
November 

13 TV Parent U - 
 Stress & Anxiety, 
 6:30 pm 

15 Two Hour Early 
 Release Day 

20 TV Parent U - 
 Fighting & 
 Aggression, 6:30 pm 

25 Board of Education 
 Meeting, 6:30 pm 

27 No School 

28 No School 

29 No School 

December 

16 Board of Education 
 Meeting, 6:30 pm 

20 End of 2nd 9 Weeks 

23 Winter Break   
 Begins, No School 
 Dec 23-Jan 3 

January 

3 No School - 
 Teacher Work Day 

6 Classes Resume 

20 No School   

February 

4 Parent/Teacher 
 Conferences @ 
 Elementaries 

6 Parent/Teacher 
 Conferences @ 
 HS & MS 

7 Two Hour Early 
 Release Day 

Last school year, we introduced TV Parent University. Through TV Parent U, a number  

of speakers were brought to the district to discuss various topics that students are    

facing. We are expanding upon it this school year. We encourage all parents to consider 

attending these valuable presentations. For more information and dates, go to                 

http://www.tvsd.us/TVParentUniversity.aspx 
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Two of our guiding principles focus on doing what is best for all students and keeping our 

students safe. For those of us that have been around for a while, things have certainly 

changed over the years. When I was a classroom teacher the buildings were open and never 

locked during the school days. The only drills we had were for fire and tornado. Over the 

years this has changed and we have learned that we must be ever vigilant to protect our   

students at all times. This district has worked diligently to put safety measures in place at all 

of our buildings. 

We utilize a School Resource Officer who is trained to investigate, assess and respond to any 

safety concerns. We have also trained administrators and staff to do the same. It is our goal 

to add an additional resource officer this school year to serve all of our schools as well.       

We have the daily support of law enforcement agencies from Ashville, South Bloomfield,  

Commercial Point and the Pickaway County Sheriff’s Department. These officers show up to 

many of our campuses to greet our students in the morning and to assist with traffic and  

congestion at the end of the day. Should any situation arise during the school day they are 

quickly on the scene. We also have the support of our local fire departments and EMS. 

Over the last few years we have made strides in making each of our buildings safer. We 

have upgraded all entrances into our buildings so there is no longer direct access to our           

students. All visitors MUST report to the office and show proper ID upon entry. Identification 

is scanned and verified before any visitor goes beyond the front office. Classrooms are now 

more secure with locking mechanisms in each room. These devices are some of the most  

effective in prohibiting an intruder into a classroom.  

This summer one of the major safety concerns on the high school campus was remedied. 

Access from the high school to the freshman and ag buildings is now protected by security 

walls. These walls make it possible for our students to move from building to building without 

being observed. Doors to these areas are locked during the school day. The movement of our 

students is now limited to these secure areas. 

In the next few months our staff will have new technology placed on their phones that will 

allow them to contact law enforcement immediately. This app will not only connect to 911 but 

will also alert any law enforcement personnel in the surrounding area of a dangerous or                 

critical situation. The district will continue to train and educate our administrators, staff and 

students on proper protocols in case of an emergency. We will also continue to research all 

avenues and work with law enforcement to provide a safe environment. 

We recently wrapped up the first nine weeks and the fall sports season. I’d like to                       

congratulate all our teams and individual athletes who received league or district titles. I 

would also like to congratulate our band, The Golden Sound, on their outstanding                           

accomplishments over the season. As we move into November, I look forward to all the     

positive activities planned this time of year including Veterans Day assemblies, community 

service projects in honor of the holiday season, music concerts and the winter athletics              

season. Please go to the district website for dates and times of upcoming events. 

Robin Halley, Superintendent 



   Ashville 5th grade students became composers during a unique 

lesson in Amy Mailer’s music class. Through a program called 

Incredibox, the students were able to create their own music by 

using their Chromebooks. According to Mailer, the objective of 

the lesson was to experiment with percussion, bass/bassline and 

voice parts to create and share an original composition. 

