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Stop the spread of germs that can make you and others sick! Influenza (flu) and other serious respiratory illnesses like 

whooping cough (Pertussis) and severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) are spread by cough, sneezing or unclean hands. 

Here are steps to help stop the spread of germs: 

1. Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. 2. Put your used tissue in the wastebasket. 3. If you 

don’t have a tissue, cough or sneeze into your upper sleeve or elbow, not your hands. 4. Wash your hands often with soap 

and warm water for 20 seconds. 5. If soap and water are not available, use an alcohol-based hand rub. 6. Avoid touching 

your eyes, nose or mouth. Germs spread this way. 

We can protect and strengthen our own immunity by eating nutritious foods, taking daily walks, sleeping 8 –10 hours a 

night and reducing stress. 

*Per school policy: If your child has a fever, diarrhea or upset stomach to the point of vomiting, they need to be free of their 

symptoms for 24 hours, without the aid of over-the-counter medications, prior to returning to school. These precautions 

help to reduce the spreading of infections within our building. Reference for article—www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/preventing 

From the Nurses 

New Pre-engineering course teaches students Lifelong Skills 

At Teays Valley, one of our goals is to continue to add courses that will provide  

students with skills that will be valuable to them in their futures, whether that is in 

college or in their careers. One new class that was offered at the high school this 

year is a pre-engineering course, which is taught by Mark Colburn and Laura        

Culbertson. Through this class, students dive into the engineering design process, 

applying math, science and engineering standards to hands-on projects, such as 

designing a new toy or improving an existing product. 

“This course engages students in compelling, real world challenges that help them 

become better collaborators and thinkers. Students take from the courses in-demand knowledge and skills they will use in any 

career path they take,” Colburn said. 

“This course encourages students to cultivate what Project Lead the Way calls an ‘engineering mindset.’ This means the students 

will learn to plan and use their time efficiently and effectively, use creativity to solve a variety of challenges, persevere on a     

project and be flexible when plans need to change and give and receive constructive feedback from their peers,” Culbertson said. 

The students’ main project is called an Automata, which is a machine that can be self operated or hand cranked, and follows 

predetermined movement. Additionally, students will design and build an Automoblox car. Both of these projects will be     

developed on the computer with an opportunity for students to generate a physical replica with a 3D printer. 

“Projects in this class use skills students have learned and compile them into a challenging problem to solve. Throughout this 

year so far students have learned about the design process, technical sketching and statistical analysis,” Culbertson said.  

“This class teaches useful lifelong skills regardless of whether a student is going to continue with an engineering career path 

in the long run. Critical thinking, creativity and persevering when a challenge is tough are so important during and after high 

school.” 

Teays Valley High School 
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Building Hope within our students is Paramount at Teays Valley 
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    The Teays Valley School Local District’s core belief is in doing what is best for students. This district 

works hard to provide the best academic experience for our kids, but what we do goes beyond the    

curriculum. We want to provide a positive environment where our students can develop and build hope 

for their futures. 

    The loss of hope is devastating. We’ve all seen those examples where people have simply given up, 

and we know students that have lost hope as early as elementary school. The only future they see is one 

of continued failure, misbehaviors or poverty. 

    Author Shane Lopez has written in his book, “Making Hope Happen,” that hopeful people demonstrate 

four core beliefs: 

1. They believe the future will be better than the present. 

2. They believe they have the power to make it so.  

3. They recognize that there are many paths to their goals.  

4. They believe that none of these paths are free of obstacles and that GRIT is required. 

    We believe we can build hopeful kids. We can show them the door out of hopelessness. We can build 

the bridge called “education” that can move our kids forward and cause them to believe in a better    

future. We can empower our students and assist them in finding the right paths to their goals. But we 

must also stress that hope must be accompanied with GRIT.   

    Author Malcolm Gladwell points out in his book, “Outliers,” that Asian students have scored better in 

math than American students on standardized tests. Some have attempted to connect this to some    

genetic advantage, but the real link probably lies in the cultural expectation regarding work. Cultures 

that rely on rice production (which demands 24/7, 365 day care) produced children that possessed more 

“grit” and could sustain test taking situations longer than students from other countries. In other words, 

“grit” and persistence have more to do with solving math problems than IQ.  

    It would seem that many of our kids just give up too easily. It’s our goal to not let our students give 

up. We work to create a culture where they can safely fail and start again (and again if necessary) until 

they succeed. We believe our entire district can be an incubator of HOPE. 

    As we approach the end of our second nine weeks and the first half of our school year, I would like to 

commend our staff and students for all of the hard work they have put in so far this school year. Have a 

safe, relaxing and enjoyable winter break. I look forward to kicking off the second half of the year when 

we return in January! 

