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School Illnesses: Should your child stay home? Parents often have trouble knowing whether their child is too ill to go to 

school. The following guidelines will help you decide. Your child is too ill to attend school if he/she seems very tired and 

needs bed rest (common with flu symptoms), has been vomiting, has diarrhea, becomes short of breath and/or has an      

increase in wheezing during normal activity, has a cough that interrupts normal activity, has a fever over 100 degrees F, has 

pain from an earache, headache, sore throat or recent injury, has yellow or green drainage from eye(s) or breaks out in a rash. 

Ask your health care provider when you are not sure about keeping your child home or contact your school nurse for advice. 

*Please note that our school policy about returning to school following a fever states that the child must be fever free 

for 24 hours without the aid of a fever reducer medication. 

As always, remember that preventative measures are your best defense against the flu, which include good hand washing,   

covering your mouth and nose when coughing or sneezing and staying home from school or work when you have flu symp-

From the Nurses 

Students create Social Media Consulting Business through Class 

While TVHS students take traditional classes such as English, math and 

science, they also have the option to take classes that teach them 

unique skills involving technology and skills that they may use if they 

pursue a career in the business world.  

One example of that is business teacher Kellie Wolfe’s Digital Marketing 

and Media class. Through this class, students perform duties as if they 

were a real social media consulting business. They not only learn about 

every aspect of marketing, but are also educated in the duties that all 

businesses must fulfill in order to be successful. Students analyze     

various business decisions using article reviews once a week. Students 

are responsible for reading their own article, writing a brief summary 

about it, then providing their own personal thoughts about it in front of their peers inside the classroom.  

Prior to becoming a teacher, Wolfe worked in marketing. She uses this background and shares her knowledge of this field with 

her students. The students test their expanding skills in these marketing tools every class period. They work in task teams, 

where they focus on various parts of the business that they are attempting to create in the class. 

Throughout the semester, students create consulting groups that advise teachers in the importance of social media and how to 

effectively use them in the classroom environment. The overall goal of the consulting aspect of the business is for teachers to 

be more comfortable using social media in the classroom. 

“This class gives students a glimpse into a facet of the business world. It is great to see them take ownership in their part of 

the ‘business’ they are working on, as well as to see them make presentations to the teachers. Not only do they share                    

beneficial information with the teachers, but it lets me see the skills they have learned along the way,” Wolfe said. 

Some of Wolfe’s students are pictured in a graphic they created to promote their new business. 
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Important 

Dates 
    It used to be that the top priority of schools was curriculum and instruction. Today, safety and security have 

become just as much of a priority. The unthinkable has happened too many times in our country’s schools 

and colleges. Safety has become the number one concern for all schools. It seems that every week there is 

some tragedy that reminds us that we live in a world that does not always regard human life as sacred. 

    The Teays Valley Local School District has taken many steps over the last few years to make certain that 

all of our students and staff are safe. Along with the Ohio Department of Education and Homeland Security, 

we have developed safety plans that are extremely detailed. They outline all the necessary steps and                

procedures that would need to be implemented in case of an emergency. These plans are accessible to law                      

enforcement in a matter of seconds.   

    Our buildings conduct safety drills several times a year. Students are involved in class discussions and 

instructions about what to do in case of an intruder. Teachers and students participate in evacuating the 

building or possibly securing the room from an outside intruder. Administrators and teachers have               

developed specific protocols and have reviewed various steps to be taken in the event of an intruder. 

    With the help of local law enforcement, our administrators and staff have (and will continue) to                      

participate in safety trainings. These trainings will include more than just presentations. They will also  

actively engage staff in simulations. The simulations will result in debriefing discussions that will focus on 

determining alternative reactions to possible dangerous situations. 

    Our buildings have also been equipped with technology to limit entry into the buildings. Most buildings 

currently have controlled access and 24 hour camera surveillance. Outside entries are limited and secured. 

We also have the support of the Ashville, South Bloomfield and Commercial Point Police Departments and 

the Pickaway County Sheriff’s Department. These dedicated law enforcement officers constantly patrol our 

schools and provide a “layer” of protection that is invaluable. 

    We will continue to add to our security design. We have planned for more technology that will make all of 

our buildings even safer. We have also planned more training for our staff and students. In short, we will do 

our very best to keep our students safe. 

    There is one thing that is crucial to school safety. That is the early communication and intervention of 

any information that could pose a danger for our schools. History often shows that dangerous situations 

have been avoided because someone spoke up. It is extremely important that parents and staff                        

communicate to students that IF they know or suspect any threat, they should inform the school personnel 

as soon as possible. This action is by far the most effective tool against school violence. 

