
   While the mission of the FOR Club (Friends of Rachel Club) is always to spread kindness, they put 
extra emphasis on this goal when they planned kindness week and shared their initiatives district-
wide. As a part of this week-long event, students were encouraged to take part in various challenges 
to spread kindness and make the school a more welcoming place for all students. For example, on 
the first day, students were asked to reach out to new students and others they did not know so that 
no one was left out. That morning, National Honor Society students also put positive notes of         
encouragement on every desk in the school before students arrived. 

   “We want our district to be a safe, kind, inclusive space where students, parents and staff can feel 
positive about their experience,” FOR club advisor Sara Bennett said. “We also know that when the 
environment improves, there is less worry and more focus. This week drew attention to this        

important topic. At times we feel more divided than ever, or more negative, and this was a time to move away from those things.” 

The week concluded with ‘A Day Without Hate,’ which is a student-led, grassroots organization that promotes nonviolence, unity and 
respect in schools. “Students across the nation have taken this incredibly positive day to their communities to say that we will not     
tolerate violence or hate, and we will reach out to friends and acquaintances and say, ‘We're all in this together,’" Bennett said. 

Many other clubs and athletic teams joined in to spread kindness as well by planning their own acts of kindness.   

“Our actions create so many positive ripple effects for our kids. There was more buy in this year than ever,” Bennett said. “We hope it 
helped set the tone for the rest of the year.”  

FOR Club continues to have an impact in the school and community throughout the school year. For example, they serve the homeless 
community and those in need through the Make a Day Foundation, collect items for Dress for Success and partner with local businesses 
to fundraise for Nationwide Children's Hospital. They also write letters those at local assisted living facilities.  

“No act of kindness is too small or ever wasted,” Bennett said. “You never know how far a little kindness can go.” 

~If you have questions about “The Talk at Teays” or if you would like to submit information for the next edition,  
contact Julie DeLisio, Director of Communications, at 740.983.5048 or at jdelisio@tvsd.us. 

FOR Club spreads Kindness 

 Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you 
cough or sneeze.  

 Put your used tissue in the wastebasket and hand sanitize. 

 If you don’t have a tissue, cough or sneeze into your up-
per sleeve or elbow, not your hands. 

 Wash your hands often with soap and warm water for 20 
seconds.  

 If soap and water are not available, use an alcohol-based 
hand rub.  

 Avoid touching their eyes, nose or mouth. 

Stop the spread of germs that can make you and others sick. Influenza (flu) and other serious respiratory illnesses like COVID-19 
and whooping cough (pertussis), are spread by cough, sneezing or unclean hands. Here's how to help stop the spread of germs: 

*Reminder - per school policy: If your child has a fever, diarrhea or upset stomach to the point of vomiting, they need to be free 
of their symptoms for 24 hours, without the aid of over the counter medications, prior to returning to school. These precautions 
help to reduce the spread of infections within our building.     
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   I am excited to lead the Teays Valley Local School District 
as the sixth superintendent in the history of Teays Valley. I 
am grateful to have had the opportunity to work under 
three of our past superintendents: Ron Thornton, Jeff 
Sheets and Robin Halley. I’m thankful for their leadership, 
their guidance and most importantly their dedication to the 
Teays Valley school community. Our school district is better 
because of their work!  

   Prior to transitioning into this role, I was the TV assistant 
superintendent for 12 years. I began my career as an   
English teacher at Chillicothe High School and TV Middle 

and High School. I also served in various administrative roles at Groveport Madison High 
School, Logan Elm High School and TV Middle School. Shannon Helser has moved into 
the position of assistant superintendent after serving in a number of roles in the district, 
including an intervention specialist, middle school assistant principal and most recently, 
TV East Middle School principal. I am excited about the knowledge and skills she brings 
to this role and I look forward to working with our entire administrative team. 

LEAD - SERVE - LOVE 
These are the words I have challenged our staff to live out each day in our school    

district as they work with our students and interact with each other. I believe we are all 
LEADERS. I want our staff to be a ‘dealer of hope’ for all kids, knowing that all kids need 
someone to encourage and support them. SERVE - as a district, we are asking our staff 
to do whatever is needed for the school, for our students and for each other. We want to 
meet students where they are and remove obstacles so they can experience success. 
LOVE - I believe we all need love. Our focus will be on building relationships and taking 
care of one another. It is about kindness. Kids want love, kids need love and the adults 
in our buildings also need love. Let’s commit to taking care of one another! 

