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SPONSORS

HOOPS FOR HEART
Teays Valley West Middle School students raised $575 for the American Heart Association through “Hoops

for Heart,” which is a national fundraising program that contributes to the fight against heart disease and stroke.
The students made donations to take part in the event. They participated in games such as free throws, knock
out, 3 point contest and hot shot.

The winners included: 6th grade - Brad Carothers, Kierstyn Liming, Cameron Rogers, Liam Sachs and Ally
Williams, 7th grade - Brayden Elder, Zach Goldsmith, Tyler Moore, Jordan Spears, Cain Stroup, Jeremiah
Thompson and Sky Williams, 8th grade - Ariana Basil, Emily Grcic, Clayton Knox, Caitlin Liming, Shana
Rowe, Connor Spohn and Riley Weiss.

“Hoops for Heart has become an annual fundraising event at West. The students have a great time partici-
pating in it while raising money for a great cause,” principal Michael Kauffeld said.

The winners are pictured below.
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Safety and security has become a priority of every school district in our nation. Students, teachers, parents
and community members want the peace of mind that schools are safe havens. Teays Valley has invested a great
deal in the last few years to make certain that all of our campuses are secure. New technology has made it pos-
sible to secure our entrances, monitor our buildings and provide rapid communication in case of an emergency.

As of January 5, 2016, in cooperation with the Pickaway County Sheriff ’s Department, we have added a
School Resource Officer. Deputy Brandon Skaggs is now a part of the Teays Valley team. Deputy Skaggs will be
responsible for providing security, responding to emergencies and assisting our administrators in dealing with
any situation that might hinder the welfare of our students and staff. He will be visible in all our buildings and
will be working to create relationships with our students.

Deputy Skaggs graduated from Logan Elm High School in 1989. He spent several years in the army. He left
the military in 1997. He joined the Pickaway County Sheriff ’s Department in 2002 as a dispatcher. He was
promoted in 2006 and has been on the roads since that time. Deputy Skaggs is married and has two sons that
attend Westfall.

We are happy to have Deputy Skaggs and fully intend to mold him into a “Viking.”

WALNUT NATIVE AMERICAN VISIT
The Walnut Elementary School fifth graders recently had a social studies lesson come to life in their class-

room. They traveled back in time during a lesson put on by guest lecturer Joanna Van Dette. Van Dette’s lesson
was titled “The adventure of Kathryn Guger-Goodman.”

Van Dette gave the students an overview of what life was like for young people during the mid-1700’s and
dressed in clothes similar to those that were worn during that time period. She told the story of Guger-
Goodman’s capture, treatment and ultimate release by the Shawnee Indians. The students learned about the
Shawnee culture, rituals, superstitions and importance. In addition, they learned about chores, hygiene, cloth-
ing and playing style of the children then.

Fifth grade teacher Becky Ohlinger said they invited Van Dette to speak to the students so they could hear
an account of what it was like to live with a Native American tribe, which corresponded with the lessons they
were learning in class.

“The students listened intently and became quite interested in her story,” she said.
At the conclusion of the lesson, the students got the opportunity to make their own moccasins.
“Making the moccasins gave them a ‘hands-on’ experience. Joanna’s character told them why moccasins

were worn and how they were made,”
Ohlinger said.

“I am grateful to our teachers for
bringing in guests such as Joanna to put a
fun spin on lessons that are part of the
students’ curriculum. I know they enjoyed
listening to her and the hands-on portion
of the lesson,” Walnut principal Greg
Kovack said.

Van Dette is pictured speaking to the fifth grade students. If other teachers

would like her to visit their class, she can be contacted at jvandette7@gmail.com.

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETINGS
The first Teays Valley Board of Education meeting of the new year was held on January 11. The district

welcomed a new board member, Jimmy Gloyd, during this meeting. Congratulations to Karen Karshner for
being elected president of the board and to Charlie Morrison for being elected vice president.

Dates for the 2016 Board of Education meetings were also set during the meeting. The meetings are
located in the Teays Valley High School community room and begin at 6:30 p.m., unless otherwise noted. All
parents and members of the community are welcome to attend the meetings. At the beginning of each meeting,
people in attendance have the opportunity to ask questions and discuss concerns with the members of the
board. The 2016 meetings will be held:

February 22
March 21
April 25
May 23
June 30, 7:30 a.m.
July 25
August 15
September 26
October 24
November 28
December 19

GERMAN FORTUNE
Students in Teays Valley High School German teacher Emily Combs’ German classes have been getting into

the swing of 2016 with some popular New Year’s traditions from Germany. After the long winter break, writing
resolutions and fortune telling help them to ring in the new year with a bang.

Bleigießen, or lead pouring, is a popular activity that German families do on New Year’s Eve to pass the
time until the fireworks at midnight. In Germany, little kits with lead figurines and special spoons are sold at
toy stores and Germans use a candle flame to melt the figures before pouring it into water. In Combs’ class-
room, paraffin wax in a slow cooker substitutes nicely for German 1 and 2 students who pour the melted wax
into cold water and then interpret the resulting shape to determine their fate for the new year.

“Heated discussions always erupt about what each shape could be. Is it a horseshoe, a rainbow, or a stetho-
scope?” Combs said.

Once they settle on what the shape looks like, students look up the meaning using a list of symbols either
from a classroom list or online. Students also use the class iPad, SmartBoard or their own smartphones to do
digital lead pouring with apps or websites while they wait their turn with wax.

Honor German 4 students “sail” ships made of walnut shells (Neujahrsschiffchen) to the fortunes they’ve
written on Post-it notes and attached around the edge of a bowl filled with water. German 3 students make
fortune crackers (Knallbonbons) that they pull apart, similar to wishbones, with the winner benefiting from
the prizes and fortune within. Students in all levels of German enjoy a sweet treat with their gummy bear
oracle (Gummibärchen Orakel) when they interpret the meaning of the colors of five Haribo gummy bears they
draw from a bag at random.

Students also take control of their own destiny by writing resolutions using new and review grammatical
structures and vocabulary. Goals range from studying more to eating healthier to using their cell phone less.
Students also read a variety of authentic texts and charts in German that discuss resolutions and New Year’s
customs from fireworks to food. For example, Germans eat pork or fish on New Year’s Day because pigs repre-
sent prosperity and fish represent luck, but avoid poultry because they don’t want their luck to “fly away.”

However, one of the highlights is watching “Dinner for One.” This short English sketch comedy was an
instant hit when it was originally broadcast on German television on New Year’s Eve in 1963 and has become
an annual tradition. Students relish the
goofy antics and upper level students often
even recite the script aloud with the char-
acters.

“It’s hilarious!” German 2 student
Rider McPherson said.

German 4 students Flynn Shannon,
Sierra Tooker, Jesse Stewart and Zoe
Purcell are pictured watching to see whose
fortune the walnut ship will select.

Pictured sitting: Karen Karshner, Board President and Charlie Morrison, Board Vice President
Pictured standing: Kevin Archer, Jimmy Gloyd and Bill McGowan

Teays Valley West Middle School Student named Academic All Star
Teays Valley West Middle school seventh grade student Miguel Martinez was recently honored by the

Ohio Lottery as an Academic All Star.
According to Martinez’s teachers, he is respectful and remarkable. He is kind to his peers and is respon-

sible when it comes to his studies and his work. He is willing to help his peers, teachers and those in need. He
is a true example of what it means to be a team player in the classroom.

“Miguel exhibits leadership qualities and takes pride in his school. He cares about his peers and goes out
of his way to help the new students feel welcome and safe,” principal Mike Kauffeld said.

Kauffeld is pictured congratulating Martinez on his honor.


