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Sudden onset of symptoms—Symptoms include a fever over 100°F in adults and as high as 103°-105°F in children, chills 

and sweats, headaches, dry cough, muscle/joint aches and pains, fatigue and weakness, loss of appetite, diarrhea and   

vomiting in children. Keep your child home if they are experiencing these symptoms. Students MUST not have a fever (100°F 

or greater) for 24 hours, without the use of medications, before returning to school. 

Prevention—1. Make sure kids wash their hands frequently with warm water and soap for at least 20 seconds. That will 

clean off any germs including the flu virus that they may unknowingly pick up throughout the day and keep them from  

passing them on. 2. Cough into elbows, not hands, where they are more likely to spread bacteria and the flu virus through 

touch. 3. Disinfect the surfaces kids touch most frequently with flu disinfectant products. Examples include phones, door 

knobs, light switches and keyboards. 4. Eat right, exercise, and get plenty of sleep. That will help boost your immune     

system, which is your body's way of fighting off the effects of colds and flu. 

Flu vaccines are now available if you wish to have your child vaccinated. 

~Resources: http://sayboototheflu.com/prevention/tips.php 

From the Nurses—Flu Signs, Symptoms & Prevention 

Library offers lessons through more than just Books 

Escape rooms are popping up all over, and TVHS librarian Lisa Campbell has brought this 

craze to the library and added an educational twist. Teachers have the option to bring their 

students to the library to participate in an escape room activity that revolves around nearly 

every content area offered at the high school, from English, to science to a world language, 

and everything in between. The students are given clues, then have to work together to come 

up with answers to unlock locks to uncover more clues until ultimately opening the final lock. 

“I added this to the library because it is fun. It requires a different kind of thinking and 

problem solving skills that the students aren't always comfortable with. Since it is a game, 

they are learning, stretching themselves and having fun at the same time,” Campbell said. 

“It’s an activity that requires creativity, critical thinking skills, communication, teamwork and trying new things. I hope that 

students take a willingness to explore problems and try different solutions.” 

Intervention specialist Jamie Kinzer’s students participated in one of the activities earlier this year and she plans to make this a 

part of her curriculum every month.  

“Their activity focused on teamwork, critical thinking, communication and grit. Students were given a minimum amount of  

information and asked to solve some puzzles. Students often had to try their solution and if it did not work, reassess and try 

something new,” Campbell said.   

“My students loved the activity. It's great what Lisa has done to make the library a fun and inviting atmosphere,” Kinzer said. 

“Through the escape room, I hope that the students are learning a sense of community through working together toward a 

common goal. I also hope that they realize the untapped potential they have to learn and complete any task, no matter how 

difficult it seems.” 

Teays Valley High School 
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Important 

Dates 

    It is obvious to those of us that have been in education for some time that the needs of our students 

are different than they were several years ago. This generation of students is unique and it is imperative 

that educators are prepared to respond to their needs. 

    Teays Valley recently provided our staff the first installment of addressing these concerns. On October 

16, all Teays Valley staff attended “Tools to assist Educators in Working with Today’s Students,” which 

was planned by our school counselors. Rochelle Dunn, PhD, LPCC-S, and Matt Dunatchik, LPCC, were the 

morning presenters and provided information to our staff on anxiety and depression and how they affect 

our students. Dunn and Dunatchik gave the staff tools and strategies to assist them in working with our 

students to meet their unique needs. Representatives from Nationwide Children’s Hospital presented 

“Creating a Trauma Informed Culture” in the afternoon.  

    One of our first guiding principles is that we will do what is best for kids. This training is a giant step 

in helping us to accomplish this goal. Our kids are important and they deserve to be led by a caring and 

informed staff.  

    Another emphasis on mental and emotional health is taking place through TV Parent University, which 

is a new program that is being offered this year to all Teays Valley parents. We created Parent U to give 

parents resources and information to tackle issues their child may currently be facing or may deal with in 

the future. Topics that will be addressed include opioid use/abuse, depression, anxiety, bullying, peer 

pressure, academic problems, social problems and how to address these concerns with the students. The 

presentations will be held the first Wednesday of every month and will feature different topics for each 

session.  

    Wayne Campbell, founder of “Tyler’s Light,” spoke to several of our parents in the high school         

auditorium on October 3. Campbell’s son Tyler died of a heroin overdose after first becoming addicted 

to prescription painkillers. Under the banner of “Speak Up, Save a Life,” Tyler’s Light equips youth and 

parents with the education Campbell’s family did not have to prevent drug abuse and save lives. All of 

the TVHS students took part in his presentation that day as well. If you were not able to attend this     

session, I encourage you to go to their website, www.tylerslight.com. It offers information and resources 

as well as some informative and inspiring videos. I also encourage you to talk to your high school       

students about what they learned from the presentation. 

