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WELCOME TO KINDERGARTEN 

 

Your child has reached an exciting and important time in his or her life – the school years! 

The first day of kindergarten is the beginning of a new adventure unlike any other your 

child will ever experience. We are looking forward to working with you and your child for 

years to come. Sharing information, communicating and working together, we can ensure 

that kindergarten is a successful learning experience for your child and the start of a 

successful academic experience in the Teays Valley Schools. 

 

We know how important the first day of kindergarten is for every student and the caring 

adults in their lives. This handbook is designed to answer questions and provide ideas to 

help the school year begin and progress smoothly and positively. Included is information 

about the Teays Valley School District and the services provided for students, such as 

busing, immunization requirements, curriculum and parental involvement. However, this 

is just a beginning. Your child’s teacher, the school principal, elementary guidance 

counselor and all the administrative staff are ready and able to discuss any questions or 

concerns you may have. 

 

I welcome you and your child to the Teays Valley Local School District family. We sincerely 

believe that your child’s first day of kindergarten will be an enjoyable one. We are 

committed to doing everything in our power to make sure that it is and this commitment 

does not end with the first day, but lasts throughout your child’s entire school career. I 

am sure that your child’s kindergarten year will be the beginning of a successful school 

experience and we look forward to many wonderful years of learning and growing 

together. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Robin Halley, 

Superintendent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Teays Valley Local School District 

Elementary Schools and Administrative Office 

 

 

Ashville Elementary       Scioto Elementary   

Gretchen Weiler, Principal      Devin Anderson, Principal  

90 Walnut Street        20 West Scioto Street                                       

Ashville, Ohio 43103       Commercial Point, Ohio 43116 

740-983-5000        740-983-5000         

        

South Bloomfield Elementary      Walnut Elementary     

Bruce Bryant, Principal           Greg Kovack, Principal 

194 Dowler Drive        7150 Ashville Fairfield Rd.    

South Bloomfield, Ohio       Ashville, Ohio 43103  

740-983-5000      740-983-5000     

       

 

Board Office        Administrative Offices 

385 Viking Way         Robin Halley, Superintendent 

Ashville, Ohio 43103        Kyle Wolfe, Assistant Superintendent 

740-983-5000        Theresa Miller, RN, Elementary Nurse 

http://www.tvsd.us        Terri Richards, RN, Elementary Nurse 

    Beth Keplar, Director of Teaching & Learning     

          Brooke Adkins, S Bloomfield School Counselor 

    Ronna Brisker, Ashville School Counselor 

    Rebekah Radcliff, Scioto School Counselor 

    Niki Shaner, Walnut School Counselor     

    Ron Teeters, Transportation Director 

    Jaymi Brumfield, Administrator of Exceptional Needs 

 

 

 

 



About the Teays Valley Local School District 

 

Our Mission 

We are committed to learning together, growing together, achieving together. 

 

 

Guiding Principles 

1. We must do what is best for students. This one phrase will guide our decision 

making and operate as our moral compass.  

2. The safety and welfare of our students is our priority. This must be reflected in our 

actions and in our facilities. 

3. Relationships matter. We will treat our students, families and community with 

respect. We believe student, parent and community input into every aspect of what 

we do as a district is essential to everyone’s success. 

4. We can do more together than we can alone. We must ensure that we are working 

together as a community to move education in our district forward. Only through 

continuous reflection, respectful conversation, and collaboration will we ensure 

that we are continuously serving the needs of our students. 

5. We are all leaders. We are responsible for providing protection, direction, and 

encouragement to those that follow. We are committed to being examples of 

caring and serving leaders. 

6. Excellent teachers are the foundation of quality instruction. All educators are 

accountable for the quality of work provided to students, and they must be 

committed to the continuous improvement of that work. 

7. Teachers know their students. Effective teaching involves acquiring relevant 

knowledge about students and using that knowledge to inform classroom 

instruction. 

8. Every student can surpass their current level of learning. Students learn in different 

ways and at different rates; therefore, instruction should make every attempt to 

match learning styles and levels. 

9. We will be accountable. We must continuously develop new ways to measure and 

assess our effectiveness and the quality of our programs and services 

 

 

 

 



In General 

Students begin their school experience in the friendly atmosphere of one of the district’s 

four elementary schools. Teachers and other trained staff provide instruction to serve the 

varied needs, interests and abilities of each student. 

The instructional program for kindergarten through grade five emphasizes the basic 

subjects of reading, writing and mathematics, as well as spelling, science and social 

studies. Instruction in library helps to further enrich the basic curriculum. 

