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Kindergarten Registration 

Kindergarten Registration will be taking place at all of the elementary schools in March.   

Students must be 5 years old on or before August 1, 2019, to register for the 2019-2020 school year. 

Ashville Elem—March 12        Scioto Elem—March 7        S Bloomfield Elem—March 13        Walnut Elem—March 14 

Times—10 a.m.-2 p.m. & 5-7 p.m.             

To register your child, parents/guardians will create an account and fill out the forms online. More information and a link to 

the registration forms can be found on the TV home page at www.tvsd.us. If you do not have access to a computer, computers 

will be available at the schools. 

To register a child for kindergarten, you will need to bring the following items to the school office:  

1. Birth Certificate; 2. Custody papers, if appropriate; 3. Court placement documents, if appropriate; 4. Proof of residency,    

including a copy of rental/lease agreement or mortgage coupon AND two bills to verify address of residence (utility, insurance, 

etc...); 5. Shot records; 6. Personal ID 

Preparing Students for Careers in Computer Science 

Teays Valley’s close proximity to Columbus affords our students and community the opportunity to be a part of a vibrant technology 

sector in which IT has a greater share of all hiring needs than anywhere else in Ohio. The need is so high that our region is unable to 

meet employer skill shortages. In 2016, there were 20,000 unfilled positions in central Ohio for developers, system analysts and   

computer support specialists. We are working to add classes to our course offerings to give students these skills employers are seeking. 

“There are opportunities available in high-wage IT and computer science fields that don’t necessarily require a degree. Our goal 

is to make our students aware of career opportunities available with certificates, two and four-year degrees, expose them to the 

types of careers available in this industry and provide them with opportunities to take courses at Teays Valley that could                     

potentially get them employed right out of high school, if that’s what they desire,” curriculum director Beth Keplar said. 

To meet the need, TVHS offers four courses in the Computer Science Pathway. If students take all four courses and meet some  

additional requirements, they have the potential to get articulated credit at certain colleges and universities, which can help speed 

up the process of degree completion. Currently, the pathway includes IT essentials, where students learn about hardware,                     

networking and security. Students can earn CompTIA certification at the end of the course through a certification exam. It also  

includes a programming course that focuses on teaching computational thinking and exposes students to various coding          

languages. Cybersecurity was added this year due to high demand. In this course, students solve problems by understanding and 

closing vulnerabilities. It also raises their knowledge of and commitment to ethical computing. If enough students enroll in this 

pathway, there is a potential to offer computer science college courses at the high school.  

Computer science is not simply offered at the high school level though. It is being incorporated in grades kindergarten through 

8th as well. While in middle school, 7th and 8th grade students have the opportunity to take a College and Career Connections 

course. Through this course, they learn about several career clusters. One cluster focuses on IT and computer science, through 

which students are exposed to programming. An after-school STEM club is offered for 5th grade students. They focus heavily on               

opportunities in these fields. Coding skills are being taught at all levels as well, and students as young as kindergarten are 

showing off their coding skills through programs such as code.org. 

“It is our goal to offer courses to give students the skills that will make them more marketable to both employers, as well as 

give them an advantage if they choose to go on to college. We will continue to work with businesses to learn about needs in the 

workforce so that our course offerings are aligning with these needs, and it is our hope that our students will take advantage of 

these opportunities,” Keplar said.  
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Important 

Dates 
    It is no secret that we live in a world that constantly relies on technology. Even children who are 

just learning how to tie their shoes seem to have a grasp on how to use a computer, smartphone 

or iPad. When you sign into a doctor’s office, you are typically handed a device to enter your     

information to sign in to your appointment. As the world has evolved into a place that is driven by 

technology, the education world has evolved as well. While chalkboards and pencils and paper 

were staples at all schools at one time, classrooms now incorporate Chromebooks, smartboards 

and virtual reality goggles, among various other technological tools to engage and educate       

students. This does not mean they no longer read books or receive information the “old fashioned 

way,” but as times continue to change and technology dominates our everyday lives in all facets of 

our lives, we are embracing technology at all grade levels in our schools. 