    While this is a sensitive and scary topic, it is an important one to discuss and one that will continue to be 

a main priority at Teays Valley. Our students’ safety always comes first. 

        Robin Halley, Superintendent 

Continuous Improvement Plan 

Goal 1 of the district Continuous Improvement Plan (CIP) is to increase student success through focused 

collaboration, rigorous curriculum design, instructional best practice and the use of data.    

A strong focus during the 1st nine weeks of the school year has been collaboration and teaming. Teachers 

across the district spend time each week in teacher-based-teams. They meet with other teachers in their 

department or grade level to examine student data and set goals. Each teacher team has a representative 

that serves on the Building Leadership Team (BLT). The BLT monitors the work of teacher-based-teams. 

Ultimately, all teams report to the District Leadership Team.   

This system serves as the vehicle for monitoring student results, teaching strategies and ensures                       

articulation and alignment at every level of the school district. The ultimate work of the entire teaming  

system is to impact student success through focused collaboration.  

The district CIP can be viewed on our website under the District tab. 
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Scioto PTO works to Enhance and Support School 

While the staff members get all of the credit for keeping the school running, there is another group of 

people who are also an important piece of the puzzle at Scioto. The Scioto PTO is a group of         

volunteers who work to raise money to support and enhance the staff and students at Scioto.  

“The goal of the PTO is to support our teachers, staff and students through fundraising events, family 

nights and community outreach. We are made up of a team of parents and teachers all working together 

for the same reason, our kids! At the end of the day, it is all about them,” Scioto PTO president Tracey 

McComb said. One major activity that the Scioto students, staff and family members look forward to 

each year is the PTO’s annual Fall Festival, which was held in early October. This year, nearly 900 peo-

ple attended the event. Visitors enjoyed various activities, such as a basket raffle, a cupcake walk, a 

craft room, a large carnival and a meal provided by the Station House. “It was a day full of fun, smiles 

and amazing company!” McCombs said. 

The money that the PTO raises supports numerous events and causes, such as the school store reward program, the DARE program, 

teacher and staff appreciation, family nights, field day, field trips, teacher grant requests, Book Fair, author visits, the 5th grade 

dance, books and equipment, and an overall positive teacher-student environment, among many other things.  

“We love and encourage new faces, feedback and support! The PTO is a great way to meet other parents and get to know your teachers 

and staff. Each of us has a strength and there is always a place to showcase that strength as we work together for the same purpose,” 

McCombs said. The group meets the second Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the Scioto library. 

South Bloomfield teachers share Professional Development Lessons with TV Teachers 

This year marks the second year that Teays Valley teachers are taking part in IMPACT, which stands 

for Investigating Mathematical Practices and Classroom Teaching. All kindergarten, first and     

second grade teachers who began IMPACT training last school year are continuing to take part in it 

this year. It is led by South Bloomfield teachers Erin Crego and Amy Perry (pictured to the right).  

Crego and Perry got involved through the Teaching and Learning Collaborative. They needed     

facilitators to be trained and to present through professional development classes. They took part 

in a training during the summer, then facilitate five sessions throughout the school year. 

The purpose of IMPACT is to increase student achievement by supporting teachers in developing a 

deeper understanding of mathematics content knowledge through continued learning opportunities 

and classroom application. It provides professional development to teachers to enhance knowledge of research based practices. 

Teays Valley is one of seven sites across the state to be part of this grant funded by the Ohio Department of Education. 

“Teachers are benefiting by deepening their mathematical content knowledge and applying it in their own classrooms through a  

scaffolded unit. The units are a series of investigations, games and mini lessons used to develop strategies and big ideas,” Crego 

said. “Students are benefiting by constructing their own ideas and reasoning about mathematics. They are given the opportunity to 

develop more efficient strategies over the course of a well planned unit.” 

“I am proud of Erin and Amy for bringing this professional development opportunity to not only our South Bloomfield teachers, but to 

teachers throughout the district. The skills they are sharing will benefit the TV students,” South Bloomfield principal Bruce Bryant said. 

Students learn Lifelong Skills through Weekly Jobs 

A group students in intervention specialist Cara Layne’s class are learning life skills through 

various weekly “jobs” at Ashville. They are responsible for a variety of duties that help 

around the school. Some of the students are responsible for getting the laundry from the 

kitchen and returning it. Others work on checking the pencil machine daily and collecting 

the money from it. Once they collect the money, they sort and count it and place the coins 

in a sleeve that they deliver to the office. They are also in charge of checking the supplies in 

the machine and retrieving the needed supplies to restock it. They are responsible for 

changing the school sign as well. The office gives them a list of what needs to be on it, then 

with adult assistance they pick out the necessary letters and put them on the sign.  

