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FIRST Lego League Team places
Third at State Competition

The Teays Valley athletes are not the only students to

make it to a State competition. A team made up of Scioto

Elementary School student Audrey Keplar and Teays

Valley West Middle School students Walker Branson, Erin

Caudill, Noah Glaze and Isaak Reed, known as the

Vikingbots, recently placed third in the robotics competi-

tion at the FIRST Lego League State competition at Wright

State University.

The FIRST Lego League is an international competi-

tion organized by FIRST for elementary and middle school

students. Each September, a new challenge is announced

that focuses on a different real-world topic related to the sciences. Students must program an EV3 Lego robot

to carry out missions related to the challenge as well as complete a research project. This is the second year that

Teays Valley has had a competitive FLL team.

Each new challenge requires students to program the robot to navigate, capture, transport or deliver objects

on a mission field. Students spend three to four hours each week meeting for practices to work on the challenge.

FIRST gives no guidance on how to get the robot to carry out the challenge. It is the mission of the team to

develop a strategy to make that happen throughout the season.

“This team has grown a lot in the last two years. The highest round they ever had last year was 120 points

and this year the round that qualified them for state was 612 points. They’ve learned how the engineering

design process works, and they’ve had to persevere as problem solvers. Sometimes a mission has to be repeated

30 to 40 times, with only slight modifications each time when they’re trying to get the robot to be successful.

That has required a high level of patience,” FLL advisor Beth Keplar said.

“I am proud of these students for representing Teays Valley at the State competition. They have come so far

in just two years and it’s exciting to see them do so well at the State level,” Teays Valley West Middle School

principal Mike Kauffeld said.
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During the last year and a half, the Teays Valley administrative team has been committed to improving an

already great district. Our philosophy has been to embrace the things we do well and target areas that still need

work. As the new year started and we began the second half of the school year, I reflected on what we had

accomplished during that time period. Below is a short list of some of the things that I am most proud of from

that short period of time. This list will also be used as a catalyst for next steps.

School Resource Officer—A school resource and safety officer was hired in January 2016. Sheriff Robert

Radcliff assisted the district in contracting this service. Deputy Brandon Skaggs is available for all schools to

assist with any safety and security issues that might arise.

Technology—We installed wireless internet throughout the district, increased the number of mobile

devices, such as Chromebooks, in the classrooms, replaced security camera recorders at the elementary schools

and added numerous cameras at the high school. We also utilized a grant to install security video intercoms at

the main entrances of the schools and upgraded the access control systems to give administrators the ability to

lock and unlock doors using their phones and tablets.

Curriculum Audit—In the spring of 2015 a curriculum audit was conducted. This audit aided the district in

forming a “living” Continuous Improvement Plan (CIP). Surveys, interviews, focus groups and observations

were all combined into one report that revealed the district’s strengths and weaknesses. The administrators and

curriculum directors worked during the summer to turn the results of the audit into a CIP.

CIP—A Continuous Improvement Plan was created, then presented in August 2015. This plan has been the

road map for the district to follow to improve our curriculum and instruction. Quarterly “checks” on the prog-

ress have been conducted and a mid-year review is scheduled for this month.

TV Digital Academy—The TVDA was started in August 2014. While we anticipated assisting 10 to 20

students through the TVDA, it has grown to almost 100 students. This program has helped our students with

course recovery and fulfilling electives. It also provides an alternative environment for those not successful in

a traditional classroom. Many of our courses are written and monitored by TV staff.

Capital Spending Plan—A Capital Spending Plan was developed in late 2014. The plan was revised and

updated in October 2015. The plan outlines the significant dollars that we anticipate to be spent for mainte-

nance, transportation and technology. The spending plan has assisted the treasurer and myself in making

financial decisions that are aligned with board priorities.

Refinancing of Bonds and Energy Conservation Project—In July 2015 the district was given a favorable

bond rating, which resulted in a significant cost savings to the district. This savings was translated into an

Energy Conservation Project that will result in even further long range energy savings for the district.

Community Meetings—Quarterly community meetings have been on-going and are now required accord-

ing to our CIP. They have been very productive and have provided information to district stakeholders.

Transportation- GPS was added to all buses. We use a company called Versa Trans that hosts our district

information, which allows for daily updating of route information.

Secondary Curriculum Director—We added Jeff Hurt as a secondary curriculum director, and he has ful-

filled an enormous need for the district. He has joined Beth Keplar to make up our Teaching and Learning

Department. They have worked well as a team and their combined efforts are resulting in huge dividends.

Teays Valley elementary students and staff
celebrated the 100th day of school by dressing like
they were 100 and participating in classroom

lessons focused around the number 100.

