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November 

23 No School 

24 No School    

25 No School   

December 

12 Board of Education 
 Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

16 End of 2nd 9 Weeks 

19 Winter Break - 
 No School Dec 19 -
 Jan 2 

January 

2 No School -   
 Teacher Work Day 

3 Classes Resume 

16 No School  

February 

9 Parent/Teacher 
 Conferences @   
 HS & MS, 3-6 pm 

16 Parent/Teacher 
 Conferences @ 
 Elem, 4-7 pm 

20 No School 

March 

9 End of 3rd Weeks 

10 No School -   
 Teacher Prof. Day  

24 TVEF Auction @ 
 Pinnacle Golf Club, 
 6:30 pm 
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For the past year, we have been sharing information regarding growth in the Teays    
Valley Local School District. Driving around our school district, we continue to see new 
houses  being constructed with new families moving into them. As I’ve shared with many, 
it is better to be working in a school district where families are moving in, than moving 
out! This shows the Teays Valley district is a premier school district and a district parents 
are choosing to bring their children. During the past 10 years, the Teays Valley Local 
School District has seen an increase of over 640 students. Just this school year alone, we 
have increased by 100 students from last year. In contrast, over the past 10 years, no  
other public school in Pickaway County has seen an increase of students.  

An enrollment study was completed last November that predicted Teays Valley would   
increase in student enrollment by over 740 students in the next 10 years. We also know 
there are plans for more than 1,900 new homes to be constructed in TVLSD in the next 10 
years. In anticipation of this growth, the district is working with SHP Leading Design for 
Master Facilities Planning. This process will involve a Community Advisory Team to discuss 
the ongoing changes in the district and their impact on current facilities/enrollment and to 
create opportunities for the community to provide input as improvements are planned.   

Many of our buildings are starting to approach their capacity limits. See the table below 
for current capacities of each school building: 

School Safety 

• An additional School Resource Officer has been added this school year. Our SRO’s include 
Deputy Jared Duskey, Deputy Levi Freeman and Deputy Branden Skaggs. 

• The district continues to partner with the Safe School Helpline, which provides students, 
staff and community members an anonymous way to report safety concerns. All reports are 
private, confidential and anonymous. For more information, go to https://bit.ly/3o01Pj6. 

• Additional information about district safety measures can be found at                          
www.tvsd.us/SafetyMeasures.aspx. 

As we work to determine the future of the Teays Valley School District and our facilities, 
we continue to work hard to deliver an education to our students that our parents and 
school community deserve. I am grateful for the work of our staff and administrators who 
work hard each day to meet the expectations that have been established over the years. 

Go Vikings! 

Kyle Wolfe, Superintendent 

Ashville Elementary 87% 

Scioto Elementary 86% 

S. Bloomfield Elementary 95% 

Walnut Elementary 92% 

TV East Middle School 89% 

TV West Middle School 91% 

TV High School 64%    

   The first pillar of the Profile of a Teays Valley graduate states “a Teays Valley graduate is prepared 
for success in college, the military and/or work.” One way Teays Valley High School strives to do 
that is by introducing students to various options that are available to them after graduation. This 
was done recently through a county-wide Manufacturing Day. The schools partnered with local  
businesses to celebrate National Manufacturing Month and raise awareness of the many local career 
opportunities in modern manufacturing. DuPont, PPG, Kenworth, EG Industries, Health Care      
Logistics and MidWest Fabricating opened their doors to host interested students.  

   Junior and senior students got the opportunity to tour these facilities and learn first-hand about 
in-demand, high paying careers in science, engineering, design, robotics, IT, sales, marketing, 
research and more. Students were served lunch, where a presentation was provided by Pickaway-

Ross on the various education options available to advance in the field of modern manufacturing.  

“The last event of this kind was in 2019 and we were happy to be able to offer this valuable in-person resource to Pickaway County      
students once again and highlight career opportunities right here in our local area,” Pickaway WORKS Executive Director Christy Mills said. 

Each tour group had individual tour guides, which allowed the students to see each employee’s role and gave them the opportunity to 
ask questions along the way.   

“We wanted to show the kids all of the opportunities that are available right here in Pickaway County no matter your education level,” 
college and career advisor Ali Jacob said. “I think kids were pleasantly surprised of what manufacturing really meant.” 

A survey after the tour showed that 70% of the students said that they would be more likely to pursue a career in modern manufacturing.   

“These field trips are so important. We want to get kids out of their ‘school bubble’ and introduce them to opportunities in much needed 
careers right here in Pickaway County,” Jacob said. “These tours show our kids what is out there after graduation and we hope to provide 
them with those connections for a successful career.” 