Speech and Language Services: Some students require speech and language therapy and 

Teays Valley Schools offer therapy services to meet these needs. Depending on the 

student's needs, therapy may be provided individually, in groups or with consultation with 

the teaching staff. 

Other services: Some students may have very special learning needs that cannot be 

adequately addressed in our kindergarten program. For these students, the district works 

cooperatively with other schools and agencies to make pre-school, Head Start and special 

education classes available. 

 

The Ohio Department of Education has put together some links with a lot of helpful 

information about preparing for kindergarten. Go to 

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Early-Learning/Kindergarten. 

 

 

Kindergarten KRA  

Kindergarteners will begin school on the same day as all other elementary students. Once 

students become adjusted to the established classroom routines, teachers will conduct 

kindergarten screenings. Kindergarten screenings consist of assessments the teacher will 

administer to a small group of students. Your principal will notify you of the modified 

schedule used to complete all assessments. Your child will be administered the 

Kindergarten Readiness Assessment (KRA), among other measures. The KRA gives 

teachers a complete picture of a child’s learning and development. It will identify 

individual strengths and educational needs that inform the teacher’s plan for students. 

The tests look at physical well-being and motor development, language and literacy, 

mathematics, science, social studies and social skills. 

 

 



TIPS TO HELP YOU PREPARE YOUR CHILD FOR KINDERGARTEN 

 

By the end of Kindergarten, students are expected to be at the emergent stages of 

reading. They will be writing sentences on their own and reading and writing sight words. 

There are certain things that you can do at home to prepare your child for his/her 

kindergarten year. During the fall, kindergarten screenings will be held and your child will 

be asked to perform readiness activities, as well as have a vision, hearing and language 

screening.  

 

 

Things your child may be asked to know or do during kindergarten screening: 

 Recognize and name the basic shapes  

 Count to at least 10  

 Write his/her name with a capital first letter and the rest lowercase (Michele)  

 Match quantities to numbers, such as, the child is shown a number and he/she is 

able to give the teachers the correct number of blocks - numbers 1-5  

 Follow simple directions, such as pick up the red pencil and put it on the block  

 Hold a pencil correctly  

 Identify some capital and lowercase letters & sounds 

 Listen to a story without interrupting and answer basic comprehension questions 

 Listen to a story and tell what happened in the beginning, the middle and the end  

 Rhyming - tell if words rhyme - give rhyming words, ex. cat, hat, pig, dig, etc.  

 Identifying beginning sounds of words 

 Know how to look at a book (know which side is the front, know if the book is 

right-side up, etc.) 

 

 

Kindergarten Registration 

 

Who May Come?  To enroll in kindergarten, a child must be five years of age on or before 

August 1 of the current school year. Children can be registered each spring at designated 

registration times at each building or by calling your child’s school’s office. Items you will 

need to bring with you for registering your child include: 

 Your child's birth certificate 

 Parent's or guardian's proof of residency (current lease, utility bills, rental 

agreement, etc.) 

 Child's immunization (shot) records 

 Custody papers, if applicable 

 



Immunization Requirements:  All children enrolled in Ohio schools must be completely 

immunized (or meet the allowable alternatives) against measles, mumps, rubella, 

diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, Hepatitis B, Polio and chicken pox. Upon entering school, 

each student must provide the school nurse with verification that the following 

immunizations are completed: 

 Diphtheria/Tetanus/Pertussis (DtaP/DTP/DT) – a minimum of FIVE doses    

     are required. 

 Poliomyelitis (OPV/IPV) – a minimum of FOUR doses are required. 

 Measles/Mumps/Rubella – TWO doses of MMR vaccines are required. The      

     first dose must have been received on or after the first birthday. 

 Hepatitis B Vaccine Series – a minimum of THREE doses are required. 

 Varicella (chicken pox) – TWO doses of varicella vaccine are required. 

 

Immunization information may be submitted to the school by a parent, physician or 

public clinic. Consult the school nurse by calling 740-983-5000 with questions or 

concerns regarding immunization requirements. For questions about your child’s 

immunization status, contact your family physician or the Pickaway County Health 

Department (located in Circleville at 110 Island Road, Suite C, 740-477-9667, ext. 240.) 

 

Visit the Health link on the TV website (http://www.tvsd.us/Health.aspx) for more 

information about immunizations. 

