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Major Milestones reached by Two TVHS Seniors 

Two Teays Valley High School seniors, Erin Debo and Shayna Harmon, have reached                  

incredible milestones in athletics and music.  

Debo (pictured on the right) earned a spot in the Ohio Music Education Association All-State 

band, which features the best instrumentalists in the state of Ohio. Being chosen for this 

band is the highest honor a band student can earn. Debo is one of just 11 trumpet players 

in the state to earn this honor and the first TVHS student to be chosen in nearly 20 years.   

In order to be chosen to be a part of the band, Debo submitted an audition recording in May 

containing two required trumpet etudes and a recording of the Hummel Trumpet Concerto. 

“Words can't really describe how proud I am of Erin Debo. She is not only one of the most talented musicians I have ever been 

honored to teach, she is also a great person. She is extremely passionate about music. She is self-motivated, detail oriented and 

dedicated to being the best player she can be. She seeks out challenging opportunities outside of the school. Quite honestly, the 

Teays Valley Band Program is better because of Erin,” band director Stephanie Smith said. 

Harmon has two major accomplishments to be proud of this season. Not only was she nominated for the 2016 McDonalds All-

American Team, she also broke the TVHS and Pickaway County girls’ basketball scoring record, which has been in the books 

for more than 20 years. This record was previously held by 1995 TVHS graduate Mindy Fusetti (pictured above). 

“Shayna is one of the hardest working most competitive girls I know. She leads this team by how she goes about business in 

practice more than games. When your leading scorer shows up every day and out works everyone else, it is hard for the rest of 

the team to take days off. No matter what drill we are doing she is out there to compete and get better,” coach Joel Baker said. 

“These two students are wonderful representatives of TVHS and their respective teams. Their hard work and dedication to their 

craft has paid off through their accomplishments and I am proud of all that they have done,” principal John Keel said.  

Teays Valley High School 

Kindergarten Registration 

Kindergarten Registration will be taking place at all of the elementary schools in March.   

Students must be 5 years old on or before August 1, 2016, to register for the 2016-2017 school year. 

          Ashville Elementary —March 22, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. & 5-7 p.m.             Scioto Elementary —March 17, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. & 4-6 p.m.            

          S Bloomfield Elementary —March 16, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. & 5-7 p.m.     Walnut Elementary —March 24, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. & 5-7 p.m.            
 

Please pick up a registration packet at your child’ s school prior to the registration date or print on e from the TV website: 
www.tvsd.us. Packets will be available on all of th e elementary home pages. Bring the completed packet  to registration 

day. Contact assistant superintendent Kyle Wolfe at  the board office at 740.983.5000 if you have quest ions. 
 

To register a child for Kindergarten, you will need  to bring the following items to the school office:   
1. Birth Certificate; 2. Custody papers, if appropriate; 3. Court placement documents, if appropriate; 4. Proof of residency, including a copy of      

rental/lease agreement or mortgage coupon AND two bills to verify address of residence (utility, insurance, etc...); 5. Shot records; 6. Personal ID 
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February  

22 Board of Education 
Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

March 

4 Donkey Basketball 
Game @ HS, 7 p.m. 

11 End of 3rd 9 Weeks 

19 TV Educational 
Foundation Auction 
@ Scioto Downs 
Clubhouse, 6:30 p.m. 

21 Board of Education 
Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

28 Spring Break       
Begins—No School 
March 28-April 1 

April  

4 Classes Resume 

22 Two Hour Early   
Release Day 

25 Board of Education 
Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

May 

6 No School 

13 No School 

20 No School 

22 HS Commencement 
@ Viking Stadium,   
3 p.m. 

23 Board of Education 
Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
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Important 

Dates 

During the last year and a half, the Teays Valley administrative team has been committed to improving an 

already great district. Our philosophy has been to embrace the things we do well and target areas that still 

need work. As the new year started and we began the second half of the school year, I reflected on what 

we had accomplished during that time period. Below is a short list of some of the things that I am most 

proud of from that short period of time. This list will also be used as a catalyst for next steps. 

School Resource Officer—A school resource and safety officer was hired in January 2016. Sheriff Robert 

Radcliff assisted the district in contracting this service. Deputy Brandon Skaggs is available for all schools 

to assist with any safety and security issues that might arise. 

Technology—We installed wireless internet throughout the district, increased the number of mobile     

devices, such as Chromebooks, in the classrooms, replaced security camera recorders at the elementary 

schools and added numerous cameras at the high school. We also utilized a grant to install security video 

intercoms at the main entrances of the schools and upgraded the access control systems to give                         

administrators the ability to lock and unlock doors using their phones and tablets.  

Curriculum Audit—In the spring of 2015 a curriculum audit was conducted. This audit aided the district in 

forming a “living” Continuous Improvement Plan (CIP). Surveys, interviews, focus groups and observations 

were all combined into one  report that revealed the district’s strengths and weaknesses. The administrators 

and curriculum directors worked during the summer to turn the results of the audit into a CIP. 

