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Teays Valley West Middle School Student and

Teacher Recognized

East Destination Imagination Teams compete at

State Competition

Teays Valley West Middle school sixth grade student Sean Goodall and seventh grade language arts and

social studies teacher Rachel Houser were recently recognized by the Ohio Lottery. Goodall was honored as

an Academic All Star and Houser was named the Teacher of the Month for the Columbus area.

“Sean is a very polite young man. He participates in class and asks higher level thinking questions. There is

not a mean or rude bone in his body. Sean is an all-around great kid,” West teacher Lisa Johnson said.

“Mrs. Houser is an amazing teacher. She displays humor, kindness and fun to her students. She commands

respect from her students, but also makes learning a joy,” assistant principal Allison Swanger said.

“It is wonderful to see one of our students, as well as one of our teachers be recognized. I appreciate the time

our staff members take to nominate their colleagues and students. Both Sean and Rachel are very deserving

and I am excited to see them be recognized,” principal Mike Kauffeld said.

The two teams are pictured here. Pictured L-R: Cameron Martin, Jesse Schenck and Nate Reynard.
Pictured L-R: Jared Herrel, Parker Hamilton, Mason Koch and Jacob Hibbard.

Kauffeld is pictured congratulating Goodall and Houser on their honors.

Teays Valley has two more state qualifying teams to boast about, although this time they did not compete

on the athletics field. Two teams from Teays Valley competed in the State Destination Imagination competi-

tion at Mount Vernon Middle School this past weekend after qualifying during the regional competition in

March.

According to its website, the Destination Imagination program is a fun, hands-on system of learning that

fosters students’ creativity, courage and curiosity through open-ended academic challenges in the fields of

STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics), fine arts and service learning. Each challenge is

designed to engage a student’s curiosity to explore emerging opportunities that are shaping the future work-

force.

One of the teams was made up of Teays Valley East Middle School students Cameron Martin, Nate Reynard

and Jesse Schenck.

They participated in the challenge called Pace of Change. This challenge required participants to design and

build a vehicle that was able to carry at least one team member across the presentation site multiple times,

change the vehicle propulsion system and vehicle movement method during the presentation, create and

present a story about change and create and present two team choice elements.

The team built a car with two different propulsion systems and two different movement methods. They also

created a skit about change, designed backdrops and costumes and wrote the skit.

The second team consisted of East students Parker Hamilton, Jared Herrel, Jacob Hibbard and Mason Koch

and Waggoner Road Junior High student Justin Huther.

They competed in the In Plain Sight challenge. The team had to research how animals use various types of

camouflage in their habitats to “hide in plain sight.” They were required to include a character that uses its real

life camouflage method to “hide in plain sight” in the skit, as well as create a plot twist. They were required to

incorporate camouflage research throughout the solution and create a camouflaged object using technical or

engineering methods.

The team researched conspiracy theory and invented a plot in which Donald Trump, Darth Vader, Al

Capone and Colonel Sanders are plotting to take over the world and form the NewWorld Order. The camou-

flaged object that they created was a large transforming set piece. It initially looks like Area 51, then changes

to look like Fort Knox, then transforms into an underwater scene of the Lost City of Atlantis, just to name a

few. They also utilized a 3D printer to create one of their props.

“It is exciting to have two teams from East representing Teays Valley in the State DI competition. They put

in a great deal of time outside of school hours to work on their projects. I am thrilled to see them be so suc-

cessful,” East principal Shannon Helser said.

Ashville ElementaryPrincipal

Taped to theWall for aGoodCause
Ashville Elementary School students were treated to a rare opportu-

nity last week when they got to tape their principal, Gretchen Weiler, to

the gym wall. This was done as a part of a fundraiser that was sponsored

by the Ashville PTO. The students donated money into the bucket of the

staff member they wanted to see taped to the wall, and Weiler was the

“winner.” During a school-wide assembly, each student and many staff

members got the chance to add a piece of tape to secure Weiler to the

wall.

“The PTO brought this idea to my attention as a celebration of our

hard work and a fundraiser all in one. I was in for sure, and the staff

members agreed as well,” Weiler said.

“We knew the kids would be excited and would fall in love with the

idea,” PTO secretary Carey McFarland said.

Weiler said she believes activities like this are important for the

students as a way to celebrate their successes.