 

 

In Process Exception: For pupils who are behind on their immunizations and cannot 

possibly obtain all immunizations before school starts, Ohio law provides an “in process” 

exception. Pupils who have received at least one dose of each vaccine may remain in 

school. However, they must make satisfactory progress in completing each vaccine series 

in order to maintain their “in process” status. Failure to do so will cause your child to 

be excluded from school until immunizations have been completed.                                    

                               

 

The Pickaway County Health Department offers immunization clinics. Please call 

740.477.9667 ext. 240. 

 

 A parent or guardian must be present, or the attending adult must have written  

     permission from a parent or guardian. 

 All income levels are welcome. The maximum charge is $10 per 

immunization. The charge may be lower with proof of income. No child is     

denied services because of inability to pay. 

 Medicaid and Medicaid HMO cards are accepted. 

 Bring a current immunization record to appointment. 

 



Physical/Dental Examinations are requested. Contact your physician and dentist early to 

make arrangements. Reports dated within the year prior to the start of school are 

acceptable. If a professional eye doctor has never examined your child, it is 

recommended you do so at this time. 

 

It is the sole responsibility of the parent/guardian to obtain and present the record of 

immunization, physical exam report and dental exam report to the school prior to the 

opening of school. Limited extensions to providing this information can be made, but 

failure to complete in a timely manner may result in a child being excluded from 

attending school. 

 

 

Screening:  All incoming kindergarten students will undergo vision and hearing 

screenings conducted by the school nurse. The purpose of the screening is to aid in early 

identification of problems, but does not replace a professional health examination. Some 

of the areas covered in the screening include vision, hearing, health history, 

immunization review and family information summary. 

 

 

 

 

                                       

 

 

 

 

 



 

What is Kindergarten? 

The primary goal of kindergarten is to build a foundation of learning and develop a 

positive attitude toward school. Kindergarten is the foundation to prepare a child to learn 

in the following years. Students will build upon their current knowledge of letters, sounds 

and words through application in reading and writing. They will also be introduced to 

math, science and social studies. In 2017, Ohio adopted new, higher learning standards 

for students in reading, math, science and social studies. The new standards are located 

at the end of this handbook. 

 

Time Schedule:  Teays Valley elementary schools are in session from 9 a.m.-3:35 p.m.  

Doors open at 8:40 a.m. for students who choose to eat breakfast. All other students may 

enter at 8:50 a.m. 

 

 

The First Day of School 

The first few minutes of the first day can be the start of a positive, exciting experience for 

your child. Begin talking about the first day of school well in advance, during the spring 

and summer before school starts. Talk enthusiastically about school. If children ask 

questions, answer them honestly. Let your child know that it is natural to have funny 

feelings about going to school. Books about school can also be helpful in handling first 

day jitters. 

 

Before the first day of school, if your child rides the bus, take him/her to the stop where 

he/she will be picked up and returned. If your child walks to school, walk the route 

together several times before the first day of school. 

 

Children should not arrive to school too early. A long wait for class to begin may add to 

strain and tension. Students are not permitted in the building prior to 8:50 a.m. Parents 

will not be permitted to walk their child to class. Students should be dropped off at the 

office where they will be escorted to class by a staff member. 

 

Families can play an important role in how a child views the start of his/her educational 

experience. 

 Be positive and loving 

 Be reassuring 

 Say good-bye with a smile 

 Answer questions like: 

 Will I have friends? 

 What if I have to go to the bathroom? 

 Will my teacher like me? 

 What will my bus be like? 

 

 

 



Dress Code 

Student appearance reflects an attitude of pride in self, school and community. No 

students shall wear articles of clothing that distracts from the educational process. 

 Clothing is to be neat, clean and modest. 

 Low-cut tops, see-through blouses, midriff tops, tank tops, spaghetti straps, very short 

skirts or shorts are examples of styles that are considered unacceptable for students. 

 Unacceptable accessories, including chains and/or studded accessories, are not 

permitted. 

 Clothing with writing and/or symbols that advertise or promote activities against 

school regulations is not permitted.                                                                                           

 Writing or symbols on shirts that are obscene or suggestive of obscenities are not 

permitted. Messages suggestive of alcohol, sex, substance abuse or an unhealthy 

attitude towards school are not productive for a positive school environment and are 

not permitted. 

 Hats are not to be worn in the building except on special days like spirit days or hat 

days. 

 Sunglasses are not permitted unless approved by a physician. 

 Pants or shorts with holes in them are not permitted. 

