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Flu Virus—This has been a terrible year nationally with the flu virus. We have encouraged students to stay home if they do 

not feel well, especially if they have a fever greater than 100.0 F, diarrhea or vomiting. We have been teaching students to 

cover their cough or sneeze by using their sleeves to stop the spread of droplets/germs. All of these measures help to    

decrease the spread of viruses and keep the students germ free, but the district wanted to take it a step further. Recently, a 

new product has been purchased to aid in the fight against viruses. This product is safe, has long lasting effectiveness and 

eliminates multiple viruses that we see in the schools. The goal is to decrease student absences due to illness by treating 

the following: highly populated areas, classrooms with high numbers of illness and the buses. We are hoping this product 

shows positive results, but we ask that you continue to follow the guidelines when sending your student to school.  

Sports Physicals—Sports physicals will be offered on May 15 from 5-8 p.m. in the TVHS auxiliary gym by Berger Health     

Systems. This year they are FREE. A sports physical is required to participate in any school sanctioned sport.   

From the Nurses 

Safety Committee formed at TVHS 

Safety is always a major focus at all of the Teays Valley schools, and that is no       

exception at TVHS. In light of the recent tragic event at a Florida school and potential 

threats that have been reported around central Ohio and at Teays Valley, the high 

school has formed a committee made up of staff and students to discuss and review 

school safety. The committee has met twice so far and plans to meet monthly. 

“The goal for the first meeting was simply to establish a collaborative forum      

between students and staff and share our views on safety in schools. As our              

meetings continue I hope we can learn more from one another on the most                     

effective methods for communication, strategies we can either implement or improve upon and be sure we all become more 

aware of protocol when it comes to sharing sensitive information, such as threats,” principal John Keel said.   

During the meeting, staff members partnered with students and asked questions pertaining to their safety and presented   

avenues of communication and procedures that are in place. 

“It was important for us to get feedback from some of our students and share thoughts, ideas and concerns with one another,” 

Keel said. “The students were great. They shared their views, gave us a different perspective in regard to sharing information 

with other students and talked about how important it is for all of our students to identify with at least one staff member that 

they feel comfortable talking to if there is a need for support or advice or to provide information.” 

One significant step that the high school is taking to increase security is the addition of a double entry into the building, which 

will be constructed during spring break. A buzzer system to enter the building like the one at all of the Teays Valley schools 

will be added as well. Other steps that continue to be taken throughout the year to increase security include active shooter 

training for the staff, monthly emergency drills and reviewing and reiterating the importance of staff duties outside of the 

classroom, such as parking lot, restroom and hallway supervision before, during and after school. 

“Safety will continue be a top priority for us in every aspect of our school. Based upon our initial safety committee meetings, I 

can see this group having a very positive impact on everyone in our building,” Keel said. 

Some members of the safety committee are pictured with School Resource Office Deputy Branden Skaggs. 

Teays Valley High School 
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    I am weary from watching the news and hearing about another school tragedy. When I was growing up 

schools were considered safe places and parents sent their children each day knowing they would be secure. 

They trusted the teachers and the community to protect them and make the best decisions for their sons and 

daughters. Sadly, this is not the case in 2018 and many parents are anxious and fearful as their children leave 

the house for the day. Of course it’s not just schools that have become the targets of depraved individuals. 

Churches, shopping malls, movie theatres and concerts have joined the list of “dangerous places.” 

    The Teays Valley school district has devoted significant time and resources to the safety of our         

students. We have school safety plans in place, we have double entry systems at all schools (the high 

school will be upgraded with this feature during spring break) and we have a full time school resource     

officer. We recently added the “SchoolGate Guardian” system, which checks several databases to ensure a 

person is safe to enter a building. The district has conducted active shooter trainings, ALICE, for all staff.  

All classrooms will have new security lockdown devices installed over the summer. We will continue to  

investigate more ways to fortify our buildings and make certain that our students remain safe. 

    In the past few years we have had very few threats. When we do have a threat by way of social media, 

written note or those found on a bathroom wall, we take them seriously. Each threat is unique and      

therefore requires administrators to resolve it in an appropriate manner. Our first response to any threat is 

to work with law enforcement and to establish if it is credible. We have collaborated with law enforcement 

to develop criteria that we use to gauge the seriousness of each threat, then act accordingly. Of course 

this criteria is known to law enforcement and school officials so that it cannot be exploited by                         

perpetrators. If the school or law enforcement can determine the origination of any threat, those                        

individuals will receive school discipline and possible charges. 

    The school has worked to develop some guidelines to assist our parents and students. Often, students 

are so accustomed to social media and technology that they do not appropriately handle information    

regarding safety concerns or threats. Building administrators have reviewed these guidelines with students 

and we have posted them on our website. The critical elements of the information are as follows: 

What threats should be taken seriously? 