   While Chromebooks have become a common educational tool 

in classrooms starting in kindergarten, incorporating them into 

music class was new for Mailer’s music class.  

“I have never used Chromebooks with students and felt it was past time that we try them out in music class. I felt that Incredibox was 

a good fit for my fifth graders. It is user-friendly, but has many levels and layers to keep the kids interested,” Mailer said.  

Through this program, Mailer’s goal was for her students to hear and see how different parts fit together in a vocal piece or an                 

instrumental piece. According to her, to start a project like this with pencil, paper and instruments would have been incredibly time-

consuming. This allowed the students to hear what a finished product can sound like, and gave them the ability to successfully write 

parts that fit together in the same way. 

“My students absolutely loved it. They were 100% engaged. Many of them said they went home and got on Incredibox again, and now 

my fourth graders have been asking to get on the website in music class,” Mailer said. 

As education continues to evolve, the schools strive to keep up with new trends and unique ways to deliver 
the information to the students. One way Scioto has been working to offer students a new avenue to learn is by 
utilizing Units of Study. According to 2nd grade teacher Lisa Ridley, UOS is a workshop model for teaching literacy 
to students. In reading and writing, each session begins with a minilesson then students work independently 
while the teacher confers with students or leads a small group. Students share their ideas and read with              
long-term partners during workshop. It concludes with students sharing with each other or with the whole class. 

According to 1st grade teacher Ashley Kurowski, each workshop is engaging and fun, as well as fast paced, 

which keeps the students engaged. The phonics extensions are creative and enjoyable and allow the students 
to work together to learn from one another. 

“Through UOS, I hope the students gain a love of reading and writing. I hope they are learning how to be strong readers and writers 
by using all of the strategies that are being taught. I hope they are also learning how to work with others and how to have discussions 
with their peers,” she said. “They have partners in both reading and writing and they have rug clubs for phonics. This gives them a 
chance to explore other people’s thoughts, opinions and questions. It also gives the opportunity for words of encouragement and support 
that everyone needs.” 

“The success and hard work of each student is celebrated at the end of each unit,” Ridley said. “For example, at the end of our first 
reading unit each student wrote a short book review. To celebrate, our classroom was turned into a fancy restaurant with tablecloths, 

music, flowers and snacks, while students sampled their classmates’ books and read their book reviews.” 

“I am proud to be a Scioto teacher. Everyone has worked so hard to collaborate on Units of Reading and Writing, not to mention a new math 
program.” 3rd grade teacher Kim Crawford said. “This will only help to ensure that our students are receiving the best education and love learning.” 

   In honor of National Bullying Prevention Month in October, many of the schools participated in 

Kindness Week. This has become an annual event at South Bloomfield, through which the     

students and staff spend a week dressing in various themes to promote kindness and take part 

in kindness challenges. For example, they kicked off the week with “everyone counts day,” and 

they wore a shirt with numbers. They wrapped up the week with “character counts” day and 

they dressed up as their favorite book character. 

   Each day the staff members promoted a different challenge to help spread kindness throughout 

the school as well. For example, one day students were encouraged to reach out to someone 

sitting alone at lunch to invite them to sit with them. Another day, they took part in random acts 

of kindness to brighten each others’ day. 

   “Every day thousands of young people experience bullying and no one deserves this. We are 

choosing to focus on encouraging kindness and standing together against bullying in our building,” school counselor Brooke Adkins said. 

“I hope the students learned that spreading kindness is easy, fun and the full expression of our genuine character we were intended to 

reflect. I hope the students built confidence in who they are as they encouraged one another and saw the powerful impact of unity.”  

Spreading kindness does not stop when this week concluded. It is focused on throughout the school year in ways as simple as                    

encouraging words and sayings in Adkins’ office and through signs in the hallway to promote the character traits they are working to 

build. Teachers often implement social emotional learning activities in their classroom lessons as well. 