Layne believes that through these responsibilities, the students are learning life and employability skills. They are learning to work 

together, to communicate with others and to make appropriate eye contact when talking to the cafeteria staff. They are also learning 

to count money and to be responsible for something. In addition, they learn to take suggestions and take helpful criticism from adults. 

“These are all lifelong skills that will allow them to be helpful at home and in future employment,” Layne said. 

The students share responsibilities and their jobs rotate weekly, so each week they are working with a different team, which helps to 

teach them to get along with different peers.  

“The students look forward to these tasks. As the year goes on, the students become more independent in their jobs. I have noticed 

some of the older students taking on a leadership role, mentoring younger students, guiding and helping them,” she said. 
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West Advisory Period provides students a Unique Connection with the Staff 

Last school year, West created an advisory period for students. According to the National Association of Secondary School Principals, 

middle school reformers have widely promoted advisory programs as a way to strengthen connectedness at the middle level. Broadly 

defined, advisory programs are configurations in which an adult advisor meets regularly during the school day with a group of     

students. They provide academic and social-emotional mentorship and support to create personalization within the school. The    

advisory period gathers a small peer community of learners. 

“We started the advisory period because we wanted every student in our building to make at least one connection with an adult, have 

someone they could go to, depend on and trust to help them,” principal Mike Kauffeld said. 

Through this initiative, students meet with teachers and other staff members once a week. 

“Every student has an adult advocate, someone who supports young adolescents during these important years of growth,” Kauffeld said. 

For the most part, students remain with the same group of students during this designated period the entire school year. They 

choose the group they would prefer to be a part of, then adjustments are made as necessary. 

Each advisory period leader has a theme for their group, such as cooking, music, drama or writing, to name a few.   

According to the Association of Middle Level Education, “an advocacy program is not a curriculum printed in a manual. It is a process        

developed through a set of experiences that establishes rapport between adults and students, students and adults and students and students.” 

“We have found this to be a very positive addition to our school. While the educational curriculum is extremely important, it is also 

vital that we reach our students on a personal level as well, and this helps us to do so,” Kauffeld said. 

East Students make a difference in the Community 

Community service projects are an important part of life at East. From the moment students enter the school, the staff members make 

an effort to instill in them a love of giving back to their community. The students are already having an impact on the community this 

school year. 

For example, members of the National Junior Honor Society serve lunch to senior citizens during the "Celebrating Seniors" luncheon at 

the Village Chapel United Methodist Church each month. They also collect and help wash dishes there while interacting with the guests. 

According to principal Shannon Helser, the students interact in a positive manner with the guests, as well as the staff members who 

cook and prepare the food.  

“I believe these staff members have come to depend on our students and know that they can count on them to do a great job. It is a 

very positive atmosphere,” she said. 

The school also participated in “Socktober” the month of October, through which they collected socks to donate to the Ashville Food 

Pantry. Socktober was created by Kid President. His belief is that students and kids can leave the world better than they found it.   

“By participating in Socktober, it is one way to make a real impact on our community. It is the hope that our East students continue 

striving throughout their lives to make the world a better place,” Helser said. “Our focus for our students is to build a well-rounded 

student. We want our students to learn to give back to a community that has provided our school with so many wonderful resources.  

We understand that we are extremely fortunate to have such a wonderful school and live in a great community and we want to keep it 

that way.  Community service projects are our way to reach out to those in need and make a difference in their lives!” 

Music Program receives iPads from Ted Lewis Museum 

The Walnut music program recently received a donation of 

four iPads from the Ted Lewis Museum. There are specific 

indicators for fourth and fifth grade students that address the 

use of technology and digital tools in music. They state that 

students should use technology and the media arts to create 

and perform music. Music teacher Cheryl Vorus plans to use 

the iPads to meet these required standards.  

Her goal is to use the iPads to guide the students in creating 

some of their own musical pieces and to demonstrate how 

using technology can allow anyone, even if they cannot play an instrument, to create simple to complex musical pieces.  

“The use of the iPads will allow us to see how technology has changed the music world. That is not to say that I feel technology 

should replace learning to play an actual instrument, but it can allow you to add your recorded instrument to a drum set or piano 

accompaniment that you may not have access to or to see the layers that are possible in music that they may not otherwise grasp by 

just listening. It can also allow students with a physical disability to play an instrument on the iPad along with their classmates.” 

“We are grateful to the Ted Lewis Museum for this generous donation. Not only will the students be able to use the iPads to enhance 

their knowledge of music, but they will also use them to research more about Ted Lewis, who is an icon in our community,” principal 

Greg Kovack said.  
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