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In 2016-2017, the Ohio Department of Health released new immunization requirements for Ohio 7th and 12th graders. 

The meningococcal conjugate vaccine (MCV4), currently referred to as Menactra or Menveo, is now required at the start of 

the school year to enter 7th and 12th grades. Seventh graders must now have both the Tdap and MCV4 vaccines. Twelfth  

graders must have two doses of MCV4 prior to entry, with the guidelines as follows: 2 doses if the first dose was administered 

prior to their 16th birthday or 1 dose if administered after the 16th birthday to enter their senior year. 

No new mandates have been issued for kindergarten entry. Those requirements are as follows: 5-Dtap, 4-Polio, 3-Hepatitis B, 

2-MMR and 2-Varicella immunizations are mandated by the State. One of the roles of the school nurse is to oversee that 

these requirements are met within the schools. If you have concerns or questions, please contact your child’s school nurse. 

From the Nurses - Immunization Updates 

Social Studies Department making History relevant for Students 

In the TVHS social studies department, the days of simply reading about history out of a textbook every day are gone. The 

teachers are striving to make history classes both engaging and relevant to the students. According to social studies teacher 

Scott Frazier, this can be challenging though. 

“Students often see history as boring and not relevant, so it can be hard to get them to buy in. One major thing we do is      

connect things we are learning in class to something that students know about. We make connections from the past to current 

events and things that could actually affect students,” he said. 

They do this by planning lessons that keep the students engaged. For example, they use pictures, music, artifacts, speakers 

that lived through a specific event or an expert in the field and kinesthetic activities that get the students up and moving and 

physically doing something they are learning.  

“This goes with making history relevant to students,” Frazier said. “If they can experience history and feel it, feel the emotion, 

or somehow connect to what they are studying, much more learning takes place and they are way more involved in class.” 

In social studies teacher Abby Young’s class, students are even encouraged to use their phones as an educational tool to     

research topics, listen to speeches or play content-related review games. Students are also engaged by working in collaborative 

groups where they have choice in assignment and the content is tiered toward different learning styles. For example, one    

lesson she did with her students involved collaborative group stations focused on World War II. Each station had a different 

activity. They included listening to a speech made by Winston Churchill, reading a primary source from a Holocaust survivor 

and analyzing propaganda and political cartoons. 

When she covered the Vietnam War, students listened to music from the 1960s and analyzed the message. They were then 

asked to write about the meaning, the emotion and make connections to music of today. 

“Bringing history to life and making it relevant is key,” she said. 

Another topic that the social studies department has been focusing on with their students is the idea of “fake news.” This has 

been a major focus in the media and politics lately, so the teachers have been working to ensure that the students understand 

the difference and that they are critical of the sources they use when researching topics. 

“We take time whenever a student brings up something they heard to discuss their story. This takes time from class, but,     

especially with the current environment in the country, we have to take this time to talk about credibility of news sources and 

help students navigate the tricky media and over hyped opinionated pieces online and in the media today,” Frazier said. “I think 

we as educators need to take the time to teach and talk about real life scenarios and this is one of them.  This is what                      

education really encompasses, taking the time to discuss the real world and helping students navigate.”  

Teays Valley High School 
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Ag Students get hands on Learning Tool through Teays Valley Farm Land 
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Dates 
        The Teays Valley High School FFA and agricultural   

educational classes have become even more hands on this 

year. Teays Valley owns a piece of land located on Scioto 

Darby and Graham Road west of Commercial Point, and the 

ag department is now using it as a continuation of their land 

lab. They will also utilize it as a fundraiser for the program. 

    According to ag ed teacher Aaron Hanselman, students are 

entirely responsible for the farm, which gives them an       

opportunity to see production agriculture, known to most people as farming, up close and personal. He said  

that since the majority of his students are now more than a couple generations removed from farming, having 

this land available to them is a unique opportunity. For example, he stated that students get to see practical  

applications of conservation techniques discussed in class, such as "no-till" or minimum tillage farming. In future 

years, they plan to conduct seed trials on the property. The students will conduct a crop row spacing experiment 

planned this current year using beans. Hanselman says as with any subject, we always value being able to offer 

the students an opportunity to see what they are learning come to life and provide them opportunities to use the 

skills they have learned and apply the knowledge they have gained in class. This land does just that. 

    The students truly take ownership of all of the decisions that are made on the land. This includes                

everything from deciding how much fertilizer should be applied, to deciding what seed rates to use based on 

research. They actually drive the tractors and handle the equipment. It is a hands-on endeavor in every sense 

when it comes to planting the crop. The soil and topography is also a great learning tool for students to teach 

them about soils and land evaluation. 

    Work that is done on the land varies by grade level and their knowledge of farming. For example, sophomores 

learn about soils through their plant and animal science class, while seniors are mostly responsible for the  

machinery maintenance. Mr. Hanselman looks at this as the seniors’ legacy and gift to the next generation. 

