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Each quarter, we have a two hour early release day at all of our schools. While we understand
this means parents must adjust their schedules for their students’ early arrival home, we believe
this time is extremely valuable for our staff members. It is used for the staff to meet to take part
in professional development. This year, our release days have been focused on Teays Valley’s
seven High Quality Instructional Practices. These include providing differentiated learning expe-
riences for students and a positive and engaging classroom environment, as well as opportunities
for students to deepen real-world connections, critical thinking and cross-curricular problem
solving skills, just to name a few.

During our most recent early release day, the staff learned about blended learning, which is
an instructional model that uses a mix of technology and traditional face-to-face instruction.
This model is being emphasized because of its ability to strengthen student engagement and the
opportunity it provides the teacher to use information from various types of assessments. During
the release day, principals led teachers through a lesson on blended learning using a phase 1
blended learning model. In the lesson, teachers experienced the components of a phase 1 lesson,
which includes small group instruction, time for independent practice, digital content via tech-
nology and an activity focused on collaboration and communication.

Many of our teachers left the day energized about this new educational practice. I am proud
of them for constantly embracing new ideas for their classroom and evolving to ever-changing
educational practices. Our department of teaching and learning works hard to keep up with these
practices and to bring them to our staff members. We pride ourselves on offering our students
new ways to learn and I am excited to see some of our teachers start to implement this in their
classrooms.
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TVWest Middle School Student honored by the Ohio Lottery
Teays Valley West Middle school

seventh grade student Cameron
Dyas-Rogers was recently recognized
by the Ohio Lottery as an Academic
All Star for the Columbus area.

Dyas-Rogers is described as a
hard worker and leader. He is a
member of the basketball team and is
a great role model to his peers,
teammates and community.

“Cameron is an outstanding
young man who models the ‘three
R’s’ of Teays Valley West, which are
respectful, responsible and
remarkable,” assistant principal
Allison Swanger said.

“I was thrilled to see another student be recognized by the Ohio Lottery. Cameron is a great
example of the many hard working students who make up Teays Valley West, and I was happy to
see him get some well-deserved recognition,” principal Mike Kauffeld said.

Annual Teays Valley Educational Foundation set for March
The ninth annual Teays Valley Educational Foundation auction will be held on Saturday,

March 18, at 6:30 p.m., at the Clubhouse at Scioto Downs Racino. Tickets are $30 each. Each
person who purchases a ticket will be entered for a number of door prizes, as well as the grand
prize, whether or not they are able to attend. This year’s grand prize includes a three day and two
night stay at the El Dorado Resort Casino in Reno, plus show tickets and dinner at their Prime
Rib Grill or their Italian restaurant La Strada. It also includes a $600 gift card for airfare through
Southwest. Each person in attendance who is 21 and over will also receive $25 in free play, which
will only be good for that night. Heavy appetizers will be served and there will be a large Chinese
auction and a mini silent auction. Tickets are available at all of the Teays Valley schools or contact
Julie DeLisio at jdelisio@tvsd.us or 740.983.5048.

“The auction is our big fundraiser for the year. We get incredible support from the commu-
nity every year through donations and attendance at the event. We are looking forward to anoth-
er fun night raising money for the students and staff of Teays Valley,” TVEF president Jeff Sheets
said.

East students Landon Brent, Landon Guisinger, Peyton Weiler, Brandon Smith and Samuel Sethna

are pictured loading the food from the food drive.

Vikings for Veterans Club supports local Veterans

Vikings for Veterans, which is a new club at Teays Valley East Middle School, is already mak-
ing an impact in the community.

The club was created after Teays Valley High School aide Sandy Sethna and her son Sam, who
is a student at East, approached principal Shannon Helser and guidance counselor Ronna Brisker
with the idea to create a club to support local veterans.

“They loved the idea and said that they would start a club at their school,” Sethna said.
The group’s first project was to send Christmas cards to all of the World War II veterans in

Pickaway County. Then in February they teamed up with TVHS to organize a food drive to sup-
port the Military Veteran Resource Center, which delivers food to 25 local military families on a
monthly basis. Through the food drive they collected 300 pounds of food to donate to the
MVRC.