As we move into the winter season, please be aware of the possibility of delays or  
closings due to inclement weather and dangerous road conditions. We will once again 
use our all call system to notify parents of a delay or closing. This system calls the home 
and cell numbers listed for your child in the OneView portal under Parent/Guardian #1 
and #2. Make sure those numbers have been updated. To update any information in 
your child’s forms, go to https://teaysvalley.esvportal.com/. We will also post closings 
and delays on the TV Facebook and Twitter pages. I encourage you to follow us on social 
media for information and updates about all aspects of the district. 

I look forward to serving in this role and continuing the positive Teays Valley tradition. 
Feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.   

Go Vikings! 

Kyle Wolfe, Superintendent 

2021-2022 Calendar Adjustment 

A day off for students has been added to the 2021-2022 calendar on Friday, March 11. Staff 
will take part in professional development that day. An updated calendar has been added to 
the TV website. To access the full district calendar for this school year, go to the calendar 
drop down link on the TV home page at www.tvsd.us. 

Serve    Love 



   One of Teays Valley’s Guiding Principles states, “relationships matter.” While this may seem like a 
simple statement, it is one that Ashville places a great emphasis on, and the staff strives to form   
relationships through an initiative they call “Someone for Everyone” (SFE).  
   This school-wide initiative involves every staff member, including teachers, aides, cafeteria workers, 
custodians and secretaries. Each staff member has 11-13 students they do not see on a regular basis, 
but have committed to spending their year building a relationship with them. Each month, they make 
contact with their students in the form of a handwritten note, a craft, a treat or an activity together.   
   “This is just one way that the students of Ashville Elementary know they have a staff member, 
other than their classroom teacher, that they can count on to help them no matter what,” school 
counselor Ronna Brisker said.   

They kicked off their SFE initiative with an introductory activity at the conclusion of kindness in action week. The staff members got 
together with their group of students and discussed various topics to learn more about each other.  

“We found that students were excited to learn more about their new friends in their Someone for Everyone group.” Brisker said. “Students 
also then discussed what kindness looks like and wrote those thoughts down on a paper leaf to fill up our kindness tree in our cafeteria.”   

While this is a program that has been in place at Ashville for several years, they continue to meet to make it even more impactful each year. 
“Not only do the students enjoy SFE, but our staff loves the special bonds they are forming with students they do not see every single 

day,” Brisker said. “Dr. Seuss’s quote sums it up for me: ‘To the world you may be one person, but to one person you may be the world.’” 

Scioto has always placed a great emphasis on Veterans Day to teach the students the importance 
of the day. The school annually honors Veterans with an assembly and brunch. Third grade teacher  
Jaimee Farrar expanded on this in her classroom. Students spent time working on a history standard 
that involves demonstrating events in history through timelines. They connected it to Veterans Day 
by posing this question - "How can we preserve the history of our military and our veterans?" 

Each classroom took a different war, then researched, collected and organized information to    
create a timeline titled United States War History. As the students researched their topic to develop 
the timeline, Farrar’s goal was to provide the students a deeper understand and appreciation of the  
United States military.  

“Our students were very interested to learn about how and why wars start along with our country's 
role in each of the wars we studied,” Farrar said. “One thing my class learned about the War on   
Terror was the United States military's role in helping to rebuild in Afghanistan after the war was over. It was important for them to learn 
about this piece of history to deepen their understanding of the sacrifices our military and veterans made and continue to make to protect 
us. The students really enjoyed this project and now have a deeper appreciation for the men and women who have served or are currently 
serving our country.”  

“I love seeing students engaged in lessons like this one that not only cover required curriculum, but also provide them the opportunity to 
take ownership in their learning and create something they enjoy working on together,” principal Bruce Bryant said. 

   Learning about what life was like many years ago may be difficult for    
elementary students to wrap their young minds around since they have limited 
reference points to use to understand what times were like prior to their minimal 
experiences. Students at Teays Valley have the unique opportunity of having a 
hometown museum though. This allows them to see a variety of historical items 
to gain a better understanding of what life was like many years ago.  

   First grade students recently studied what life was like in the past. To    
enhance their understanding, a representative from the Ashville Museum, Jim 
Welsh, visited the students. He brought a number of items for them to see,  
including milk bottles, soap, shoes, tweezers and other antique items, as well 
as examples of Morse code. The students guessed the prices of the items in    
comparison to prices of today. 

“The students really enjoyed learning about these items. Most artifacts were passed around so each child could examine them up close,” 
first grade teacher Heather Bartholow said. “It was fun to listen to them guess the prices and to see their expressions when they saw some 
of the items. It's our hope that the students have a new appreciation of how people lived long ago and how life has changed over time.” 

“We are grateful to Mr. Welsh for taking the time to bring this lesson to life for our students. We are lucky to have the museum right in 
our own backyard,” principal Allison Swanger said. 

“While lessons in the classroom can provide students with information, partnering with members of the community and local resources 
help to take the lessons even a step further. It was great to see the students get excited about what they were learning,” Bartholow said. 

