsored a blood drive for the American Red Cross. However, I wanted something more student centered 

that they could really take ownership of. I have always enjoyed hosting veterans in my social studies classes each year and felt this 

would be a great way to give back to members of our community who have given so much to us. With Mrs. Helser's blessing, we 

moved forward and the students jumped on board immediately and really ran with it and turned it into something quite special. Two 

of the five pillars of NJHS are service and citizenship, and I felt this activity really meshed well with those two core principles,” NJHS 

advisor and East teacher Aaron Woolard said. 

The students decorated the cafeteria and secured donations for the breakfast. Woolard expressed appreciation for the local IGA for 

donating 100 sausage patties and 15 gallons of milk and chocolate milk, as well as to numerous East staff members who made food 

to contribute. 

“The reaction of the veterans was very positive. I think they really enjoyed being able to come in and spend some time with the    

student who invited them and we heard numerous times how nice it was to see the NJHS students being the ones doing the actual 

cooking, serving and socializing with the guests. I think seeing the NJHS members really being the ones running the breakfast made 

our veteran guests very happy and proud,” Woolard said. 

Walnut receives South Central Power Company Foundation Grant 

Walnut fifth grade teacher Ginny Gebhart-Fee was awarded a $3,722.50 grant from 

the South Central Power Company Foundation. According to Gebhart-Fee, the 

grant will be used to implement the goals of NFTI Science, which is an acronym for 

Non-Fiction Text in an Inquiry-based Science classroom. This program utilizes non-

fiction text as a catalyst for hands-on science activities. The grant will be applied 

to the purchase of non-fiction text, manipulatives and technology. 

“From the student’s perspective, the NFTI Science program will allow an          

opportunity for more shared and independent reading instruction to enhance 

inquiry-based science. Student involvement in making observations, taking   

measurements and gathering data are authentic events that allow for meaningful 

comprehension," she said. 

She expressed her gratitude to the South Central Power Company Foundation for their monetary assistance.   

"The potential impact of this program on the community could include a generation of citizens that understand, appreciate and   

value science and our natural environment," she said. 

Walnut also received a grant from this Foundation last school year as well. 

"We are grateful to the South Central Power Company for their continued generosity and support of our students. Because of their 

grants, we are able to add valuable resources to our classrooms," Walnut principal Greg Kovack said.  
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