    Not only is this a valuable educational tool, but it is Mr. Hanselman’s hope that it will provide funds for the 

program as well. The funds will be used to support the continued growth of the ag program and upgrade 

much of the farming equipment. 

    Teays Valley is one of the few schools in the state that provides this opportunity for our agricultural               

students. Because our community is so dependent on agricultural enterprises this program truly plays an  

integral part of the school’s purpose in connecting with our community. This program could not have                 

survived over the years without support from the farming community. Farm families across the district have 

devoted time, energy and money in supporting ag education at Teays Valley.  We appreciate all they have 

done to make this program so successful. 

          ~Robin Halley 

Pictured is a small portion of the land and the new barn, which was built this school year to store equipment. 

Continuous Improvement Plan 2016-2017 

Springtime is a season of optimism, renewal and hope. Nature presents evidence of new beginnings everywhere 

we look. Spring is a wonderful time for educators to reflect on the year that is quickly coming to an end, and 

with that comes the anticipation another year ahead. Teachers across the district spent our April early release 

time doing just that—reflecting and anticipating, asking where have we been and where are we going? 

Teachers shared many successes in our classrooms through the work of our 2016-17 CIP. Strengthening our 

RTI process, working as a team to help students grow and teachers using technology in creative ways to deepen 

student learning were positives shared across all seven of our buildings. Reflecting on the accomplishments of 

this year also helps us identify new areas for improvement if we are to make a difference in 2017-18.  

Our CIP can be found on the TV website under the ‘District’ tab. The current CIP is updated for the final time 

in the month of May. It will not be long before you see the 2017-18 CIP take its place with new goals and 

steps toward being the best district we can be.  



 
Ashville Elementary School 

Food Drive helps Ashville Food Pantry 

The staff and students made a huge impact in the community recently by    

collecting and delivering more than 3,000 items to the Ashville Food Pantry.  

They held a food drive for one week and kept a running total on the wall in   

the cafeteria for students to see how much had been collected as the week       

progressed.   

The staff had been notified that the shelves at the food pantry had gotten bare 

during February after the holidays, so they decided to do what they could to 

help. In addition to donating food from the school-wide food drive, the staff 

collected more than $500 to help purchase food for weekend bags that are 

sent home with students in need of food at home. They also donated more than $500 to the food pantry in November to help with 

holiday dinners that are handed out to needy families at Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

“We hope that our students learn that it is important to give back to our community,” 3rd grade teacher Traci Huston said. “Many of 

our students who receive weekend food bags were proud that they were able to bring food for the food pantry. We want our students 

to be able to look beyond the needs of themselves.” 

“I am proud of everything that our staff and students do throughout the year to impact the community. This is just another example of 

the giving nature in this building and I am glad that our students are learning lessons beyond the classroom,” principal Bruce Bryant said. 

Principal Weiler kisses a pig for a Good Cause 

Principal Gretchen Weiler recently demonstrated just how deep her love for Ashville and its student 

goes. Shekissed a pig at a school-wide assembly as a reward for their fundraising efforts, which was                     

organized by the school’s PTO. The school will be awarding a $500 scholarship to a graduating  

senior who attended Ashville Elementary for his/her entire elementary school career thanks to               

money raised by the staff and students. 

“We wanted to begin something that supported our students. It's never too early to start talking 

about college. This fundraising event is a way for our current students and families to get involved 

and also gave them something to look forward to,” Weiler said. 

“The students, faculty and staff of Ashville Elementary are engaged and supportive. The faculty certainly rally behind encouraging 

students to attend college and this event helped foster those conversations. Of course, any time the students have a chance to    

embarrass their principal they will, especially for such a great cause,” PTO president Marisha Eveland said. 

According to Eveland, Weiler’s energy and positivity are felt throughout the school. 

“She is supportive of the PTO and understands the value of the relationships among students, faculty, parents and the community. 

Principal Weiler lives out the Teays Valley spirit and understands the benefits of engaging the students directly,” she said. 

“Communicating with elementary students is a daring adventure for a principal. Last year she was taped to a wall as a result of          

students achieving fundraising goals. Her ability to effectively communicate with stakeholders in the school and community is               

evident and a critical piece of her leadership, even if at her own peril.” 

Scioto Elementary School 

South Bloomfield Elementary School 

Students get up close lesson about Bees 

The 1st grade students got the opportunity to see a part of their curriculum come to life when 

they received a visit from local beekeepers Tina Bobek and Carolyn Snoke. Leading up to the  

visit, the students were learning about living things and their signifigance to our environment. 

During the visit, students learned about the importance of honeybees and the duty of a                  

beekeeper. They discussed the parts of a honeybee, as well as its lifespan, then learned the   

honeybee dance, which is the way honeybees communicate. They also had the opportunity to 

observe a beehive, which had working bees and eggs inside, and tried on a real beekeeper suit. 

They got the chance to taste honey too, which was the first time for many of the students.  

According to 1st grade teacher Robyn Hatton, the students enjoyed the visit. She said they    

pointed out that they enjoyed looking at the hive and seeing the queen bee. One student                

commented that drone bees “just have to eat and sleep like spring break.” Another student               

added, “It's not fair the girl bees do all the work.” 