    The next presentation is called “Tools for Dealing with Anxiety.” It will be held on November 7, from 

6:30-7:30 p.m., in the TVHS auditorium. Rochelle Dunn, PhD, LPCC-S, will provide parents with           

information to assist in dealing with anxiety and depression. 

    The goal of Parent U is to offer presentations on a variety of topics to give our parents some ways to 

address and meet the needs and concerns of all of our students. Please go to this link for more                  

information about Parent U - www.tvsd.us/TVParentUniversity.aspx. We will continue to add information 

about each presentation throughout the year. 

        ~Robin Halley, Superintendent 

Continuous Improvement Plan 2018-2019 

One of the goals of the continuous improvement plan is to provide a cohesive system for college 

and career planning in grades K-12. This system includes the implementation of elementary career                     

curriculum and Naviance for college and career planning in grades 6-12. Counselors and students 

work together to explore and use the different features of Naviance, which allows students to 

learn about their strengths and reflect on their interests. Assessments provide suggestions on how 

to apply personality traits and learning styles in class, in addition to helping students discover 

career options based on their interests and strengths. Armed with this information, students can 

plan high school courses to complement their career pathway, explore colleges that match their 

interests and complete the college application process.  



 Ashville Elementary School 

Students Dress to Impress for Success 

On Thursdays the vibe around South Bloomfield is a little fancier due to ‘Dress to 

Impress for Success,’ which was started by fifth grade teacher Jason Mitchell and 

second grade teacher Josh Antonini. Every Thursday, many of the second and 

fifth grade students wear business casual attire. According to Mitchell, Dress to 

Impress started when he and Antonini noticed that the students’ attitudes and 

demeanors were different when they were dressed up for picture day. 

“Students come in smiling, happy and proud of how amazing they look that 

day. It then directly correlates to the classroom, where these students have a great day participating, asking questions, behaving and 

giving a 100% effort on things they do,” he said. “They come into class extremely cheerful, smiling ear to ear. They are so proud to 

show teachers and students how they look that particular day.” 

Mitchell believes it is valuable for students to see their teachers in professional business attire too, such as a shirt and tie, and hopes this 

will model ways for them to dress in the future. Fifth grade teacher Julie Carpenter said it is also positive for the students to see their 

classmates participate because it demonstrates how to dress for events such as weddings, funerals, school dances and job interviews. 

“We hope that students are gaining confidence in themselves that when they dress nice and use proper hygiene, that they can feel 

great about themselves and have a fabulous, positive day,” Mitchell said. 

If someone is interested in donating new or gently used clothing for students with a financial hardship to participate, contact the school. 

Someone for Everyone at Ashville 

Ashville is continuing its ‘Someone for Everyone’ initiative this year, through which every staff member has chosen ten students they 

have committed to form a special relationship with throughout the school year. Although most staff members knew nothing about 

the students they chose and may not see them on a regular basis, they have committed to spending the year building a relationship 

with them through encouraging notes, small treats and simple hellos and smiles in the hallway. 

“We hoped that through greeting students by name, touching base on a monthly basis, offering encouraging or uplifting messages 

and just genuinely showing an interest in their lives, that all of our students would feel even more a part of our school family,”    

intervention specialist Alise Wlodarski said. “There is evidence that having a positive relationship between students and staff     

members can improve a student's academic and social development. We hoped to have students look forward to coming to school, 

trust their teachers more, become more engaged in learning, behave better in class and try their best to achieve academically.” 

Staff members have noticed that it has especially had an impact on students with behavior issues. For example, when they have a 

good day, their teachers often times let their special someone know and they get a note the next day recognizing their good    

choices. 

According to Wlodarski, the students have loved it. Teachers have received positive comments from parents as well.  

“Students look forward to getting notes from teachers and many students saved every note they received. A few students write back 

to their teachers thanking them or wishing them a great day,” she said. “There were a lot of smiles, waves and hugs from the      

students when they would see their Special Someone in the hallways. This program is a great addition to our school.”  

Scioto Elementary School 

South Bloomfield Elementary School 

Scioto partners with local Businesses to offer Students learning Opportunities 

Scioto kindergarten teacher Dawn Wasem has once again introduced her students to problem-based    

learning (PBL). Last year, she began work with a PBL teacher pilot program involving 31 other teachers in 

Pickaway County. The goal of this program is to connect local businesses and educators from all of the 

county schools to bring more hands-on learning opportunities and real world experiences to the classroom.  

Wasem is working with third grade teacher Faith Dixon to bring PBL to her students as well. Their focus 

question is “In what ways can we be more responsible with natural resources?”  

“She and I are continuing the work this year and are bringing some new teachers on board a few at a time. 

This is a long term project and we expect to spend several years continuing this work at Scioto,” Wasem said.  