~If you have questions about “The Talk at Teays” or if you would like to submit information for the next edition,  
contact Julie DeLisio, Director of Communications, at 740.983.5048 or at jdelisio@tvsd.us. 

Manufacturing Day showcases opportunities for Graduates 

 Cover your cough.  

 Sneeze into your upper sleeve  

 Avoid touching their eyes, nose, or mouth 

 Wash your hands often with soap & water or use hand sanitizer  

Stop the spread of germs that can make you and others sick! Here's how to help stop the spread of germs: 

Illness Policy—If your child has a fever, diarrhea or vomiting, they need to be free of these symptoms for 24 hours, without over 
the counter medications, to return to school. 

Current COVID Protocol—Positive students must stay home for 5 days from the start of symptoms. They can return on day 6 and 
are encouraged to wear a mask for the next 5 days. Exposed students may come to school. They are encouraged to wear a mask 
for 10 days from the first exposure day. If symptoms start, they are encouraged to test.  

Following these precautions helps to reduce the spreading of infections within our buildings.     



   Educating students takes place in a number of different ways. 
One unique approach takes place through music therapy and  
adaptive physical education. Music therapy is presented by Rhythm 
and You, while adaptive PE is led by Circleville Physical Therapy. 
   Music therapy is the use of music to address the physical,    
emotional, cognitive and social needs of a group or individual. The 
music therapist works on the students’ IEP goals through music. 
   “The students are learning social skills such as taking turns,  

being part of a team and learning how to ask and answer questions,” intervention specialist Cara Layne said. “While having fun, they are 
also working on math and language skills tied to their IEPs.” 

Adaptive PE is an opportunity for students to work on large and fine motor skills through group activities in the gym. The physical    
therapists adapt the activities currently taking place in the gym to the students’ level so they can be successful in physical education with 
their peers. 

“We hope that our students gain confidence in their abilities and that carries over into their physical education class with their grade 
level peers,” Layne said. “Our hope is that confidence continues throughout the day. Being part of a team is important. It's OK to not  
succeed the first time, but to keep trying.” 

“It is wonderful to see our students gain skills and tackle goals through these unique educational approaches,” principal Gretchen Weiler 
said. “They have fun while learning and improving at the same time.” 

Fostering strong leaders and building leadership skills begins as early as 
the elementary level. One way this takes place at Scioto is through the 
Student Leadership Team. According to 1st grade teacher and SLT advisor 
Dawn Wasem, this is a group of model students who have been chosen by 
their teachers and administrators to lead and set a positive example for 
the student body. Currently, it is made up of 4th and 5th grade students, 
then 3rd grade students will be added as the year progresses. 

To become a part of this leadership group, students completed a survey 
and answered questions about how they want to participate in school  
leadership. They were then chosen by teachers and administrators.  

“The purpose of this team is to lead our students in service to each other, our school stakeholders and the community,” Wasem said. 

The students take ownership in brainstorming ideas about how they can have an impact at the school. So far this school year, students 
have been involved in volunteering with PTO fundraisers, served as student ambassadors for new students and families, promoted the 
district-wide food drive to their classmates and assisted at the book fair. An initiative they would like to start is to create a book buddy  
program through which older students will read books with younger students. 

“I hope that through the SLT, students will gain a sense of empowerment by knowing that their behaviors have a positive impact on  
others,” Wasem said. “We are really proud of the way these kiddos have stepped up and helped out.” 

   Librarian Deanna Hill is always striving to find new ways to get students excited about reading. This 
year she introduced a “Library Book Tasting.” She transformed the library into an Italian restaurant. As 
students entered the library, Italian music was playing and they were escorted to the tables, which 
were set with tablecloths, place settings and plates. The new books were placed on the plates and in 
the middle of the tables for students to “sample.” 

   “Of course, no restaurant is complete without a chef in a chef’s hat and apron, which I wore,” Hill 
said. 

  Each table had different types of books for the students to sample, including easy fiction, fiction,  
nonfiction and graphic novels. They were given a few minutes at each table before choosing a different table with a new set of books to 
“taste.” Students were given a little booklet to write down their favorite books.    

“My hope was that each student would be able to find at least a couple of books that they were interested in reading and that they would 
come back to the library to check them out later,” Hill said. “The students had so much fun and loved this activity. I even had students ask 
if we could do it again next year.” 

In addition to the book tasting, another special event that encourages students to read is the annual book fair.   