“Our staff and students work hard every day and are dedicated to

our students’ success. When you work hard, it’s great to be rewarded.We

like to work hard, but we like to have fun too,” she said. “Any time that we can come together as a staff and

student body to celebrate our success, review our vision and renew our energy, even if there’s duct tape

involved, it’s worth it.”

“The students absolutely loved it! What child hasn’t dreamt about an opportunity like this? They were all

smiles and giggles as they danced their way up to add their piece of tape,” McFarland said.

The money raised will be added to the money the staff is currently collecting to award a scholarship to a

Teays Valley graduate who attended Ashville Elementary.

“A big thanks to all of the staff members for graciously supporting crazy ideas like this, especially Mrs.

Weiler. Also, a continued thank you to ACE Hardware. They’ve helped us time and time again,” McFarland

said.

Weiler is pictured suspended on the
wall once all of the students had

placed their piece of tape.

Scioto Elementary purchases new books through

Scioto Alumni Association Donation

Scioto Alumni Association officers President John Kaiser, Vice President Eleanor Sigler, Treasurer Doris Jones
and Secretary Doris Beach are pictured with Scioto students and their new books.

The Scioto Alumni Association donated $500 to the Scioto Elementary School library earlier this school

year. The money was used to purchase additional books for the library, including a number of books written

by this year’s visiting author, Lisa Wheeler.

The students got the chance to show off their new books and express their gratitude to the alumni associ-

ation officers when they recently visited to the school.

“The Scioto Alumni Association has continually been a great supporter of Scioto and our library. We are

extremely grateful for their support and for the funds they provide that help us to add additional resources to

our school. The students love reading and it is wonderful that the alumni association makes this annual

donation to support them,” Scioto librarian Chris Brewer said.

TV Alumni Wall of Fame
In an effort to recognize exemplary Teays Valley alumni, the Teays Valley Alumni Association created an

Alumni Wall of Fame. It is now sponsored by the Teays Valley Educational Foundation. If you would like to

nominate a TV alumnus or alumna, stop by Teays Valley High School to pick up a nomination form or email

jdelisio@tvsd.us to request an electronic copy. Completed forms are due by May 1 and can be sent to TVEF,

PO Box 146, Ashville, Ohio 43103.

Past recipients include:

2010 - Diana Blaney, Brenda Pobst Gibson, Mark Leatherwood, Lawrence Rinehart & David Warner

2011 – Elaine Pfeiffer & David Rainey

2012 – Jim Albright, Rick Brown & Gale Warner

2014 – Tina Bobek, Charlie Fortner, Peggy Leatherwood & Jeff Sheets

2015 – Bob Hines, Rick Queen, Annette Riley & Joe Thompson

“We are happy to be able to continue this wonderful tradition that was started by the Alumni Association.

We know there are numerous deserving alumni, so please spread the word and get your nominations in to us,”

Foundation president Spencer Cheek said.

Throughout this school year our district has focused on the theme of “Purpose, People and

Passion.” Everyone needs a reason for facing each day. A sense of purpose is necessary if we are going to live

rich, rewarding lives. Our purpose is best realized when it is invested in the lives of people. A purpose that

focuses on benefiting others is truly the most rewarding. When purpose is known and people are helped, then

a true sense of passion can be unleashed. Passion is the fuel that drives us and makes our lives more energet-

ic.

Throughout the year we have celebrated “Purpose, People and Passion” by recognizing people who

embody this motto. We have honored teachers, aides, secretaries, bus drivers, cooks, custodians and coach-

es. These employees have been models of passionate service to our students, their colleagues and the commu-

nity.

The one group of individuals that may have been missed in being recognized is the administrators. I would

like to take just a moment to let you know that Teays Valley is blessed to have an outstanding group of positive

and caring leaders. These individuals put in long hours and often are the unsung heroes of serving our stu-

dents. They are tasked with being instructional leaders, heads of security, maintainers of facilities and coun-

selors to staff, parents and students. They have to put out fires with one hand and tie the shoelaces of kinder-

gartners with the other. They must remain cool, calm and poised when confronted with individuals that might

not understand certain decisions that must be made. They must maintain positive relationships with our

community and build trust with parents that entrust their sons and daughters to our care. They are “learning

leaders” who have a passion for doing what is best for kids.

As I travel around our district I get to see this passion for people played out every day. Our schools are

marked by individuals who have a sense of purpose that is focused on serving others with passion. I am glad

to be a part of the team.
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