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As you know, the Board of Education approved a redistricting plan during the January 9 board meeting that

will be implemented during the 2017-2018 school year. This plan was developed after a lengthy process that

included a steering committee made of parents and community members from across the district. The need to

redistrict became evident during the fall of 2015 after we conducted an enrollment projection study. The board

contracted with Planning Advocates to conduct the study. The results of the research indicated that our buildings

had plenty of room to accommodate anticipated growth except for Scioto Elementary School, which was going to

exceed capacity. The obvious solution was to shift students in the elementary and middle schools to better balance

the buildings for future growth.

A potential redistricting plan was presented to the board in March 2016. Several parents were not in favor of

the proposed plan and raised questions about the lack of communication and community involvement with the

process that led to that plan. After listening to the concerns, the board decided to seek outside assistance from an

educational planning firm. The board wanted to assure the community that their concerns were important and

that taking the time to research this matter was in the best interest of the entire district.

During the summer of 2016, the board contracted with DeJONG-RICHTER to lead the process for another

boundary study with recommendation to redistrict. DeJONG-RICHTER was chosen due to their high emphasis

on community involvement and the ability to keep the community informed via a website during the process. The

board chose to not participate in the process. It was important to them to make certain the committee was not

influenced by the previous work and that the committee would work to represent the desires of the Teays Valley

community.

The committee spent the next few months meeting to develop potential plans then sought feedback from

community members and parents. Two community meetings were held in November. The plans were presented

during the meetings and people in attendance were asked to fill out surveys to provide feedback about each plan.

The survey was available online as well for people who were not able to attend. After reviewing the responses, the

steering committee decided that the community strongly supported option #1 and recommended that plan to the

board.

A link to information about the plan, as well as a map that lays out the new boundaries, can be found on the

main Teays Valley home page at www.tvsd.us. We have also received numerous questions about the plan. We have

listed some of the most frequently asked questions on this link. If you have additional questions, please contact

Julie DeLisio at 740.983.5048 or jdelisio@tvsd.us.

I understand that redistricting will bring changes to numerous families in our district. I certainly understand

the disappointment of those families that have to change schools. I know it changes things for parents and stu-

dents and that families have to adjust many of their everyday activities. The board and I are committed to making

this process of change as easy as possible. There is currently a transition team looking at various ways to welcome

all students and assist in adjusting to new buildings. I’d like to ask all of our community to remember that we are

one school district. We are Teays Valley. Our mission and guiding principles are the same in every building. Our

teachers are committed to excellence and doing what is best for students. While we know this will be an adjust-

ment for the students and their families, especially the first school year, we are excited to have a plan that will offer

a long term solution to the growth in certain areas in our district.

All content provided by Teays Valley Local Schools

120 Watt St. • Circleville, OH 43113

740-474-3131
F�x:740-474-9525

advertising@circlevilleherald.com

Circleville Herald
S E R V I N G A L L O F P I C K A W A Y C O U N T Y

Full Traditional Funeral Package:
$3195

©
a
d
i
n
it
y
®

(614) 840-0900
5464 N High St

Columbus, OH 43214

OhioCremation.rg
Beth Buxton, Licensed Funeral Director

Simple Cremation Package:
$1195

INCLUDES CASKET IN A CHOICE OF 4 COLORS

Board of Education Recognition Month
January is Board of Education Recognition Month. In honor of this the Teays Valley Board of Education

members were recognized during the first meeting of the new year, which was held on January 9.
Congratulations to Karen Karshner for being reelected president of the board and to Charlie Morrison for
being reelected vice president during the meeting.

“This job can be a thankless job. We are very grateful to all of our board members for the work they do
to help make Teays Valley such a wonderful school district. While there are times when difficult decisions
need to be made, these board members always focus on what is best for our students,” superintendent Robin
Halley said.

Dates for the 2017 Board of Education meetings were also set during the meeting. The meetings are
located in the Teays Valley High School community room and begin at 6:30 p.m., unless otherwise noted. All
parents and members of the community are welcome to attend the meetings. At the beginning of each
meeting, people in attendance have the opportunity to ask questions and discuss concerns with the members
of the board. The 2017 meetings will be held:

February 27
March 20
April 24
May 22

June 30, 7:30 a.m.
July 24
August 28
September 25

October 23
November 27
December 18

Pictured sitting: Karen Karshner, Board President and Charlie Morrison, Board Vice President

Pictured standing: Kevin Archer, Jimmy Gloyd and Bill McGowan

Students learn Decision Making skills through D.A.R.E.
One program that has been a staple at

the elementary schools for years is the
D.A.R.E. program. The program, which is
taught by Deputy Dale Thomas, is a series
of lessons for fifth grade students that
teaches positive decision making skills.