 Oversized clothing (sagging pants worn low on the waist or large pants cut off to 

allow a sagging crotch) that is excessive or compromises the safety of students is not 

permitted. 

 Appropriate footwear will be worn at all times (flip-flops are not permitted for outdoor 

play).   

 Body piercings other than the ears are not permitted. Suggestive, obscene or 

inappropriate tattoos (permanent or temporary) are not permitted. 

 

 

Helpful Clothing Hints 

 Clothes are for comfort. Kindergarten students may wear any clothing that is 

comfortable and fits within the elementary student dress code. It is very important 

that students know how to put on their outer garments by themselves. 

 Have your child practice buttoning, zipping, snapping pants and tying shoes so that 

he/she can manage these tasks ALONE. When buying school clothes, consider 

garments that have easy-to-use buttons and zippers. Put your child’s name on all 

outside clothing that will be worn to school. It might just mean the difference between 

buying one or several jackets during the school year. 

 Kindergarten classes will use tempera paint throughout the year. Although it is water 

based, the paint can leave a stain. Do not send your child to school in something that 

cannot be worn to paint in! Even “paint shirts” do not cover a child’s clothes 

completely. Sending a change of clothes to be kept at school is advised as well.  



Attendance: Coming to school regularly and on time is very important. Your child’s 

participation and progress is maintained through consistent attendance. Please be aware 

that after five days of missed school, students must have a medical excuse for the 

absence to be considered excused. If your child will be absent from class, call the 

automated attendance line at 740-983-5099 prior to the start of school.  

 

 

When Should My Child Stay Home? If your child has any of the following symptoms, 

he/she should stay home: 

 Fever of 100 degrees or over, before fever reducing medicine is given  

 Eye infection/drainage 

 Vomiting 

 Severe headache 

 Diarrhea 

 Earache 

 Severe cold symptoms of runny nose, sore throat, persistent cough, swollen 

     glands 

 Rashes 

 Communicable disease 

 Head lice 

 

The school policy for returning to school following an illness is 24 hours free of 

symptoms without the use of medication. 

 

 

Medication in School 

Scheduling of medication or treatment outside of school hours is encouraged. When 

that is not possible, a specific district policy is in place and must be followed. Prescribed 

medications can be taken during the school day, but an authorization form must be 

completed with written permission from the parent or guardian and verified instructions 

from the physician provided. Parents are responsible for the safe delivery of the 

medication to the school office. It is preferred that the parent bring in the medication to 

the school office and review with the school staff the specific instructions on how and 

when the medication is to be given. 

 

Medication must be received in the container in which it was dispensed by the physician 

or pharmacist with the student’s name, dosage and time interval clearly marked. All 

medication is stored in the school clinic. 

 

When the school nurse is not in attendance, medication will be dispensed by office staff, 

who is likely not medically trained. 



Written permission is also required for any non-prescription (over the counter) medication 

to be dispensed. As well, this medication must be provided in the original container with 

written authorization on file along with dosage instructions. 

 

The parent or guardian must notify the school if any medication orders have changed. 

 

Medication authorization forms are available in the school office or may be downloaded 

from the district website (http://www.tvsd.us/Forms.aspx). 

 

In the case of sudden illness or if your child becomes injured at school, simple first aid 

will be administered by the school nurse, teacher or other designated staff. If emergency 

care is required and the school is unable to contact a parent or guardian, instructions on 

the Emergency Medical Authorization form will be followed, unless instructions to the 

contrary have been provided. We suggest that you list at least three contacts on the 

Emergency Medical Form. 

 

Typically, in the event of non-emergency ailments, the following OTC medications may be 

dispensed, if the parent or guardian has provided permission on the Medical 

Authorization form: 

 

 Ibuprofen (Advil, Motrin)     

 Acetaminophen (Tylenol) 

 Benadryl        

 Tums 

 Imodium A-D       

 Robitussin 

 First Aid antiseptic/ointment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Communicable Disease Information 

Children should not attend school if they have been diagnosed with a communicable 

disease. A release from a physician may be required for a student to return to school after 

recovering from a communicable disease. The following is helpful information: 

 

 

 

Disease Gestation Symptoms Prevention Return to School After 

Chicken Pox 10-21 days 
Severe itching rash, later forms 

pustules, sore throat 
Vaccine When all sores are scabbed 

Strep Throat/ 

Scarlet Fever 
2-7 days 

Fever, vomiting, sore throat, rash & 

strawberry tongue 

Contact physician         

if exposed 

Only with physician's 

permission 

Common Cold Varies 

Irritated throat, watery discharge    

from nose and eyes, sneezing, chills, 

general discomfort 

Good hand washing When symptoms are gone 

Influenza (Flu) Varies 

Abrupt onset of fever, chills,   

headache, sore muscles, runny nose, 

sore throat, cough 

Immunization may be 

available – contact 

physician 

When symptoms are gone 

Pertussis 

(whooping 

cough) 

7-21 days 

Cough, worse at night, with a 

characteristic “whoop” sound. Fever 

may be present with a watery nasal 

discharge. 