Potentially dangerous or emergent situations with a child or adolescent: 

⇒ threats or warnings about hurting or killing someone or a group/groups of people 

⇒ threats or warnings about hurting or killing oneself 

⇒ threats or warnings about hurting or killing people on school grounds or at public events 

⇒ threats to run away from home 

⇒ threats to damage or destroy property 

What do I do if I hear or see something? 

⇒ Do not repeat it, repost it or talk about it. TELL a trusted adult in a timely manner. 

⇒ Document it, take a screenshot and give that to ONLY the trusted adult. 

⇒ Tell the adult specific and accurate details about WHO said it, WHAT time, WHERE, etc. 

    Finally, those of us that are responsible for the safety and welfare of our students take this as our   

highest priority. Most of us have children or grandchildren that are students as well and we understand the 

concern of all parents and grandparents. We will continue to explore better and more effective procedures 

and enhancements to keep our kids safe. In reality, it falls on all of our shoulders to work together to keep 

our schools safe. We ask all students, parents and community members to speak up and notify the school 

or law enforcement if they see or hear something that could be dangerous.   

    As always, thank you for your continued support of the Teays Valley schools. 

            ~Robin Halley, Superintendent 



 
Ashville Elementary School 

LEGO Program incorporates STEM Lessons for Students 

Thanks to a grant from the PPG Industries Foundation, a group of 1st and 2nd grade     

students are getting the opportunity to participate in the Lego WeDo 2.0 program, which 

is a hands-on way for students to learn science and engineering skills. The students use 

motorized LEGO models and programming through tablets to solve real world problems. 

The program incorporates three phases into each problem. The students start with the 

"explore" phase, where they are introduced to a problem and discuss possible solutions. 

The next phase is the "create" phase, where they build, program and modify their models. 

The final phase is the "share" phase, where they document and present their findings.  

There are 16 projects included in the curriculum. Prior to starting the lessons, the students practiced how to put the LEGOs together 

and learned how to program them to move. They are using the LEGOs to build interactive robots and other models. The program 

comes with an app that guides the students in their building, and each set comes with a motor and Bluetooth technology. 

One example of a project the students will do is to design an automatic LEGO floodgate to control water according to various             

precipitation patterns. They will investigate what characteristics of a building would help make it resistant to an earthquake using an 

earthquake simulator from LEGO bricks. 

“Through this program, the students are encouraged to ask questions and investigate solutions to real world problems. It is my hope 

that they continue to apply these skills throughout their life,” 1st grade teacher Heather Bartholow said. 

Students Jump Rope to raise funds for American Heart Association 

Jump Rope for Heart has been an annual tradition at Ashville since the 1991-1992 school year, and this 

year they shattered their past fundraising records by raising $6,809.09, which will benefit the American 

Heart Association. To date, the school has raised $42,174.30 through this program. 

“In the past, Mrs. Tammy Wheeler, fourth grade teacher, brought JRH to the school’s Just Say No group 

as their community service project. When I received an email from the AHA about continuing this service 

project, I knew it was something I wanted to do, not only because it had become a tradition at our 

school, but also because this cause was near and dear to my heart,” physical education teacher Lisa   

Etzler said. “As their physical education teacher, I wanted the students to realize that taking care of your 

heart is not something that you only worry about when you are older. I shared facts with them such as the fact that children in our 

nation are developing significant health issues due to their lack of good nutrition and lack of physical activity outside of school.”  

It also provided Etzler with an opportunity to show the students that working out can be fun. During class, they learned jump rope 

tricks and participated in stations, such as jumping hurdles, hula hoop jumping, hop skippers, thundersticks and trampolines.   

“When I kicked off JRH, I explained to the students that this was my first year as the coordinator and I would never have another 

‘first year.’ We decided that our goal would be $3,000. I was shocked and amazed that four days into the event, the students had 

almost reached this goal,” Etzler said. “Our final total reached $6,809.09. This is an amazing effort by our students, parents and 

community to help our school reach this goal. It makes me proud to be a small part of this donation and I look forward to seeing 

how our students at Ashville continue to rise to the challenge of taking part in this great cause in the future.” 

Scioto Elementary School 

South Bloomfield Elementary School 

Scioto celebrates Rare Disease Day 

Scioto celebrated Rare Disease Day on February 28 by wearing neon and mismatched 

clothing and raising money for research for rare diseases. According to 1st grade teacher 

Megan Hamilton, the main objective of Rare Disease Day is to raise awareness amongst the 

general public and decision makers so that there are people advocating for, researching 

about and raising money for the diseases that typically go unfunded otherwise. 

“We celebrated all of our uniqueness by having a bright, neon, wild day of colorful and 

mismatched clothes. We celebrated that we are all rare and unique, while raising money  

for those of us with rare diseases,” Hamilton said. “The students love to express                  

themselves and see how other students dress, too. Some spend a lot of time on their hair 

and some try to wear every color possible.”  

This is the second year that Scioto has raised funds for this cause. Hamilton introduced it to Scioto after her son was diagnosed with 

a rare disease when he was born in 2016. This year they raised $800, which topped last year’s total of $500. 