Kindergarten Registration
Kindergarten Registration will be taking place at all of the elementary schools in March. Students must be 5

years old on or before August 1, 2016, to register for the 2016-2017 school year. Registration dates:

Ashville Elementary -March 22, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. & 5-7 p.m.

Scioto Elementary -March 17, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. & 4-6 p.m.

S Bloomfield Elementary -March 16, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. & 5-7 p.m.

Walnut Elementary -March 24, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. and 5-7 p.m.

To register a child for kindergarten, you will need to bring the following items to the school office: 1. Birth

certificate; 2. Custody papers, if appropriate; 3. Court placement documents, if appropriate; 4. Proof of residen-

cy, including a copy of rental/lease agreement or mortgage coupon AND two bills to verify address of residence

(utility, insurance, etc...); 5. Shot records; 6. Personal I.D.

While there, parents will be asked to fill out a registration packet. If you would like to fill it out prior to regis-

tration, stop by the school’s office or go to www.tvsd.us for a printable copy of the registration packet. If you

have any questions, contact your child’s school at 740.983.5000.

Van Dette is pictured speaking to the fifth grade students. If
other teachers would like her to visit their class, she can be

contacted at jvandette7@gmail.com.

Students get lesson in
Cyber Safety

Teays Valley West Middle School students got

a lesson in cyber safety from The Digital

Innocence Recovery Group. According to the

group’s mission statement, they are dedicated to

the prevention of Internet related crimes

by equipping students and parents with the pre-

vention principles, strategies and tools to safely

navigate the digital world.

While at West, the speakers gave presenta-

tions to each grade level individually, then to the

staff. They discussed cyber bullying prevention

and social media dangers, as well as reviewed

unintentional ways students break the law in the

digital world.

Principal Mike Kauffeld said they brought this presentation to the school because their first priority is

keeping their students safe.

“We did not want to have to react to a situation that could have been prevented with a few simple strate-

gies,” he said. “During the presentations, the students were engaged, participated and asked excellent ques-

tions.”

The presentation for the staff gave them insight into aspects of the digital world that they had not been

aware of, such as apps that hide pictures, which are disguised as another app.

They are also bringing the presentation back to the school for parents on Tuesday, February 16, at 6 p.m.

“As a school, we have a role in our community to educate. We think this is valuable information that every

parent would want to know before letting their children online. I hope they learn what to look for, to have

conversations about being safe online and where they can go for more information,” Kauffeld said.

These presentations were brought to the school through grants and funding from the Teays Valley

Educational Foundation and the Wild West Booster Club.

Dr. Tim Conrad, one of the presenters, is pictured engaging
some of the students in the assembly.

Elementary Students
learn through Music
Therapy

A group of South Bloomfield Elementary

School students participate in weekly music

therapy sessions lead by board-certified music

therapist Grace Butler. Butler is a part of

Rhythm-n-You Music Therapy. Each class pro-

vides a therapeutic and enjoyable outlet for

students to address social skills, communica-

tion skills, social-emotional needs and sensory

needs. These needs are met through music

experiences, such as adapted songwriting, improvisation, instrumental play and movement experiences.

“Each student is learning and utilizing important social, communication and academic skills during each

session. Students have learned to take turns with their peers, communicate with their peers and therapist,

express their wants and needs and address basic academic concepts. These skills can be challenging, and the

students work on improving these areas every week,” Butler said.

Through music therapy, the students are provided a fun, therapeutic environment where they can address

skills necessary for daily living and interaction, such as social skills, academics, communication skills, emotion-

al skills, motor skills and sensory enhancement.

“It is my hope that the skills we address carry on into daily interactions,” Butler said. “Music is a highly

motivational medium for most individuals. Sometimes a little redirection is needed for our students with extra

energy, but that’s why I start the session with music and movement or sensory based experiences. Students don’t

realize they’re working on goals when they’re in music therapy. To them it’s simply ‘music with Ms. Grace.’”

Principal Bruce Bryant is pictured playing the guitar with the
students during one of the sessions.

Annual Teays Valley Educational Foundation set for
March

The eighth annual Teays Valley Educational Foundation auction will be held on Saturday, March 19, at

6:30 p.m., at the Clubhouse at Scioto Downs Racino. Tickets are $30 each. Each person who purchases a tick-

et will be entered for a number of door prizes, as well as the grand prizes, whether or not they are able to

attend. Each person in attendance who is 21 and over will also receive $25 in free play, which will only be good

for that night. Heavy appetizers will be served and there will be a large Chinese auction and a mini silent

auction. Tickets are available at all of the Teays Valley schools or contact Julie DeLisio at jdelisio@tvsd.us or

740.983.5048.

“We are looking forward to another fun night raising money for the students and staff of Teays Valley,”

TVEF president Spencer Cheek said.