Contact physician if 

exposed and has 

symptoms 

After student has been on 

antibiotics for a full 24 hours 

Hand, Foot, 

Mouth Disease 
3-6 days 

Raised rash, especially on palms, soles 

of feet and area surrounding and inside 

of mouth. 

Comfort measures/ 

contact physician 

Fever has been gone for 24 

hours and student is not 

feeling ill. 

Scabies Varies 

Small raised areas of skin containing 

fluid or tiny burrows resembling a line.  

Appears at finger webs, wrist, elbows, 

armpits, thighs and beltline.  Intense 

itching, especially at night. 

Personal cleanliness 
After first treatment with 

Scabicide 

Head Lice Varies 

Irritation, itching of scalp.  Presence of 

yellow-brown or white nits found on 

hair shaft or presence of bugs. 

Prompt treatment, 

removal of nits, 

continuous screening 

No active infestation and 

treatment with medicated 

shampoo 

Pink Eye Varies 

Redness, swelling of membranes of 

one/both eyes.  Burning or itching & 

purulent discharge. 

Personal cleanliness & 

avoid use of common 

toilet articles 

All discharges have ceased & 

eyes are clear 

Impetigo Varies 

Blister-like lesions that develop into 

crusted pus-like plaques, commonly on 

face/hands, sometimes entire body 

Personal cleanliness & 

prompt treatment of 

symptoms 

All lesions have entirely 

healed 

Ringworm Varies 

Scalp: scaly patches, temporary 

baldness; Skin: flat, inflamed ring-like 

sores that itch or burn;  Feet: scaling or 

cracking, between toes or blisters 

Personal cleanliness & 

all household contacts, 

pets, farm animals 

examined & treated if 

infected 

Treatment is begun & with 

doctor permission 

      



Transportation 

Kindergarten students enjoy riding the bus. Teays Valley bus drivers and school 

administrators work together to ensure a safe, happy ride for all students. Bus routes are 

established as children are registered for school. Most students will receive notification of 

their bus information prior to the start of school. School bus routes are designed with the 

following in mind: safety, efficiency and bus routes used in prior years. Allowing children 

to ride the bus during the first weeks of school helps to establish and confirm a 

permanent bus route and schedule. Students should be aware of and follow basic bus 

rules: 

 

 Do not board the bus until the driver signals 

 Go immediately to assigned seat, sit down and stay in seat 

 Use a quiet voice at all times 

 Obey bus regulations 

 

Stress to your child the importance of staying in his/her seat during the ride to and from 

school. The safety of your child is of the utmost importance to us. A complete copy of 

transportation rules will be given to students on the first day of school. 

 

Transportation plans will be filled out through child’s account in the OneView system. 

Please note, each child will be permitted one address for pick up and one address for 

drop off. 

 

Drop Off and Pick Up   Each building has a designated drop off and pick up area.  

Students may enter at 8:50 a.m. The building will not be accessible prior to this time. 

 

For all students’ safety, students should use only the designated entries for arrival and 

departure from school. Students who must leave early must have a parent or guardian (or 

other pre-designated adult) sign them out at the building office. 

 

Parents picking up their children need to observe all traffic and school patterns (speed 

limit, bus lanes, etc.). Please do not park in bus lanes. We are trying to ensure the safest 

environment for your children. 

 

School Closings   Inclement weather may result in school closing, delayed opening or 

early dismissal. These decisions are made as early as possible and always prior to the 

start of bus routes. Local media is alerted to any school closings. You will also receive a 

call through our all call system. It is important that your child’s contact information is 

updated in the OneView system if you would like to receive a call about delays and 

closings. 

 

. 



How My Child Learns to Write 

The letter formation guide below will be used in kindergarten. You can help to prepare 

your child for kindergarten by having him/her practice printing the letters and numbers. 

If you would like to teach your child how to print his/her name, print the first letter 

capital, followed by lowercase letters. 