“I want them to remember how the activities made them feel this week, loved, kind, capable, brave, important, accepted, valued, 

unique and united,” Adkins said. “I am excited to see these feelings continue throughout the year too.” 

Kindness Celebrated during annual Kindness Week 

Students learn through Units of Study Workshop 

Students become Composers through use of Technology in Music Class 



If you visit Walnut, you are used to hearing about “The Walnut Way.” This theme has been embraced by the staff 

and students and refers to the character traits they focus on each month. To introduce “The Walnut Way,” they 

kicked off the school year with a visit from Jim “Basketball” Jones. His message focused on students developing and 

harnessing their inner strength and positive mindset to lead better more fulfilling lives. His belief is that we all 

learn over time and at our own pace and as long as we never stop learning we will find our own success. 

“Through this assembly, I hope the students felt motivated to take control and responsibility for how they treat 

one another and the effort they put forth to achieve their personal best and feel successful,” school counselor 

Niki Shaner said. “Jim gave us a very entertaining program with an inspiring message. As I visit classrooms for    

counseling lessons, I'm still hearing his words and see the motions he taught them to use as they remember that 

they need to ‘do something’ to make someone's day better.”  

All of the schools are focusing on PBIS efforts, which stands for Positive Behavior Interventions and Support. 

This assembly was a part of that initiative at Walnut. They are also promoting PBIS by doing a staff book study 

using the book, “The Morning Meeting Book.” All homeroom teachers begin the students’ day with a morning meeting, which follows a 

daily format that includes a greeting, sharing, a group activity, news and announcements. The sense of belonging and the skills of    at-

tention, listening, expression and cooperative interaction are developed during the morning meeting. 

In addition, students are focusing on a different character trait each month. In August, they focused on courage, and Jim "Basketball" 

Jones emphasized having the courage to do the right thing, the right way, at the right time, even when no one is looking. Since then, 

they have focused on being kind, being an Upstander to prevent bullying and November’s focus is on perseverance. 

School counselor Mary Langenfeld first introduced Teays Valley to the ROX (Ruling Our eXperiences) program last school year when 

she started it at TVHS. Through a grant from the Teays Valley Educational Foundation, she is expanding it to East this school year. 

ROX began as a research study in 2006 at The Ohio State University and is now the national nonprofit leader in programming, research 

and education focused on girls. Its mission is to create generations of confident girls who control their own relationships, experiences, 

decisions and futures. According to Langenfeld, research done by ROX has found that confidence in girls starts to decline in middle 

school and does not get better. It is her hope that by bringing this curriculum to the students, she will get to girls before it is too late 

and make an impact in their future. 

“My hope is that girls will feel more confident and empowered after the ROX program. All of the topics, in my opinion, are centered 

around girls feeling like they are worthy of the best and having the tools to make that happen 

for themselves,” she said.  

   Throughout the year, they will cover various topics, including conflict, communication,   

social media, drama/healthy relationships with other girls, healthy dating relationships, verbal 

and physical self-defense, coping, body image, career and leadership. 

   “ROX is important for girls because there is no other setting where girls are able to talk 

about these topics in a safe environment with other girls. It is about things that they may see 

on social media, like body image, but in ROX we can take them a step further. It gives girls a 

place to learn from other girls their age that they may not interact with elsewhere,”               

Langenfeld said. 

When you think about a math class, you probably picture students in 

desks in rows with the teacher at the front of the classroom. Education is 

changing these days though and the manner in which students are learning 

continues to evolve. This was recently demonstrated at West when Chris 

Williard’s 8th grade algebra class and Kaitlyn Nelson’s 8th grade math class 

collaborated with the library for students to work on a lesson together. 

Through the lesson, the students used algebra tiles to solve equations to 

understand conceptually. 