Through this project, students have taken part in numerous learning opportunities, such as brainstorming discussions, research, 

developing ideas on how to limit the trash we produce, how to collect recyclable items and sort them and how to transport them to 

a recycling facility. Students are not simply learning about science and conservation through this project though. They are also   

developing 21st century skills, such as critical thinking, problem solving and participating in opportunities to innovate and                

collaborate with peers. In addition, they are incorporating technology to foster communication with stakeholders on the topic. 

“We are excited to be part of this groundbreaking work in education,” Wasem said. “Students are working to solve real life problems 

that affect them every day.  We’re confident that students are taking ownership of the work and that these experiences will have a 

lasting impact on these children as learners.”  

Students demonstrate Technology Skills through Genius Bars 

Students at both East and West are gaining real life work experience and enhancing and demonstrating 

their technology skills through something known as the genius bar. A group of volunteer students make up 

the genius bar and work to fix issues that arise with the students’ Chromebooks. Through the technology 

1:1 rollout that took place this school year, every student and staff member at the middle schools have a 

Chromebook to use while at school and at home. Having more devices creates more repairs. In order to get 

the Chromebooks back to the students more quickly, the schools created the genius bar. 

Students at both schools work on repairs during their Viking period. At East, they also work during study 

hall and students at West are “on call” during their unified arts period. They have learned how to do the 

repairs through video tutorials and through demonstrations and phone calls from the district’s technology 

department. They have replaced batteries, screens, keys and track pads, as well as assisted with frozen 

screens and login issues. They have also reinstalled the operating system and disinfected devices. They do 

not work on new devices that are still under warranty, but all other repairs are done through them. 

“When we were first working on the 1:1 technology plan, we knew that one issue that would need to be     

addressed would be keeping up with an increase in repairs that occur by adding more devices. Our technology department was     

already busy meeting the needs of our staff members who continue to embrace technology within their classes. By creating the genius 

bar, we helped to solve that issue while providing our students with a new learning opportunity,” superintendent Robin Halley said.   

“It is a win win situation for everyone involved. The genius bar students are getting hands-on experience with technology repairs and 

our students are able to get their Chromebooks back more quickly,” East principal Shannon Helser said. “It has been a positive     

addition for everyone.” 

West technology teacher John Hyder runs the genius bar at West. 

“My goal for them is to have some legitimate work experience. All of my students have some interest in the field of technology, 

whether it be developing software, repairs or testing new technologies,” he said. “We have a business-like approach to what we do 

during the day and when we are together at the end we debrief any issues encountered and that is when the empowerment of the 

students shines through. They have some really great ideas about how to use the available technology in new ways to enhance  

learning in their own classes.” 

The genius bar at East is overseen by library aide Angela Hackett. 

“I believe the students who are part of the genius bar are enjoying helping other students and learning how to fix Chromebooks 

along the way,” she said. “I hope they learn to love helping other students and any technology knowledge they gain from being a 

part of this will definitely benefit them in the future.” 

“The students have been enthusiastic about being a part of the genius bar. They continue to learn new skills and even asked for   

additional tools they needed to work on certain repairs,” Helser said. “We have worked to provide them with everything they need to 

complete their tasks and get the devices back to our students more quickly.” 

“We are always looking for new ways to bring real life experiences to our students. The genius bar does just that,” Halley said. “The 

students have embraced this new opportunity. The knowledge they already have is impressive and I am excited to see how they   

expand upon it as the year continues.” 

Walnut Gym Class offers new Activities 

Things look a little different in the Walnut gym now that physical education teacher Susan 

Fortier has taken the reigns in there. She has introduced new activities to the students, 

such as frisbee golf, cornhole, line soccer and gaga ball.  

According to Fortier, the students have enjoyed all of them, but gaga ball has been a    

favorite of many of them. Gaga is a fast paced, high energy sport played in an octagonal 

pit (pictured here). It is a gentler version of dodge ball, played with a soft foam ball. It 

combines the skills of dodging, striking, running and jumping, while trying to hit          

opponents with a ball below the knees. Players need to keep moving to avoid getting hit by 

the ball. The last person remaining in the pit who has not been hit wins that game. 

“I wanted to bring some new and exciting games and activities to Walnut that weren’t just your traditional P.E. sports,” Fortier said. “Your 

better athletes can dominate a P.E. class, so this way there are activities that anyone can do to get exercise and are lifetime activities.” 

Fortier wants the gym to be a place where more than just the best athletes have fun. She strives to make physical education a place 

where students exercise, get healthy and learn lessons that go beyond the gym. 

“I promote sportsmanship and safety. I want them to have fun and for the gym to be a safe place where all students want to play and 

learn that exercise can be fun and healthy,” she said. 

“The students have had a blast learning new activities and trying new things,” principal Greg Kovack said. “I am grateful to Mrs. Fortier 

for bringing these new opportunities to our students and I love seeing the students’ smiling faces while they are in her class.” 

TV East & West Middle Schools 

Walnut Elementary School 