 



Verbal Path for the Formation of Letters 

Sometimes it helps the children to say aloud the directions for “making” a letter. This 

“verbal path” helps them to understand the directional movement that is essential. In 

addition, it gives the teacher and child a language to talk through the letter and its 

features. Here, we suggest language for creating a verbal path to the distinctive features 

of the letters.  

                               

                

 

 



 

  

                    

              

                        



Ohio’s Learning Standards 

 

Teays Valley kindergarten follows Ohio’s New Learning Standards that were revised by the 

Ohio Department of Education in 2017. 

 

Our teachers have translated Ohio’s standards into “I CAN” statements to help students 

understand the content that they are learning. Also, the verbs (skills) are in bold print, 

stressing the skill that students must be able to do to show mastery of a standard by the 

end of their kindergarten year. 

 

The following highlights some of the standards for kindergarten students in the form of 

“I CAN” statements, which your child will be using in his/her classroom: 

 

 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Language Standards 

 “I CAN print many upper and lowercase letters.” 

 “I CAN use nouns and verbs.” 

 “I CAN form regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or /es/ (e.g., dog, dogs; 

wish, wishes).” 

 “I CAN understand and use questions words (e.g., who, what, when, where, why, 

how).” 

 “I CAN use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, 

off, for, of, by, with).” 

 “I CAN produce and expand complete sentences in shared group activities.” 

  

When writing: 

 “I CAN capitalize the first word of a sentence and the pronoun I.” 

 “I CAN recognize and name end punctuation.” 

 “I CAN write a letter or letters from most consonant and short-vowel sounds.” 

 “I CAN spell simple words phonetically.” 

 

Vocabulary and Acquisition and Use 

 “I CAN identify new meanings for a familiar word and use the word correctly (e.g., 

knowing duck is a bird and learning the verb to duck).” 

 “I CAN sort common things into categories (e.g., shapes, foods).” 

 “I CAN understand verbs and adjectives by relating them to their opposites 

(antonyms).” 

 “I CAN identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places 

at school that are colorful).” 

 “I CAN distinguish shades of meaning among verbs describing the same general 

action (e.g., walk, march, strut, prance) by acting out the meanings.” 

 



Reading Foundation Skills 

 “I CAN follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page.” 

 “I CAN recognize that spoken words are represented in writing by specific 

sequences of letters.” 

 “I CAN understand that words are separated by spaces in print.” 

 “I CAN recognize and name all upper-and lowercase letters in the alphabet.” 

 

Phonological Awareness 

 “I CAN recognize and produce rhyming words.” 

 “I CAN count, pronounce and blend syllables in spoken words.” 

 “I CAN add or substitute individual sounds in simple words to make new words.” 

 

Phonics and Word Recognition 

 “I CAN read common high-frequency words by sight (e.g., the, of, to, you, she, my, 

is, are, do, does).” 

 “I CAN distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of 

the letters that are different.” 

 “I CAN read emergent-reader texts with purpose and understanding.” 

 

Reading Standards for Literature and Informational Texts 

 “I CAN, with prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details 

in a text.” 

 “I CAN, with prompting and support, identify the main topics and retell key details 

of a text.” 

 “I CAN, with prompting and support, identify characters, settings and major 

events.” 

 “I CAN, with prompting and support, ask and answer questions about unknown 

words in a text.” 

 “I CAN recognize front cover, back cover and title pages of a book and recognize 

common types of text (e.g., storybooks, poems.)” 

 “I CAN, with prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a story and 

define the role of each in telling the story.” 

 “I CAN, with prompting and support, describe the relationship between 

illustrations and the story (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts).” 

 “I CAN, with prompting and support, identify the reasons an author gives to 

support points in a text.” 

 



Writing Standards 

 “I CAN use a combination of drawing, dictating and writing to compose opinion 

pieces and tell a reader an opinion or preference about the topic or book (e.g., My 

favorite book is....).” 

 “I CAN use a combination of drawing, dictating and writing to compose 

informative/explanatory texts and give information about the topic.” 

 “I CAN use a combination of drawing, dictating and writing to narrate a single 

event, tell about the events in order in which they occurred and provide a reaction 

to what happened.” 

 “I CAN, with guidance and support from adults, respond to questions and 

suggestions from peers and add details to help my writing.” 

 “I CAN with guidance and support from adults, explore a variety of digital tools to 

produce and publish writing.” 

 

Speaking and Listening Standards 

 “I CAN follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others and 

taking turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion).” 