CIP—A Continuous Improvement Plan was created, then presented in August 2015. This plan has been the 

road map for the district to follow to improve our curriculum and instruction. Quarterly “checks” on the 

progress have been conducted and a mid-year review is scheduled for this month. 

TV Digital Academy—The TVDA was started in August 2014. While we anticipated  assisting 10 to 20   

students through the TVDA, it has grown to almost 100 students. This program has helped our students 

with course recovery and fulfilling electives. It also provides an alternative environment for those not   

successful in a traditional classroom. Many of our courses are written and monitored by TV staff. 

Capital Spending Plan—A Capital Spending Plan was developed in late 2014. The plan was revised and 

updated in October 2015. The plan outlines the significant dollars that we anticipate to be spent for 

maintenance, transportation and technology. The spending plan has assisted the treasurer and myself in 

making financial decisions that are aligned with board priorities. 

Refinancing of Bonds and Energy Conservation Project—In July 2015 the district was given a favorable 

bond rating, which resulted in a significant cost savings to the district. This savings was translated into an 

Energy Conservation Project that will result in even further long range energy savings for the district. 

Community Meetings—Quarterly community meetings have been on-going and are now a requirement  

according to our CIP. They have been very productive and have provided information to district stakeholders.   

Transportation- GPS was added to all buses. We use a company called Versa Trans that hosts our district 

information, which allows for daily updating of route information. 

Secondary Curriculum Director—We added Jeff Hurt as a secondary curriculum director, and he has fulfilled 

an enormous need for the district. He has joined Beth Keplar to make up our Teaching and Learning      

Department. They have worked well as a team and their combined efforts are resulting in huge dividends.   

        Robin Halley, Superintendent 

Continuous Improvement Plan 

One of the action steps outlined in the CIP is the implementation of a common assessment tool in 

grades 1-8 to monitor student growth over time. NWEA MAP assessments allow teachers and                  

administrators to monitor changes in student growth between three district testing windows. The MAP 

data helps teachers as they plan instruction for individual students and empowers staff as we work to 

ensure we are meeting the individual needs of each of our students. For further information on these 

assessments, please refer to A Parent’s Guide to NWEA MAP on the district website under the Parents tab. 



 
Ashville Elementary School 

Just Say No Club provides Invaluable Lessons for Students 

More than 100 third through fifth grade students 

meet once a month to participate in the Just Say 

No program, which is led by the Pickaway Area 

Recovery Services and staff advisors Robyn    

Hatton, Brittany Love and Mandy Thirtyacre. 

Throughout the year, students will participate in 10 

lessons that focus on goal setting, decision mak-

ing, managing emotions, effective communication, 

bonding and relationships, respect for self and 

others, conflict resolution, anger management, bullying and peer violence.   

“These lessons are presented through fun hands-on games and small group activities,” Hatton said. “The students enjoy interacting 

with peers from various grade levels and sharing their experiences and thoughts about each subject.”   

Through Just Say No, the students are participating in a program called ‘Too Good.’ Too Good was developed by the Mendez        

Foundation to teach skills for living healthy and drug-free lives. According to Hatton, the program has been proven effective in                

reducing bullying and drug use experimentation among juveniles. 

“This program is a valuable experience for our students. I am grateful to our staff members who lead this large group. My hope is that 

the lessons they learn during their time at Just Say No are lessons they will carry with them long into the future,” principal Beth Dill said. 

Students learn through Music Therapy 

A group of South Bloomfield students participate in weekly music therapy  

sessions lead by board-certified music therapist Grace Butler. Butler is a part 

of Rhythm-n-You Music Therapy. Each class provides a therapeutic and      

enjoyable outlet for students to address social skills, communication skills, 

social-emotional needs and sensory needs. These needs are met through   

music experiences, such as adapted songwriting, improvisation,                        

instrumental play and movement experiences. 

“Each student is learning and utilizing important social, communication and academic skills during each session. Students have 

learned to take turns with their peers, communicate with their peers and therapist, express their wants and needs and address basic 

academic concepts. These skills can be challenging, and the students work on improving these areas every week,” Butler said. 

Through music therapy, the students are provided a fun, therapeutic environment where they can address skills necessary for daily  

living and interaction, such as social skills, academics, communication skills, emotional skills, motor skills and sensory enhancement. 

“It is my hope that the skills we address carry on into daily interactions,” Butler said. “Music is a highly motivational medium for most 

individuals. Sometimes a little redirection is needed for our students with extra energy, but that's why I start the session with music 

and movement or sensory based experiences. Students don't realize they're working on goals when they're in music therapy. To 

them it's simply ‘music with Ms. Grace.’” 

Principal Bruce Bryant is pictured playing the guitar with the students during one of the sessions. 

 

Student Leaders work to enhance School 

A group of students, known as the Student Leadership Team 

(SLT), is working hard to make Ashville an even better place to 

learn and grow. This group, which meets once a month, is 

composed of fifth grade students who were nominated by their 

peers based on their published leadership essays. Their essays 

included their own leadership strengths and qualities they felt 

make a good leader. Although only in fifth grade, one student 

even included Forbes’ top 10 leadership characteristics.   