    This year, the district completed phase 1 of our technology 1:1 plan, which placed devices in the 

hands of all middle school and freshman students. Each student in grades six through nine       

received a Chromebook at the start of the school year, which was then theirs to use while at school 

and at home the entire school year. Overall, the process went very well thanks to a technology 

committee that spent a year planning for the rollout. We worked through any minor issues and 

continued to tweak our policies as the year progressed. 

    The goal of putting technology directly into the hands of our students is to make learning a 

more personal, engaging and rigorous experience. Integrating technology into the curriculum   

increases academic opportunities for Blended and Problem Based Learning. Access to a device at all 

times in all classes increases 21st century technology and learning skills for all students and staff. 

The overarching goal is to improve student achievement and academic growth and to prepare our 

students for a world where technology is utilized in all avenues of life. 

    We will begin the second phase of this plan in August. Starting next school year, all students in 

the middle schools and high school will have their own personal device. Elementary students will 

have access to Chromebooks at school. 

    While our technology plan has resulted in students having more access to computers, that is not 

the only technology that is being used in our schools. We use tools such as virtual reality goggles 

to bring lessons to life. Teachers are also incorporating the use of a number of apps into their 

classrooms to offer students a variety of ways to learn the content. In addition, we are now using 

Schoology, which is an online learning management system that provides students and families 

with anytime, anywhere access to grades, curricular materials and information on upcoming       

assignments and events. As with any new tool, there has been a learning curve for both our staff 

members and students, as well as our parents, but we are excited about what Schoology offers to 

us and we are committed to continue using this system and learning more about all of its options.  

    This newsletter is devoted to highlighting the use of technology throughout the district. While it 

is nearly impossible to cover everything that is utilized throughout the district that pertains to 

technology, it is our hope that this newsletter will give you a glimpse of what is going on in our 

classrooms and how our teachers are using technology as a relevant teaching tool. I am proud of 

our staff members who continue to expand their knowledge of technology and incorporate it into 

their lessons in various ways. While technology can be scary for some at times, it is all around us 

now, and our staff members continue to find ways to learn about new tools and how they can 

strengthen their classrooms. 

        ~Robin Halley, Superintendent 



 Giving Students Real World Experience 

The district has created a Profile of a Graduate, which describes the characteristics that a TV graduate will embody. These characteristics 

begin to be shaped the moment our students become a Viking. The first thing listed is that a graduate will be prepared for success 

in college, the military and/or work. Teachers strive to prepare students for the path they choose after high school, whether that 

means entering the workforce or military or going on to college. One of the ways we prepare students for their next step is to offer 

real world experiences right at Teays Valley. Many of these opportunities involve technology. 

Microsoft Office IT Academy—In another effort to provide students with skills that they can add to their resumes, whether that is 

for college applications or to apply for a job now, TVHS has added the Microsoft Office IT Academy course. This class provides           

instruction for all Microsoft applications, which includes Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook and Access. Teays Valley is a certified  

testing site for Microsoft, so course instructor Kelly O’Dell is able to proctor the students’ certification tests right in the classroom. 

Teachers and curriculum director Beth Keplar work with various businesses and industry leaders in Pickaway County and surrounding 

areas. Through these partnerships, it has helped shape decisions about course offerings. This course was added after seeing a need for 

skills using Microsoft Office programs. They learned that students obtaining these credentials could potentially have an "edge" when 

submitting resumes. They found that most businesses use Microsoft applications for databases, email and document management.   

“It's just one more skill they will be able to utilize after high school, whether that's through full-time employment or college.                 

Microsoft will always be a leading name in technology and our students are getting the opportunity to come out of high school being 

Microsoft certified in multiple applications. It will only help boost their diversity with software programs,” O’Dell said. 