 “I CAN show my understanding of a text by asking and answering questions.” 

 “I CAN ask and answer questions in order to seek help if I don’t understand.” 

 “I CAN describe familiar people, places, things and events, and with prompting 

and support provide additional details.” 

 “I CAN add drawings to provide additional details.” 

 “I CAN speak and express my thoughts, feelings and ideas clearly.” 

 

MATHEMATICS 

In Kindergarten, instructional time will focus on two critical areas (1) representing, 

relating and operating on whole numbers, initially with sets of objects; (2) describing 

shapes and space. Most learning time in Kindergarten will be devoted to numbers than 

any other topic. 

 

Counting and Cardinality 

~Know number names and count sequence 

 “I CAN count to 100 by ones and by tens.” 

 “I CAN count forward beginning from a given number within the known sequence 

(instead of having to begin at 1).” 

 “I CAN write numbers from 0 to 20 and then represent a number of objects with a 

written number 0-20 (with 0 meaning a count of no objects).” 

  



~Count to tell the number of objects: 

 “I CAN count objects and say the number names in the standard order.” 

 “I CAN understand that the last number name said tells the number of objects 

counted.” 

 “I CAN understand that each number in order is one larger than the one before it.” 

 “I CAN count to answer “how many?” 

 

~Compare numbers: 

 “I CAN identify whether the number of objects in one group is greater than, less 

than, or equal to the number of objects in another group.” (e.g., by using matching 

and counting strategies, including groups with up to ten objects). 

 “I CAN compare two numbers between 1 and 10 when I see them as written 

numbers.” 

 

Operations and Algebraic Thinking 

~Understand addition as putting together and adding to, and understand that subtraction 

as taking apart and taking from.  

 “I CAN represent addition and subtraction with objects, fingers, mental images, 

drawings, sounds (e.g., claps), acting out situations, talking about it, expressions 

and equations.” 

 “I CAN solve addition and subtraction word problems, and add and subtract 

within 10.” 

 “I CAN decompose numbers less than or equal to 10 into pairs, more than one 

way.” (e.g., by using objects or drawings, and record each by a drawing or 

equation) (e.g., 5=2+3 and 5= 4+1). 

 “I CAN, for any number from 1-9, find the number that makes 10 by using objects 

or drawings and record the answer with a drawing or equation.” 

 “I CAN add and subtract within 5.” 

 

~Number and Operations in Base Ten 

 “I CAN compose and decompose numbers from 11-19 into ten ones.” 

 

~Measurement and Data 

 “I CAN describe several measurable attributes of objects, such as length or 

weight.” 

 “I CAN directly compare two objects to see which has “more of”/ “less of” and 

describe the differences.” (e.g., compare the heights of two children and describe 

one as taller/shorter) 

 

~Classify objects and count the number of objects in each category 

 “I CAN classify objects into categories, count the numbers of objects in each 

category and sort the categories by numbers less than or equal to 10.” 



Geometry 

~Identify and describe shapes (squares, circles, triangles, rectangles, hexagons, cubes, 

cones, cylinders and spheres). 

 “I CAN describe objects in the environment using names of shapes, and describe 

the positions of them using terms such as above, below, beside, in front of, behind 

and next to.” 

 “I CAN name shapes regardless of their size.” 

 “I CAN identify shapes as two-dimensional (lying in a plane, “flat”) or three-

dimensional (solid).” 

 

~Analyze, compare, create and compose shapes 

 “I CAN analyze and compare two- and three-dimensional shapes, in different 

sizes, describing how they are similar and different.” (e.g., number of sides and 

vertices/”corners”) and other things (e.g., having sides of equal length) 

 “I CAN model shapes in the world by building shapes from components and 

drawing shapes.” (e.g., sticks and clay balls) 

 “I CAN compose simple shapes to form larger shapes.” (e.g., “Can you join these 

two triangles with full sides touching to make a new rectangle?)” 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

The social studies standards used by Kindergarten this year were adopted in June 2010.  

This year is the time for children to begin to form concepts about the world beyond their 

own classroom and communities. Culture, heritage and democratic principles are 

explored, building upon the foundation of the classroom experience. Children deepen 

their learning about themselves and begin to form an understanding of roles, 

responsibility for actions and decision making. 

Each student will develop an understanding of the following strands in social studies: 

 

History Strand 

 Time can be measured. 

 Personal history can be shared through stories and pictures. 

 Heritage is reflected through the arts, customs, traditions, family celebrations and 

language. 