“The students got to see how hard the bees work and why the bees have an important job. They also got to see real beeswax and items 

made with the wax. This is such a great learning opportunity for our students to get to listen to and see this process,” Hatton said. 

“I love to see our teachers provide students with hands on learning opportunities. This visit allowed our students to see the topics 

they have been learning about in action. We are always striving to keep them engaged in the learning process and this did just that. 

Thank you to Mrs. Bobek and Mrs. Snopes for visiting Scioto,” principal Beth Dill said. 

Speaker educates students on Life in Uganda 

The 8th grade students got a glimpse of what life is like for students in Uganda recently after a visit from 

Otterbein University professor Diane Ross. She travels to Uganda to work with schools, assisting to set up 

libraries and provide supplies for school children to help advance their educational opportunities. Ross 

was brought in to give students a global interest and view of the world outside of Teays Valley. 

“Our students are so isolated from diversity living in a small rural community. They hear about other   

places and cultures, they read about other places and cultures, but they need the opportunity to have a 

voice and some power to make a difference. We want our students to see the world around them and find 

a way to be change agents,” 8th grade language arts teacher Laura Nungester said. 

After hearing Ross speak and share her experiences and the needs of the Ugandan students, the West   

students wanted to partner with her and her organization. They have been writing narratives to send to the 

Ugandan students who want to hear from students in the United States. They are also working to raise  

money to send to the organization to help fund "Days for Girls," which works to keep young girls in school and receive a full education.  

“There is so much I learned from Mrs. Ross’s visit, but I learned most to not take what you have for granted. I also learned that no  

matter how hard it is that you have it right now there is someone with harder times. You need to push through and not be mopey,” 8th 

grade student Anya Featherstone said. “Through our writing, I hope the Ugandan students learn there are people out there that are 

going through some of the same things they are going through as teenagers. I hope they know that someone cares and they are   

important to others.” 

Staff and Students plan annual Community Service Extravaganza 

East students will be participating in the eighth annual Community Service Days event on May 24 and 25. They started this when East 

opened in 2009 and have continued it and expanded upon it since then. 

The 6th grade students will be collecting non-perishable food items and toiletries for the Ashville Food Pantry. They will take flyers 

and bags around to the Ashville area on May 24, then will return the next day to collect any donated items that are left out for them 

and hand out thank you notes. Items can also be dropped off at East until May 25. The 7th grade students are planning a mini Relay 

for Life carnival. They will create carnival style games and activities for some elementary and other middle school students to play. All 

money raised will be donated to the American Cancer Society. The 8th graders will be doing projects that will support various groups, 

including Nationwide Children's Hospital, Pickaway County Veterans, Mid-Ohio Food Bank and a community clean up. 

“We started this event because were very thankful for the beautiful building and facility and wanted to find a way to give back to our 

community who has provided our students and staff with a wonderful place to go to school,” principal Shannon Helser said. “The   

students love it. They enjoy helping others and being involved in activities that are hands on. I hope that they learn that it is easy and 

fun to give back to our community and that giving people your time and support is one of the greatest gifts you can give.” 

She credits her staff for the work they do to organize this and instilling a desire to give back in the students. 

“Some of this work has been ongoing all year. Getting kids involved in their community in a positive way will only help them be     

positive citizens in the community as they become young adults. Community service is simple and shows kids that small people can 

make great change if we work together in a positive way,” she said. 

Walnut raises funds for Diabetes Research 

Walnut celebrated its seventh annual JDRF Day on May 11. Each year, the staff and  

students raise money for the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation. This fundraising 

event was the brainchild of intervention specialist Alison Hanger after she had two  

students with type 1 diabetes. After spending that year being educated about the disease 

and learning more about JDRF she came up with a plan for this fundraising event.   

“Seeing the daily struggles that these students faced and how diabetes had become a 

way of life that no child should have to deal with made me feel it was a good cause. I also felt that we should be raising money for a 

cause that directly affected students in our building,” Hanger said. “Then, by some sick twist of fate, my own daughter was diagnosed 

in 2013, which made the cause even more near and dear to my heart. We have had at least one student in our building with type 1 

since 2007, so I continue to feel it is a good cause to raise awareness of.”   

Each year, they come up with a new theme for the day. This year’s theme was “Fighting for a Cure” and the entire school wore               

camouflage. They kicked off the fundraising campaign with a guest speaker from JDRF to help educate the students about type 1 and 

explained how their donations will be used to find a cure. Then, they fundraised for a week, which culminated with a full day of               

indoor and outdoor games as a reward for their fundraising efforts. 

In the first six years, they have raised more than $40,000. (This was printed prior to this year’s event.) 

“The staff and students are amazing in their enthusiasm, commitment and charitable donations. I am overwhelmed every year by the 

generosity of our staff and students. It definitely makes all the time and preparation well worth it,” she said. 

TV West Middle School 

TV East Middle School 

Walnut Elementary School 