            ~Robin Halley, Superintendent 

Continuous Improvement Plan 2017-2018 

Teays Valley is committed to providing programming and an academic experience that prepares       

students for 21st century careers and citizenship. Such programming requires a change in instructional  

delivery models. This year several Teays Valley teachers have participated in professional development 

that will support them in implementing problem-based learning in their classroom.  

Problem-based learning is a transdisciplinary (STEM) approach to learning. It is an instructional method 

characterized by the use of “real world” problems as a context for students to learn critical thinking and 

problem solving skills, which include creativity, verbal and written communication, time management, 

leadership and perseverance. This approach is being incorporated at all levels. During our last early  

release day, teachers shared with their colleagues some ways they are incorporating this into their  

classroom.   



 
Ashville Elementary School 

Annual Thanksgiving Play Teaches and Entertains 

Every year before Thanksgiving break, the first graders transform into Pilgrims, turkeys, Native 

Americans, corn and apples to put on their annual Thanksgiving play. This play, which they         

performed for invited guests, is about the Pilgrims' journey at sea, life in the new world, working 

together with the Native Americans and the celebration feast that followed their harvest. Leading up 

to the play, the students took part in various lessons that are a part of the first grade curriculum. 

For example, they compared life from long ago and life today, which is a part of their social studies 

curriculum. They also conducted guided research on the lives of the Pilgrims, which is a part of their writing curriculum.   

“While the students enjoy getting to perform for their guests, we hope they also gained an understanding of life long ago and how it 

compares to life today, as well as the hardships endured and sacrifices made by the Pilgrims and how the Native Americans helped 

the Pilgrims to survive,” first grade teacher Amy Perry said. “The students enjoyed researching what life was like for the Pilgrims and 

were excited to show their families what they've learned.” 

Music teacher Linda Huff assisted with an addition to the performance this year. She worked with the students to prepare three 

Thanksgiving songs, which they sang during the play. 

“It was fun to watch the students show off all that they had learned during their play and I was thrilled to see so many parents take 

time to stop by during the school day to watch their performance,” principal Bruce Bryant said. “The teachers should also be         

commended for turning important parts of the students’ curriculum into something they enjoyed so much.” 

Ashville holds second annual Freedom Project for Veterans 

In correlation with Veterans Day, Ashville organized its annual Ashville Freedom Project. 

Through this project, they collected nearly 2,000 toiletry items, which were donated to the 

Pickaway County Veterans’ Services Office. Students were encouraged to bring in items such 

as soap, shampoo, lotions, dental care, baby wipes and eye drops. In addition to what the 

school collected, Viking Vision Center donated several cases of eye drops. 

The donations were dispersed among local veterans, veterans in the nursing homes and 

homeless veterans. They were also sent overseas. 

“This is the second year we organized this project and the students really got excited about 

it. At door duty when they bring in their bags full of donations, they make sure I know it is 

going to my room for the veterans,” intervention specialist Jennifer Gregg said.  

According to Gregg, this project not only supports veterans, but it is a beneficial learning opportunity for the students. 

“I hope they learn the sacrifices service men and women are making for our country and to not forget about them,” she said. “We 

encouraged them to simply give what they could to help. For example, we stressed that items such as a toothbrush is something we 

may take for granted, but something that is appreciated from others.”  

Last year, the school received a flag flown in combat from the unit that received their donations.   

“It was quite an honor. They were so thankful for thinking of them,” Gregg said.  

Scioto Elementary School 

South Bloomfield Elementary School 

Students stayed busy in and out of the Classroom 

Fall is always a fun-filled time of year at Scioto. Along with many great learning                             

opportunities, students enjoyed activities with family and friends throughout the season.  

It was an eventful time of year for musical performances. Students in third through fifth 

grades performed concerts for their classmates as well as in the evening for guests. Their 

concerts took guests on musical tours, parades and through songs across the decades. The 

second grade students also performed during the Veterans Day assembly.   

Librarian Chris Brewer took her creativity and love for books and ran with it during the annual book fair. Not only did students get to 

hear great new stories during library classes, they had the opportunity to purchase new books to take home too. In addition, the book 

fair incorporated a coin challenge that built on the previous donations made to help students impacted by the hurricanes in Texas and 

Florida. This challenge raised an additional $1,000, which was used to purchase numerous books to send to those schools as well.  

Grandparents got the opportunity to visit by joining students for an ice cream social. Parent volunteers and staff helped to serve 

students and guests by scooping ice cream and adding sprinkles and syrup.  