“At our book fair, students have an opportunity to purchase a new book of their choice and to help the library raise money in the      
process. I believe that showing students the variety of books that our library has to offer and then encouraging them to choose books that 
they are interested in, motivates them to read more,” Hill said. “In addition to these activities, one of my favorite ways to encourage an 
interest in reading is simply to read to the students so that they can learn to love and appreciate a good book.” 

Book Tasting fosters Love of Reading 

Student Leadership Team has positive impact on School 

Unique Educational Opportunities boost Students’ Skills 
   This year’s district-wide theme centers around building relationships and providing hope. One way Walnut 
is working to strengthen relationships throughout the school is with the introduction of a big/little buddy       
program. Every kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grader was paired with a 3rd, 4th and 5th grade student. 

   “This year we decided we wanted to give the little kids a big kid buddy to help with self esteem and   
feeling included in our Walnut family,” school counselor Niki Shaner said. 

   They kicked it off by introducing the students to their buddies, then they enjoyed popsicles together and 
got to know each other. The goal is for the buddies to get together at least once a quarter, but some   
homeroom buddies have already gotten together multiple times. A few activities have included reading 
together in the dark gym with flashlights, working on writing activities together and a water balloon toss. 
The next school-wide event is planned for December, which will be a pajama day and holiday activity. 

“We hope the younger kids feel special and get some individual attention. Hopefully they feel like they are connected to not only their 
homeroom, but older kids too,” Shaner said. “This program allows the older kids to find their sense of pride as they help a younger child 
pick out a popsicle and open it or make a craft, study their sight words or whatever they are doing. They get to be leaders and model  
how to make a new friend and how to ask questions to get to know someone. The opportunities are unlimited in person growth and self      
esteem building.” 

“The buddy program has been a very positive addition,” principal Greg Kovack said. “I have enjoyed seeing the students learn from 
each other and see the sense of pride the older students get as they make an impact on the younger students.” 

Partnerships with local organizations help to offer our students unique learning opportunities to bring 
lessons to life. Katerina Sharp from Pickaway County Soil and Water has been working with 6th grade 
students to introduce them to soil testing. Students brought soil from their own yards to be tested and 
used a variety of tools to test it. This included testing for nitrogen, potassium, phosphorus and pH levels, 
along with learning more about texture, porosity and which type of soil they had. 

These visits corresponded with lessons being done in 6th grade about rocks, minerals and soil. By  
bringing in soil from their own yards, it made the lesson more personal for the students. 

“Students need to understand what is in the soil and which soil types impacted our community,” 6th grade 
teacher Kayla Hardy said. “They were able to see the diversity of soil that we have in the community.” 

The hands-on aspect of Sharp’s visit made the lesson more exciting for students. 

“It helped students understand that it is not ‘dirt.’ Students loved to get dirty and wanted to know how soil was tested,” Hardy said. 
“They were fascinated by the testing and were excited to learn what color the soil would change based on what they were testing. They 
waited patiently for the test results and understood why certain plants grew well or not.”  

In addition to the activities, Sharp shared what she does for the community and exposed students to the importance of her profession.  

“We are grateful for our partnerships with organizations such as this one to enhance our students’ learning opportunities. We love to see 
the students’ excitement over these hands-on lessons,” principal Kevin Kinne said. 

   Students in intervention specialist Ashley Cotton’s class were introduced to various aspects of 
the Pickaway County Sheriff’s Department during a recent visit there. They got the opportunity 
to see the Sheriff’s Department’s K-9 unit work on training exercises, visited the area where 911 
calls are received and discussed how those calls are handled. They also learned about the 
S.W.A.T. vehicles and had the chance to get inside them. 

   While there, they met Sheriff Matthew Hafey and Chief Deputy James Brown. Deputy Pete 
Bowers, the TV DARE officer, also spoke with the students and accompanied them on the tour. 

   “I hope the students learned more about our local law enforcement and how they are able to 
help us,” Cotton said. “They were very excited and loved learning all of the ins and outs of the 
Sheriff’s department.” 

   Providing opportunities like this for students gives them the opportunity to learn lessons     
outside of their daily classroom experiences. 

“We felt that this was an important field trip because the Sheriff wanted to humanize his department for the students so that they 
would not be afraid to go to them for help, if needed,” Cotton said. 

A highlight of the visit was when the students were sworn in as Junior Deputies of the Pickaway County Sheriff's Department. 

“The students had a great time while learning about all that takes place through the Sheriff’s Department. They were excited to be 
sworn in as Junior Deputies and to share all they learned and experienced,” principal John Keel said. 

Students learn about Sheriff’s Department through Visit 

Hands-on Learning Experiences take place through Local Partnerships 

Buddy Program builds Relationships 