D.A.R.E. is taught once a week for eight
weeks and it culminates with a graduation
ceremony. The lessons include information
about alcohol abuse, tobacco use, dealing
with stressful situations, resistance
strategies, problem solving and dealing with
bullies. During D.A.R.E., they do activities
such as role playing, DUI goggles and group
problem solving.

“D.A.R.E. does not use scare tactics. We
cover topics focused around making good
and healthy decisions while dealing with

he Ashville essay winners are pictured withhomas during

the graduation ceremony.

TVHS German Students celebrate German Holiday

through Giving Back
In December, Teays Valley High School German students celebrated St. Nick’s Day, while also using the

holiday for inspiration for a community service project. St. Nick’s Day, or Sankt Nikolaustag in German, is the
most popular children’s festival of the year in German-speaking areas. On the eve of December 6, children set
their shoes or boots outside their door hoping to be rewarded with sweets and gifts from the secretive and
benevolent bishop. Children who were naughty, however, receive sticks, coal or even a visit from one of Sankt
Nikolaus’ evil sidekicks. In most parts of Germany, St. Nick is accompanied by Knecht Ruprecht (Servant
Ruprecht) dressed as a farmhand or Belsnickel wearing fur and a mask. In Switzerland, the chimney sweep
Schmutzli tags along with St. Nick. The most famous evil foil is probably Krampus, an anthropomorphic
goat-demon who beats and abducts naughty children in Alpine regions of Bavaria and Austria.

TVHS German students got into the spirit of Sankt Nikolaus with several different activities. First,
students were invited to bring in their shoes to receive some German treats on December 6. Next, students
could attend a movie night after school to watch the campy 2015 Hollywood Krampus movie. Each student
also wrote two personalized greeting cards, one to be given to a resident at Faith Mission and one to be sent
to a veteran.

The most festive of activities played on the students’ generosity. Using money German Club members
collected during lunch periods and items donated by German students, German classes assembled and
donated 280 stocking stuffer goody bags to Faith Mission Homeless Shelter just in time for Christmas. Each
handcrafted holiday bag contained a new pair of socks, a toiletry item, a snack and a handwritten greeting
card.

“We’ve been doing the St. Nick Charity drive for several years now. Each year it gets bigger and better.”
German teacher Emily Combs said. “Being able to celebrate a German holiday in an authentic way and give
back to the community is one of the highlights of the year.”

stress and peer pressure,” Thomas said.
“The students love D.A.R.E. They especially enjoy their time with Deputy Thomas,” Scioto Elementary

School fifth grade teacher Kimber Bandy said.
“I try to make the D.A.R.E. program fun for the students. The students respond very well to the program

and look forward to participating. We have a very strong working relationship with the Teays Valley schools
and staff,” Thomas said.

At the conclusion of the program, students are asked to write an essay about what they learned during
D.A.R.E. Winners are chosen from each school and announced during the school’s D.A.R.E. graduation
ceremony. The winners read their essays out loud during the ceremony. They included: Ashville Elementary
- 1st-John Chancey, 2nd -Ava Cleary and 3rd-Jack Gill, Scioto Elementary – 1st-Harrison Payne and
2nd-Austin Blackburn, South Bloomfield Elementary – 1st-Hannah Mills, 2nd-Faith Kanoski and 3rd-Grace
Rathburn and Walnut Elementary – 1st-Annaleigh Jett, 2nd-Katie Cain and 3rd-Noah Stacy.

“We are grateful to Deputy Thomas for the important lessons he is teaching our students. We would also
like to thank the Teays Valley Educational Foundation for funding this program at Teays Valley,” Scioto
principal Beth Dill said.

Middle Schools raise money for the
American Heart Association

German 3 students are pictured assembling goody bags for homeless shelter residents.

Since their inception in 2009, Teays
Valley East and West Middle Schools have
been raising money for the American Heart
Association through “Hoops for Heart,”
which is a national fundraising program
that contributes to the fight against heart
disease and stroke. The students made
donations to take part in the event. This
year, East raised $1,165.11, while West
raised $785.

“We are trying to raise money and
awareness for the American Heart
Association. This activity provides our
students with an opportunity to help the
American Heart Association raise money to
help those who suffer from heart disease,”
East health and physical education teacher
Doug Etzler said.

“This is a great cause to support since
heart disease is the leading cause of death in

SomeWest students are pictured participating in

Hoops for Heart.

men and women. It not only teaches the students about heart disease, but it’s a lesson in giving as well,” West
health and physical education Susan Fortier said.