Sethna would like to see this club expand to the other schools as well.
“We would love to invite other TV schools, clubs, classes and teams to donate service, time or

goods,” she said. “In two short months we have made such an impact. I would love for this to take
off and be something else that ties the TV schools together for the good of the community.”

“This club has been a wonderful addition to our school. The students are excited to support
the veterans in our community and I can’t wait to see what they will do in the future,” Helser said.

Students contribute to Valentine’s Day Surprise

A local five year old boy fighting cancer received a special Valentine’s Day surprise and students
at Teays Valley West Middle School helped to make that surprise even bigger. Timmy Nelson, a kin-
dergarten student at Waverly City Schools, was recently diagnosed with cancer. His mother was
forced to drop out of Ohio University-Chillicothe to take care of him. Some of her classmates and
faculty members started a campaign to collect at least 1,000 Valentine’s Day cards for Timmy.

A West parent shared Timmy’s story with West sixth grade math teacher Lisa Etzler, then Etzler
found out that Timmy’s mother had a connection to Teays Valley. One of her classmates who helped
start the campaign is a Teays Valley graduate, so Etzler worked with her to get involved. The entire
school got behind the campaign.

During the students’ advisory period, all of the students made a valentine or wrote a personal
message on a store bought valentine.

“The students were more than happy to help out and wrote many thoughtful encouraging mes-
sages to Timmy,” Etzler said.

The students in her advisory class asked what they could do to help beyond making the cards.
They then discussed some things that a five year old would enjoy doing while at the hospital to occu-
py his time between treatments and they made a list of items such as books, silly putty, Legos, color-
ing books, crayons, movies, stuffed animals and money or gift cards to help the family with expenses.
The students then started donating items and even brought in their own money.

“The students were obviously truly touched by Timmy’s story and wanted to show that even peo-
ple outside of his community wanted to offer him support during his battle to fight cancer,” Etzler
said. “I collected the items and my class decided that Timmy needed a Superman cape and shirt to
wear during his treatments. I went shopping that evening and purchased the remaining items on the
list. The students were so excited when I showed them that I found a Superman cape and Superman
shirt that we were looking for.”

Etzler said that West makes it a priority to talk to the students about spreading kindness to others,
not only in their school, but to people in the community.

“I hope the students continue to learn that it doesn’t take a project, a teacher or a movement to be
kind. We should all go out of our way to be kind to others every single day,” Etzler said. “At West, I
believe that special projects like Timmy’s are just a reminder for our students to continue doing what
they are doing and we can all make a difference in the lives of others. We are hoping Timmy and his
mom, Cassie, can face the next few months ahead with a positive outlook and know the Vikings up
north are rooting him on and waiting to hear about his victory over cancer.”

All of the valentines and items collected through this campaign were delivered to Timmy on
Valentine’s Day. The goal of collecting 1,000 valentines was shattered. Timmy received nearly 11,800
cards, in addition to the other items that were collected for him.

“I am proud of my staff and students for getting involved in this project. Not only will their gen-
erosity brighten this child’s day, but they learned one of the most valuable lessons that we can teach
them, which is that small acts of kindness can make an enormous difference,” principal Mike Kauffeld
said.
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Kindergarten Registration
Kindergarten Registration will be taking place at all of the elementary schools in March.

Students must be 5 years old on or before August 1, 2017, to register for the 2017-2018 school
year. Registration dates:

Ashville Elementary -March 20, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. & 5-7 p.m.
Scioto Elementary -March 9, from 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
S Bloomfield Elementary -March 21, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. & 5-7 p.m.
Walnut Elementary - March 16, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. and 5-7 p.m.
To register a child for kindergarten, you will need to bring the following items to the school

office: 1. Birth certificate; 2. Custody papers, if appropriate; 3. Court placement documents, if
appropriate; 4. Proof of residency, including a copy of rental/lease agreement or mortgage cou-
pon AND two bills to verify address of residence (utility, insurance, etc...); 5. Shot records; 6.
Personal I.D.

While there, parents will be asked to fill out a registration packet. If you would like to fill it
out prior to registration, stop by the school’s office or go to www.tvsd.us for a printable copy of
the registration packet. If you have any questions, contact your child’s school at 740.983.5000.