O’Dell’s goal is for all of the students to earn at least one credential out of the five offered, although she said her students have set 

their own personal goals, which range from obtaining one to some of them going after all five credentials.  

“The benefits of this class are endless,” O’Dell said. “Microsoft is leading business and industry with their applications. Microsoft  

applications are used in most colleges and in most businesses. Our students will be able to leave high school not only with a certified 

Microsoft credential that can be added to their resume, but they will also have the knowledge of these programs that they will use 

the rest of their lives. Students will be able to confidently walk into college or a job that is Microsoft based and feel comfortable.” 

Mass Media Communications—TVHS recently introduced the mass media communications course. Through this class, students 

work on various projects, including scoreboard graphic design, photography and photo editing, graphic designs for the hallway    

televisions, video production and editing, school newspaper website updates and news creation, which includes a student newscast.  

With the addition of the digital scoreboard at Viking stadium this football season, it provided students with the opportunity to work 

with donors to create video commercials and use their graphic design skills to make advertisements. 

“Working with the scoreboard has taught them about planning and designs. Being able to take information from what a person or 

group wants and turn that into images and sound that they can see on the scoreboard has been a big transition. Deadlines and  

meeting them are probably one of the biggest things the students have learned,” mass media communications teacher Brian Barnett 

said. “When a design needs to be done for a Friday night game and it is 2:00 on Friday afternoon brings some real pressure. The  

ability to interact with others and take what the customer, teacher and student are saying and put it into images and sound can 

sometimes be tough. The collaboration among the students is fun to watch and the interaction I have with them is awesome.”  

The students have recently added a daily news broadcast to their list of responsibilities through this class. They use this broadcast to 

share highlights from around the school with their classmates and the staff. 

“The students typically record the happenings of the night before and anything that is happening today or this week and put it in 

news form, then broadcast it to all students and staff,” Barnett said. “This has been well received and the students like doing the 

broadcast. Once the broadcast airs it goes onto the TV Current website, which is the school’s newspaper, so if people miss the    

announcement they can see it at their convenience. There is hope to expand the broadcast and offerings in the near future.”  

IT Internships—Students have the opportunity to take part in an IT internship program right at TVHS to gain real 

world experiences in the world of IT. The members of the TV technology department oversee the interns. The 

students have learned basic PC repair, Cat 5 cable termination and Chromebook hardware and software repair. 

“I hope the students get a chance to see if they really do want to go into IT as a career,” Director of Technology 

Trent Stoddard said. “Also, if they continue on an IT career path, this will give them some experience. I got my 

first IT job not only because I had an IT degree, but mainly because I had experience from an internship.” 

In addition to the students gaining skills and experience for their resumes, they are assisting with the      

workload of the technology department. With the assistance of the interns, we are able to get technology back 

in our students’ and staff members’ hands more quickly when an issue arises. A group of students at both 

middle schools are getting experience fixing Chromebooks as well through the schools’ student-run help 

desks. When a student has an issue with his or her Chromebook, it is sent to these students. They have 

learned skills to help tackle minor repairs, which has helped to get the Chromebooks back to the students more quickly. If it is a 

more complicated issue, the Chromebooks are sent on to the high school interns or technology department. 

Teachers keeping up with the Pace of Technology 

As new technology is introduced, it can become overwhelming for teachers to decide which tools to use and to find time to learn 

about new options. According to technology integration specialist Charity Dodd though, technology is a vital part of education     

because it gives teachers and students access to any and all information.  

“Technology lets students and teachers collaborate across schools, the state and across the world. Technology allows teachers to 

differentiate and personalize instruction to meet the needs of students. It allows students to take more control over their learning 

by controlling the pace, the time and how they learn,” Dodd said. “Students are able to use the internet to make real world                  

connections to what they are learning in the classroom. Discussion boards give all students a voice and increase student                     

engagement. Self-grading tools provide teachers with more time to create powerful lessons.”  