“The students are really invested in doing things to help others. I hope they learned that we are all different and that every single 

person is important and worth our help,” Hamilton said. “It's important to teach the students that they should follow their passions, 

help others, be kind and take care of the little guys. It's important for them to know that being different is a good thing. Without our 

support, rare diseases aren't getting enough attention and it's really dangerous for those patients.” 

West embraces Kindness Challenge 

The Great Kindness Challenge is a global event that promotes acts of kindness in schools. This year’s  

challenge took place in January and West participated in it for the first time. They planned a week-long 

spirit week that was centered around various themes that promoted kindness. In addition to the themes, 

students were encouraged to complete acts of kindness. Once they completed a kind gesture, they entered 

their acts of kindness into a Google survey, which allowed them to see all of the great things they could do 

together. 

“The challenge was kicked off in advisory groups and students were very excited. They created ‘kindness 

matters’ signs, which were displayed around the school,” West guidance counselor Joyce Duchak said. 

According to Duchak, they took part in this challenge to reinforce a culture of compassion, acceptance, unity and respect.  

“We felt that promoting the challenge and using the kindness checklist tool would be a great way to engage students, teachers,    

administrators and families in continuing to create safe, supportive and caring environments,” she said. “Our hope is that students 

continue to show kindness well beyond this week. We want them to realize little decisions they make every day can have a positive 

impact on those around them and to realize the importance of random acts of kindness both as the giver and receiver. Hopefully the 

‘kindness matters’ slogan extends throughout the year and lasts a lifetime.” 

“I am grateful to Mrs. Duchak and the LIFE group students for planning this week. It was a positive experience for all of our staff and 

students and I hope it reinforced with them the importance of treating each other with kindness, not just during this week, but every 

day,” principal Mike Kauffeld said. 

Virtual Reality Lab to be added at East 

Education continues to evolve as new technology is incorporated into the classroom. One addition that East is making by the start of 

next school year is the introduction of a virtual reality lab, which will be available to all of the staff members to use with their              

students. The lab will incorporate 30 iPods and 30 virtual reality goggles.   

According to principal Shannon Helser, these devices and goggles will provide students opportunities to explore the world right from 

the classroom. Using apps such as Google Expedition, teachers will have the ability to take students on virtual classroom field trips 

and experience wonders of the world and historical events that they may never be able to experience otherwise. 

“The students’ educational experience will be enhanced because it will allow them to actually step into the world and provide a 3D 

experience that a book or video may not provide,” she said. “It connects to their interest in technology and allows them to have    

control in exploring these new places and events. For many of our students who many not have the ability to travel to some of these 

places, it gives them a real experience to explore and see what world is available outside of their home or neighborhood.” 

As education moves deeper into the world of technology, East believes that it is important for educators to find creative and                 

innovative ways to support their students’ learning opportunities and use these resources to help them experience the world. The 

virtual reality goggles will provide that experience and give them a glimpse into worlds they may not have access to otherwise. 

“Teachers will be able to take students on virtual field trips in the ocean to explore underwater life or to historic battlefields and even 

to distant countries such as Greece and Italy to provide a deeper and more engaging experience of these places or events,” Helser 

said. “I am excited for the endless opportunities that this lab will provide to our staff and students.” 

Parent Night provides Parents with Behavioral Tools 

Intervention specialists Alley Voris and Dan Mabe oversee the students with severe emotional disabilities at Walnut. They work to  

develop new approaches to help to better serve these students. One way they recently did this was to plan a parent night during   

conferences, which they led with Pickaway County ESC behavior specialist Patti Webb and special education director Jaymi Brumfield.  

According to Mabe, they wanted to use this opportunity to show parents how to implement the Zones of Regulation, which is a social/  

emotional curriculum they use in their classroom. They also shared their level system, which is their behavior management system. In 

addition, they provided some behavior management tools that parents can use at home that will correlate with what is used at school.  

“We shared ideas on how to implement behavior support that provides the same consistency and structure at home that we use at 

school. Our reasoning behind setting up this parent night is because we strongly believe in order to make a difference in the behavior of 

our students, they need this consistency and crossover from home and school in order to make a difference for our students,” Voris 

said. “All parents reacted positively and grateful for the information and support we provided. This is something we would like to 

continue for the upcoming school year as we have seen improvements in our students’ behavior since holding the parent night.” 

“Alley and Dan have created an amazing behavior program and have been a resource for other districts who want to start something similar.  

They collaborate with outside agencies and truly provide families with a wraparound approach to behavior education,” Brumfield said. 

“A potential goal for next school year is to have the Zones of Regulation implemented school-wide at Walnut Elementary so our ED 

students' behavior can be supported throughout the building since we are a full inclusion school. It can also benefit all students and 

the PBIS environment we want at Walnut Elementary,” Mabe said. 

“The work that Alley and Dan do is constantly making a difference at Walnut and I am grateful for all they do,” principal Greg Kovack said.  

TV West Middle School 

TV East Middle School 

Walnut Elementary School 


