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National Honor Society Inductees
OnNovember 5, 59 newmembers were inducted into the Teays Valley High School National Honor Society,

joining the 49 members who were inducted last school year. Students are chosen by demonstrating their com-
mitment to the four pillars that make up NHS, which include scholarship, service, leadership and character.
Congratulations to all of the new members!

“These students are true leaders in the school. They understand and embrace a commitment to education
and service. Their character is the foundation of their success. We are very fortunate to have so many outstand-
ing students who stand for the four pillars that NHS represents.” TVHS principal John Keel said.
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At Teays Valley we strive to deliver and maintain the highest academic standards. We believe in a curriculum
that is relevant and rigorous. We want our students to be informed, educated and prepared to enter the real
world when they leave our high school. As our mission statement clearly states, we want to “educate and encour-
age” each student to lead a productive life.

Our mission does not stop there. We want our students to make a difference. We want them to recognize
they have a place in this world that can truly contribute to positive change. District-wide, we encourage our
students to be involved in our community. Community service takes on many faces at Teays Valley and is
clearly seen in the elementary schools, middle schools and high school, both by our students and our staff.

During this season of giving we have many examples of how our students and staff have tried to make an
impact on our community by meeting the needs of others. Here are a few examples:

Teays Valley High School – FOR Club sent cards to staff and went caroling to raise money for Nationwide
Children’s Hospital. The football team sponsored a family with Village Chapel Church to assist young boys with
buying gifts. The student council sponsored 35 children with donations.

Teays Valley East Middle School – Eighth grade students are going to Louise Terrace to have a holiday party
with the residents. They will be providing gifts and treats for the residents from the entire grade level. LIFE
members helped at the local food pantry by organizing and carrying food donations for community members.
The 8th grade LIFE members are assisting Santa by answering letters to Santa from kindergarten and 1st grade
students. The 7th grade students sold candy canes at lunch to raise money for The American Cancer Society.
FCS (Fellowship of Christian Students) made Christmas cards for Brown Memorial Home and visited the resi-
dents after school to pass out the cards. The East staff sponsored several students with clothing and school
supply needs.

Teays Valley West Middle School – Students created and decorated a tree with hats, mittens and gloves that
will be given to a local charity. The LIFE Group conducted a flower fundraiser in which the profits will be used
to assist four families. Students also brought in canned goods, which will be donated to the local food pantry.

Ashville Elementary – Kindergarten students sent cards and pictures to a soldier. First graders participated
in the “Blessing Project,” which is affiliated with Hazel’s House for Hope by collecting gently used and new items
for families. Second graders sold candy canes and donated the profits to the food pantry. Ashville staff and
students adopted a family to assist. The Ashville PTO sponsored various events to raise money to donate to
Make-a-Wish, JDRF and to help local families in need.

Scioto Elementary – Scioto staff and students collected food, toys and money. They worked with the
Commercial Point United Methodist Church to help families in the local community. Students brought their
donations and placed them around the school tree.

South Bloomfield Elementary – Staff members contributed money to assist the local food pantry and pro-
vide Thanksgiving and Christmas meals.

Walnut Elementary – Students and staff worked with several agencies to provide holiday gifts and food,
including two steers, for families in need. They also made donations to the Pickaway County Animal Shelter.

I would like to commend our students and staff for spreading the message of giving during this season. I
wish you and your family a very Merry Christmas. I hope our staff and students have an enjoyable and relaxing
break and look forward to kicking off the second semester on January 5.

Davis and Barnett chosen to the All-Ohio
Football Team

Congratulations to Teays Valley High School senior Neal Davis for being chosen for the first team Division
II All-Ohio Team and to senior Cory Barnett for being chosen second team. Davis is just the third football
player in school history to receive this recognition. Prior to Davis, Jay Wippel and Brent Fannin also received
this honor. Only 17 players in Central Ohio were All State in Divisions I and II.

“Neal is one of the hardest workers I have ever coached. He is relentless in our community, our classrooms
and the multiple sports he plays. This is a well-deserved honor,” Teays Valley High School football coach said.
“Cory also very deserving. To be a three sport athlete in the fall is incredible, but what is more incredible is to
play at a high level in all three. Much like Neal he is a great citizen of our community and school. It was an
honor to coach him.”