Ashville Museum visit enhances Lesson 

Lesson preserves the history of the Military 

Focusing on Relationships through “Someone for Everyone” Initiative 
   Partnering with local organizations and businesses is a great way for students to enhance their learning      
experience. Recently, Katerina Sharp from the Pickaway County Soil and Water Conservation District visited the 
fourth grade students to introduce them to the Sandbox program. This is an interactive program through which 
students can “build” landforms in sand and the sandbox technology creates a topographic map that is projected 
onto the sand. As the sand is moved and reshaped, the projected picture on the sand changes to match the new 
contours of the map. Students can utilize the sandbox to learn about maps, geography, the flow of water and 
land forms. It also allows it to “rain” on the landforms so that the students can see how rainfall will affect the 
landforms and how the water will flow out through the watershed.   

   Prior to Sharp’s visit, the students learned about landforms and about the slow and fast Earth processes that 
are constantly changing the world. The sandbox helps the students tie these concepts together over a larger landscape.  

“The students absolutely love Ms. Kat and the sandbox. They love building landforms and watching what happens as the ‘rain’ pours out 
over the land,” teacher Andi Koch said. “The program does a great job of visually showing elevation and water flow so that the students 
can learn these concepts on another level. Who wouldn’t want to spend science class playing in the sand?” 

“I always look forward to programs at any of the Teays Valley schools. The teachers and staff are wonderful to work with, and the    
students are always so excited to learn. Teaching is especially fun when the audience has so much positive energy,” Sharp said. 

“Partnerships like the one with PCSWCD are so valuable to educators because they have resources and technology that we don’t always 
have. They also have facilitators that are experts in specific fields. Students love having visitors come and teach them.” Koch said. 

An annual highlight for staff and students at East is the Veterans Day breakfast. After a year off 
due to restrictions last school year, they were excited to welcome Veterans back into the building 
to honor them with a breakfast. According to principal Kevin Kinne, this has become a reoccurring 
event for a number of reasons.  

“First and foremost we want to show our appreciation to all of our veterans and to those serving 
in the armed forces. Secondly, this helps to ensure our students have an appreciation for our   
Veterans and current service members as well as the freedoms we have in our country,” he said. 
“Through this breakfast, we hope students learn to show their appreciation for those who have 
served. We also hope to show our students one simple way they can serve their community.”   

Not only was it a positive event for the Veterans, it was an enjoyable learning experience for the students. 

“The students enjoyed seeing the Veterans and had fun serving them and setting up,” Kinne said. “We want to make sure our students 
appreciate the freedoms that we have in our great country. We want to make sure they always appreciate those that have allowed us to 
have these freedoms. We also want our students to know and remember that freedom is not free. It comes at a great price.”   

In addition to the breakfast, sixth grade students made thank you cards for the Veterans. Many seventh and eighth grade students had 
the opportunity to listen to Veterans share their experiences of being in the military.  

“Learning first hand what it is like to be in the military helps our students to have a small understanding of the sacrifice all of our military 
members endure for our country,” Kinne said. “We hope this builds in our students an appreciation for our Veterans and our country.” 

   The schools are continually looking for ways to honor students for positive actions. West          
introduced a new initiative this year called a character slip blitz party. As a part of this, teachers 
were recently given three slips at the beginning of the week. They were asked to hand them out 
throughout the week to students who represented one of West’s core values, which include “Own 
Your Response,” “Teamwork” and “Passion for Growth.” These values have been emphasized as  
focus points for students since the start of the school year.  

   When students walk the halls, they are reminded of these values on posters and signs throughout 
the school. While some of these concepts may be new to students, staff members have utilized   
Viking Period to clarify what is meant when they refer to each value. For example, when they say 

“Own Your Response,” students have learned that means to take responsibility for their actions and to respond with positivity, honesty 
and integrity. They reflect on their experiences and use them as feedback. 

Students who received a character slip were invited to the gym where they had free time to play games, socialize with friends and have 
a bag of popcorn.  

“The character slip blitz party is just another example of what we do to promote positive student behavior,” assistant principal Tommy 
Snyder said. “I hope that by living these values each day, it promotes a positive culture and climate within our school and community.”  

Staff members have also been recognizing students as a Viking of the Month when they witness them living West’s values. 

“It is our hope that these positive behaviors become a natural part of the students’ way of life. It is our goal to help shape well-rounded 
students, which means not only providing them with a strong education, but encouraging them to become people who work well with 
others, make positive choices and continue to grow,” Snyder said. 

New Character Slip Blitz Party celebrates Positive Actions 

Veterans honored through Veterans Day Breakfast 

Local Partnership furthers Students’ Learning Experience  