Finally, to reinforce positive behaviors, students have the opportunity to earn Scioto bucks. They have been saving since the start of 

the year and recently got to spend their Scioto bucks on many great items. The PTO donates prizes and sets up the school store.  

“None of these positive events would be possible without assistance. We are appreciative of all of the time that our volunteers and staff 

members give to ensure that our students have a great experience inside and outside of the classroom,” principal Devin Anderson said.  

Lesson comes to life for Students through Skype Session 

Students in intervention specialist Ashley Cotton’s class took part in a unique learning opportunity when 

they Skyped with the Sea Turtle Hospital in Marathon, Florida.  

According to Cotton, this activity came about after several students showed interest in sea animals and 

the ocean. They decided to Skype with the hospital to help facilitate learning about ocean life and        

endangered species for the students.  

“I hope the students learned about caring for ocean life and helping to preserve the sea animal habitat,” 

Cotton said. “The students really enjoyed seeing the turtles and learning about the efforts that go into 

keeping them safe.” 

Principal Mike Kauffeld commended Cotton for incorporating this technology into her classroom to give 

her students a glimpse into a world that they otherwise would not have access to here. 

“Every student and class learns in a different way. We are always looking for avenues to keep our students engaged and excited to learn,” 

he said. “Through Skype, our students not only had the chance to ask questions directly to someone in the field they were learning 

about, but they got the opportunity to be transported to a place that is more than 1,000 miles away from their desks right here at West.” 

“Unique learning opportunities like this are important because it allows students to make connections outside of books or other print. 

They learn best when making connections that are meaningful and personal, and by being able to Skype with the hospital they were 

able to make those connections. It also allows them to experience something they may not be able to on their own,” Cotton said. 

East introduces Signs of Suicide program to Staff and Students  

In collaboration with Nationwide Children's Hospital, East provided a training for seventh and eighth grade students called Signs of 

Suicide. SOS is a nationally-known suicide prevention program. It reduces the stigma of depression and lets students and adults know 

that they are capable of helping a student in need of support. The goal is to prevent and reduce suicidal behavior by expanding the 

student's safety net.  

Students were trained to recognize warning signs of suicide in a friend as well as an appropriate response. Additionally, they were 

provided the opportunity to speak with a school counselor if they were concerned about their own well-being or a friend's. Seventh 

and eighth grade teachers presented the material to the students, then the students took part in a two day lesson where they learned 

about what are normal ups and downs in teens verses a mental health concern. They also learned the warning signs for depression 

and suicide, what the risk factors are that can affect teens and what steps to take if they have a concern personally or for a friend. 

The presentation incorporated role play activities to make it interactive. In addition, students wrote down a name of a trusted adult 

that they could turn to if they needed help for themselves or a friend. 

The students were also taught a message through the acronym ACT, which stands for Acknowledge - listen to your friend, do not 

ignore threats, Care - let your friend know you care, Tell - tell a trusted adult so they can help. 

“We have received very positive reactions to the program from students, parents and staff members,” guidance counselor Ronna Brisker 

said. “One student spoke about how he enjoyed the presentations and felt it gave him the power to talk to an adult about a friend who 

was in need, while a teacher commented that the students really listened and were engaged in the program. A parent also thanked us 

for the program and was happy that we were able to speak to her student and also referred them for more professional help.” 

Veterans honored during annual Event 

The Walnut staff and students expanded upon their annual Veterans Day assembly this year with 

some new touches in the hopes that it would be even more special for the veterans in                      

attendance. In addition to students singing patriotic songs and fifth grade students presenting 

information about Veterans Day, this year’s assembly included a video with clips of various    

students presenting a picture of a veteran who is special to them. Each class or grade level also 

recorded a message for the veterans. Seventy veterans were in attendance for the assembly. 

“The students did a great job preparing for the videos and were excellent at the assembly,” music 

teacher Cheryl Vorus said. “They were very excited to see the messages from their own class, as 

well as the other classes, and to see each hero that belonged to a Walnut student or staff member.”  

According to Vorus, it is clear by simply talking to the students that they understand the importance of Veterans Day and role veterans play. 

“I think that our students already know how important that the veterans are. You can hear it when they talk about friends or family 

members in the service, and I think that this just brings it home to them how much we owe to this group of men and women and 

how many of them are out there,” she said. “I think that they learned how much the veterans appreciate our thanks and hopefully that 

we can do little things throughout the year and not just on Veterans Day to show our appreciation.” 

In addition to the assembly, Walnut supported veterans through the Operation Gratitude Program. Through this program, they      

partnered with North Court Family Dentistry to show support to those who serve. With their help, the students were able to send 57 

pounds of their trick or treat candy, more than 30 toothbrushes and numerous letters to those serving our country.  
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