 Nations are represented by symbols and practices. Symbols and practices of the 

United States include the American flag, Pledge of Allegiance and the National 

Anthem. 

 



Geography Strand 

 Terms related to direction and distance, as well as symbols and landmarks, can be 

used to talk about the relative location of familiar places. 

 Models and maps represent places. 

 Humans depend on and impact the physical environment in order to supply food, 

clothing and shelter. 

 Individuals are unique, but share common characteristics of multiple groups. 

 

Government Strand 

 Individuals have shared responsibilities toward the achievement of common goals 

in homes, schools and communities. 

 The purpose of rules and authority figures is to provide order, security and safety 

in the home, school and community. 

 

Economics Strand 

 People have many wants and make decisions to satisfy those wants. These 

decisions impact others. 

 Goods are objects that can satisfy people's wants. Services are actions that can 

satisfy people's wants.  

 

SCIENCE 

The science standards used by Kindergarten this year was adopted in June 2010.  

 

Scientific Inquiry and Application 

~These are the processes that all students in PreK-4 must use to construct their 

knowledge and understanding of all science content areas: 

 “I CAN observe and ask questions about the natural environment.” 

 “I CAN plan and conduct simple investigations.” 

 “I CAN employ simple equipment and tools to gather data.” 

 “I CAN use appropriate math with data to construct reasons things happen.” 

 “I CAN communicate about things I observe and investigate.” 

 “I CAN review and ask questions about the things others find out.” 

 



Earth and Space Science 

~This topic focuses on observing, exploring, describing and comparing weather 

changes, patterns in the sky and changing seasons. Students will use the “I CAN” 

statements under the Scientific Inquiry and Application section to explore the following 

science topics: 

 The moon, sun and stars are in different positions at different times of the day/night. 

 Sometimes the moon is visible during the night, sometimes the moon is visible 

during the day and at other times the moon is not visible at all. 

 The observable shape of the moon changes in size very slowly throughout each 

day and every month. 

 The sun is visible only during the day. 

 The sun's position in the sky changes in a single day and from season to season. 

 Stars are visible at night, some are visible in evening and morning and some are 

brighter than others. 

 

Physical Science 

~This topic focuses on producing sound and on observing, exploring, describing and 

comparing the properties of objects and materials with which the student is familiar. 

Students will use the “I CAN” statements under the Scientific Inquiry and Application 

section to explore the following science topics: 

 Objects can be sorted and described by the properties of the materials from which 

they are made.  

 Some of the properties can include size, color or texture. 

 Sound is produced by touching, blowing or tapping objects. 

 Sounds that are produced vary depending on the properties of objects. 

 Sound is produced when objects vibrate. 

 

Life Science 

~This topic focuses on observing, exploring, describing and comparing living things in 

Ohio. Students will use the “I CAN” statements under the Scientific Inquiry and Application 

section to explore the following science topics: 

 Living things include anything that is alive or has ever been alive. 

 Living things have specific traits. 

 Living things grow and reproduce. 

 Living things are found almost everywhere in the world. 

 There are somewhat different kids in different places. 

 Living things have physical traits and behaviors, which influence their survival. 

 Living things are made up of a variety of structures. 

 Some of these structures and behaviors influence their survival. 



2020-2021 Calendar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 

10 Teacher Work Day 

11 Teacher Work Day 

12 First Day of School 

 

September 

7 No School 

28 No School 

 

October 

15 Parent/Teacher Conferences, 4-7 p.m. 

16 End of 1
st

 9 Weeks 

19 No School 

20 No School 

21 No School 

22 No School 

23  No School 

27 Parent/Teacher Conferences, 4-7 p.m. 

 

November 

25 No School 

26 No School 

27 No School 

 

December 

18 End of 2
nd

 9 Weeks 

21 Winter Break Begins – No School    

December 21-January 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 

5 Classes Resume 

18 No School 

 

February 

2 Parent/Teacher Conferences, 4-7 p.m. 

11  Early Release Day – Students 

Dismissed at 1:30 p.m. 

Parent/Teacher Conferences, 2-5 p.m. 

15 No School 

 

March 

12 End of 3
rd

 9 Weeks 

29 Spring Break Begins – No School 

March 29-April 5 

 

April 

6 Classes Resume   

 

May 

26 Last Day of School & End of                

4
th

 9 Weeks 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to our new Vikings!! 
Class of 2033 

 
 

*Follow us on Facebook & Twitter! 