“It was our goal that by bringing the two different classes together, the 

math students would learn the concept and algebra students would improve their understanding by working with them,” Williard said. 

According to Williard, moving to a unique setting was a nice change for the students and they benefited from the open space. 

“At first, they thought it was weird to do math in the library, but they liked the open setting and room to work together,” he said. “My 

hope is as the year progresses and we have more opportunities to work in the library, they will continue to see how fun math lessons 

can be by taking these unique approaches to the lessons.” 

“I was thrilled to welcome the math classes into the library,” librarian Jennifer Seebauer said. “Libraries are construed as quiet places 

simply used for silent reading. The role of school libraries is continuing to evolve to meet the needs of students to suit a variety of              

content areas as well as student learning styles. It is exciting to see Teays Valley teachers and students utilize the space for a variety of 

subjects."  

Library hosts Math Classes for Collaborative Assignment 

Ruling Our eXperiences Program Introduced 

Speaker Spreads Positive Message 



   The high school campus received some additions this school year 

thanks to a project organized by the environmental science classes. 

Ten benches were placed inside and outside the school for students 

and visitors to enjoy. 

   Two TVHS teachers attended a sustainability conference and 

learned about a project that entailed collecting plastic bottle caps 

and lids that are then recycled to be turned into benches. The    

environmental science students kicked off a recycling project three 

years ago and this collection correlated with their recycling efforts. 

   Thanks to donations from students, parents, extended family 

members, churches, libraries, apothecaries and other TV schools, 2,000 pounds of caps were collected, which is equivalent to one ton. 

They were then brought to Green Tree plastics in Evansville, Indiana, and turned into 10 eight foot benches. Prior to bringing them to 

Indiana, students hand sorted all the caps and lids to remove any contaminants, such as metal and unacceptable caps and lids. Student 

volunteers included National Honor Society members, environmental science students and student aides. 

“Through this project I hope the students learned that sustainability is important. They were able to spread awareness about recycling 

and its importance,” environmental science teacher Jessica Holes said. “They also learned how to work together to achieve a common 

goal through a large project.”   

The school’s recycling program has received large donations in support from local organizations such as the Ohio EPA and the RPHF 

(Ross, Pickaway, Highland, Fayette) Solid Waste District. In addition, items for the project were donated from Wendy's and Ace       

Hardware. 

“The response was overwhelming. I am grateful to all of the community members, students and groups who supported this project,” Holes 

said. “It not only taught the students the value of recycling and working together, but has added beauty and comfort to our campus.” 

Recycling Project results in addition of Benches for TVHS Campus  

~If you have questions about “The Talk at Teays” or if you would like to submit information for the next edition,  

contact Julie DeLisio, Director of Communications, at 740.983.5048 or at jdelisio@tvsd.us. 

- Flu Signs, Symptoms & Prevention 
Sudden onset of symptoms—Symptoms include a fever over 100°F in adults and as high as 103°-105°F in children, chills and 

sweats, headaches, dry cough, muscle/joint aches and pains, fatigue and weakness, loss of appetite, diarrhea and vomiting in 

children. Keep your child home if they are experiencing these symptoms. Students MUST not have a fever (100°F or greater) 

for 24 hours, without the use of medications, before returning to school. 

Prevention—1. Make sure kids wash their hands frequently with warm water and soap for at least 20 seconds. That will clean 

off any germs including the flu virus that they may unknowingly pick up throughout the day and keep them from passing them 

on. 2. Cough into elbows, not hands, where they are more likely to spread bacteria and the flu virus through touch. 3. Disinfect 

the surfaces kids touch most frequently with flu disinfectant products. Examples include phones, door knobs, light switches and 

keyboards. 4. Eat right, exercise and get plenty of sleep. That will help boost your immune system, which is your body's way of 

fighting off the effects of colds and flu. 

Flu vaccines are now available if you wish to have your child vaccinated. 

~Resources: http://sayboototheflu.com/prevention/tips.php 