“Our SLT is a perfect opportunity to build relationships and have an informal conversation with our students regarding the happenings 

here at Ashville. They provide real feedback and together generate conversations for new ideas,” principal Gretchen Weiler said.   

All fifth grade students are currently reading “Wonder.” It is a story in which a teen struggles to overcome severe physical obstacles 

in a new school setting. During a recent SLT meeting, the group decided that they would like to create a "Charlotte" award to be  

presented at the end of the school year. This award will recognize a fifth grade student who exhibits qualities of Charlotte, a      

character in “Wonder” who is an "up-stander" and a good friend without needing or wanting any credit. They are currently developing 

criteria to be used to choose the recipient of the award. 

“I'm proud of the hard work and ideas of this group of students. They are genuine in their thinking and truly have a passion for   

Ashville,” Weiler said. 

Scioto Elementary School 

South Bloomfield Elementary School 

FIRST Lego League Team qualifies for State Competition 

The Teays Valley athletes are not the only students to make it to a State competition. A 

team made up of four West students and one Scioto student, known as the Vikingbots,    

recently qualified for the FIRST Lego League State competition at Wright State University. 

The FIRST Lego League is an international competition organized by FIRST for elementary 

and middle school students. Each September, a new challenge is announced that focuses on 

a different real-world topic related to the sciences. Students must program an EV3 Lego 

robot to carry out missions related to the challenge as well as complete a research project. 

This is the second year that Teays Valley has had a competitive FLL team. 

Each new challenge requires students to program the robot to navigate, capture, transport or deliver objects on a mission field.    

Students spend three to four hours each week meeting for practices to work on the challenge. FIRST gives no guidance on how to get 

the robot to carry out the challenge. It is the mission of the team to develop a strategy to make that happen throughout the season. 

“This team has grown a lot in the last two years. The highest round they ever had last year was 120 points and this year the round 

that qualified them for state was 612 points. They've learned how the engineering design process works, and they've had to                    

persevere as problem solvers. Sometimes a mission has to be repeated 30 to 40 times, with only slight modifications each time when 

they're trying to get the robot to be successful. That has required a high level of patience,” FLL advisor Beth Keplar said. 

The students include Erin Caudill, Audrey Keplar, Noah Glaze, Isaak Reed and Walker Branson (pictured L-R). If there are parents in 

the district willing to start a team and work as a coach, this team is willing serve as mentors and provide support to new teams. 

Staff and Students participate in Fourth Annual All School Read 

East continued its tradition of an All School Read this year with the book “Phineas Gage: A    

Gruesome but True Story About Brain Science” by John Fleischman. This is the fourth year that 

the entire school, including all staff members and students, read the same book. While the book 

was predominantly discussed during language arts classes, all of the teachers read it and 

touched on it with the students. 

“The focus of the all school read is to provide all East students with a common experience that 

explores a concept cross-curricularly. The concept of ‘One School, One book’ is one that many 

schools are exploring and implementing. Reading the same book builds community as all     

members are reading and exploring the concepts, discussing the various aspects of the text,” librarian Jennifer Seebauer said. 

The students had the opportunity to share what they learned by creating projects, which were displayed in the library. 

“Students created exhibits for display in a ‘museum.’ The exhibits allowed students to further explore a component of the book that 

was of most interest to them and develop a presentation for their peers. Overall, the reaction was very positive with students       

exploring the museum and focusing on those projects that were of most interest to them,” Seebauer said. “As the school librarian, I 

always hope that students find something in text that excites them and sparks an interest in reading. I also want students and staff 

to have opportunities to see how all content areas interplay in text, demonstrating the importance of learning.”   

East will organize an all school read event again next school year and they are in the process of choosing the next book. 

Fourth Graders Earn Rewards through Blue Jackets Reading Program 

The Walnut fourth graders got some extra motivation to read recently 

from local celebrity, Columbus Blue Jackets mascot Stinger. They took 

part in a program sponsored by the Blue Jackets called Book Jackets. 

Students were challenged to read over 700 minutes in a four week span. 

The students who participated earned various prizes. All students who 

read at least 250 minutes earned a Blue Jackets folder, a ticket to the ice 

rink and a ticket to a home game. Students who read for the full 700 

minutes earned all of these prizes, as well as a Blue Jackets backpack, a 

certificate and an invite to a private skating party at Nationwide Arena to 

skate for free and meet Stinger. They were also able to invite their family 

members to the private party for no cost. 

“I had the students participate in this opportunity to get them excited 

about reading and spice up their nightly reading homework                                        

requirements. The students loved reaching this challenge. A majority of students met the 700 minute requirement, with multiple  

students reading double to triple the minutes to be the top reader in their class,” fourth grade teacher Nicole Miles said. 

“It is wonderful to see our teachers seek out creative ways to encourage our students to read. I love seeing our students getting  

excited about reading, especially outside of the classroom,” principal Greg Kovack said. 

TV West Middle School 

TV East Middle School 

Walnut Elementary School 