Here are a few ways teachers are continuing to educate themselves on technology to be used in their classrooms: 

Breakfast Bytes & Appy Hours—As technology continues to evolve, staff members are constantly looking for ways to incorporate 

new tools and trends into their classrooms. One way they learn about the latest tools is through breakfast bytes and appy hours, 

which are held before and after school. During this time, they are introduced to technology tools and how they might implement 

them into their classrooms. It allows them to practice using the tools in order to gain familiarity and feel comfortable with them  

prior to introducing them in their classrooms. Teachers are exposed to tools that will provide real-time feedback to students, which 

will allow for student creativity. They also learn about tools that will provide students with opportunities to collaborate with students 

within the class or across the world. 

Learning Walks—Through learning walks, teachers have the opportunity to observe one another in the classroom to reflect on          

learning strategies, student interaction with the content and student engagement. It allows for a more collaborative environment 

where teachers share best practices and continue discussions around strengthening teaching and learning. Many of our teachers 

incorporate unique tools and teaching strategies, and learning walks allow teachers to see these tools in action to then utilize them 

in their classrooms as well. All of our staff members are encouraged to take part in learning walks to broaden their knowledge of 

tools and techniques and to learn from their colleagues. 

Badges—Another professional development opportunity that is available to teachers is to earn badges. Through a badging platform 

teachers can watch tutorials about various technological tools that they can use in their classrooms. These badges allow them to 

learn at their own pace at a time that works for them. For example, teachers have learned about flipgrid, which is a video discussion 

platform. They can use it to record themselves explaining a lesson. Teachers have used this with students as young as elementary 

school to allow them to record their voice after reading their classmates’ writing. 

These are just a few examples of how staff members continue to educate themselves about technological tools for their classrooms. 

Adding a new Dimension to Education 

Years ago, a typical classroom was made up of students sitting in rows of desks with a teacher 

up at the chalkboard. Classrooms of today incorporate technological advances such as virtual 

reality goggles and 3D printers, which help bring the lessons to life and engage students.  

Virtual reality goggles are becoming a learning tool utilized at our schools. Through the use of 

the goggles, teachers are able to enhance their lessons by giving their students the ability to 

actually “travel” to the place or time period in which they are learning. For example, all East 8th 

graders learn about the Holocaust, so language arts teacher Amy Horsley has used them to 

take her students to the Holocaust Museum in Washington, D.C.  

“I loved watching the students during this as they reacted to the different images. They were 

pointing in the air at pictures that stood out to them, and there were several times they would 

shout out questions or their personal reactions,” she said. “That was hard for me at times   

because it got noisy and students were talking at the same time, but it was because they were so excited, and they all had something 

they wanted to share.” 

West social studies teacher June Stoddard also incorporates them into her classroom.  

“I believe students have gained an insight that they couldn't have gotten by just traditional means. They have ‘seen’ things as though 

they are there. For example, students were able to be at a Senate meeting in Ancient Rome. They could see the building and the    

senators,” she said. 

“The VR goggles allow students to learn outside the classroom and experience places they would never be able to go otherwise. The 

goggles provide visualizations that keep all students engaged and interested throughout the entire lesson. I feel like the kids are 

working and learning without feeling like they are actually working,” Horsley said. 

Another unique technological tool that is being used in the district is a 3D printer. The TVHS engineering students create parts for 

projects on the computer, then print them out using the 3D printer to give them a physical representation of what they created. 

“The technology that we have is only the tip of the iceberg. Companies are using 3D printers for sand, concrete, metal, etc. It's our 

hope that the students develop an interest in the first year class to move through the pathway before college,” engineering teacher 

Mark Colburn said. “By adding technology such as the 3D printer, it allows students to physically see their work and effort come to 

life. They start with sketching their idea on paper, move to creating it digitally and the printer provides a final physical product.” 

Technology is constantly changing the way classroom lessons are taught and these are just two exciting examples. 