Neal Davis Cory Barnett

Students participate in Weekly Movement
Therapy Class

Wednesday morning has become a time that a group of Teays Valley elementary students especially look
forward to each week. This is when Julie Chafin from a Chance to Dance conducts a movement therapy class
for those students with needs in the area of mobility.

According to Chafin, the class provides movement to the students in a fun way. They begin each class with
proper stretching, then work on strengthening coordination skills, flexibility and imagination.

“I hope the students gain self-confidence, the ability to move freely, listen and follow direction and most
importantly, want to come back each week,” she said. “So far all of my students seem to enjoy my classes. I see
lots of smiles when I am teaching.”

Chafin is contracted through Teays Valley at Ashville, Scioto and South Bloomfield Elementaries and works
with students every Wednesday for 30 minutes. The mission of Chafin’s studio is to ensure that students appre-
ciate the art of dance through rhythmic ability and to use various music as well as imaginative play.

“I want my students to enjoy the class and develop a love for dance. Due to my love for these special stu-
dents, I have adapted a movement and dance syllabus that allows me to provide a class for them. You don’t have
to be able to use your feet to dance,” she said.

“We are always looking for ways to educate and include every type of student and this is another unique
way we are able to do that. The students look forward to her class and I love seeing the smiles on their faces
while they work with her,” Scioto principal Beth Dill said.

New Program Celebrates Positive Behavior
The schools are always developing new ways to encourage and reward positive behavior from students. One

way Teays Valley West Middle School does this is through its PBIS program, which stands for Positive
Behaviors Interventions and Support. The main goal of this is to increase positive behaviors by rewarding and
recognizing positive behaviors.

“By recognizing these positive behaviors we are able to decrease negative behaviors and discipline,” assistant
principal Allison Swanger said.

They kicked off the school year by introducing the students to this program and shared with them a video
they created about it. It was geared around the school motto, which is “Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be
Remarkable.” Through the program, students are rewarded with a token if they are caught doing one of the
three directives that make up the motto. They turn the token into the office and place it in their grade level fish
bowl. When the grade level reaches the marked line, the entire grade level is rewarded for the positive behavior.
Students also fill out a post card and receive a Hershey kiss from the office staff. In the first nine weeks, more
than 500 tokens were passed out and all three grade levels received a reward for positive behaviors.

A student group, “Peers Making Peace,” was also formed, which allows students to help create a positive
atmosphere at West.

“It is nice to see the students being recognized for all of the positive things they are doing. Sometimes it is
easy for little things to go unnoticed, so we have enjoyed having this program in place this year to let students
know how much we appreciate the things they do to makeWest a positive place, whether they are big or small,”
Swanger said.

Chafin is pictured during one of her classes with a group of Ashville students.

The students
are pictured with

their tokens.

Hillary Allen
Elizabeth Barrowman
Bryce Beckman
Samantha Bernthold
Tatum Bigham
Cody Blum
Brianna Brandt
Caleb Burgett
Elizabeth Burke
Elizabeth Cain
Brooke Carothers
Shelby Castle
Chayla Davis
Jae’lyn Evans
Madisyn Foster
Dimitrius Gegas
Jayden Graham
Logan Graves
Travis Grim
Peyton Hamilton

Jason Hanneman
Kellen Hedges
Mackenzie Hunt
Kamryn Jackson
Sarah Keefe
Caitlyn Kish
Justin Kocheran
Nicholas Lathem
Megan Lawless
Victoria Loy
Seraya Lyons
Leaha Mahamed
Andrena Martin
Sydney McKenzie
Dani Montgomery
Ashlee Mosley
Tori Noggle
Eric Nungester
Alli Payne
Shaleigh Payne

Zoe Pickett
Ryan Rainey
Tyler Reinhart
Madison Robinson
Mason Samlow
Kassidy Smith
Kaley Starkey
Elyzabeth Storts
Adam Sturgill
Abigail Thompson
Cody Tripp
Alexis Welch
Margaret Welsh
Courtney Wilburn
Morgan Williams
Cheyenne Wilson
Christina Winter
Kayleah Wright
Olivia Wright


