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December is always a very busy month for our administrators and staff. The winter sports season is getting

started and most of the buildings are having music programs and special events centered around the holidays.

One of the most outstanding characteristics of our district is the incredible amount of generosity that is poured

out to our community during this season of giving. As I walk the halls and visit classrooms, I can see evidence

that our staff and students are concerned about the welfare of others and want to do something that can assure

that all families have a wonderful holiday. Here are some of the efforts that have been reported to me:

High School:

• FF� - ���� ���� ��� �����nwide Children’s Hospital and adopted a family

• Student Council - Christmas shopping for 39 kids in conjunction with Village Chapel and local trust fund

• Key Club - Shoe drive and sent more than 200 Christmas cards to disabled veterans

• German Club - St Nick charity drive for Faith Mission Homeless Shelter

• FOR Club - Christmas cards to staff

West Middle School:

• LIFE group is supporting three families with gift cards and other items at Christmas

• Teaching teams provide support to students

• NJHS collected mittens, hats, and scarves for needy families

East Middle School:

• FCS made cards for seniors, then delivered them and visited with residents

• LIFE group helped with the food pantry and with Christmas food pick up. They also wrote letters

from Santa to our elementary students.

• The Ag Club made Christmas cards for Veterans in Pickaway county

• The staff sponsored families for Christmas

Ashville Elementary:

• PTO sponsored a pajama day. All the money collected was donated to the Ashville Food Pantry.

• The second graders had a candy cane sale and all proceeds were donated to the Ashville Food Pantry

• A “Formal Friday” was sponsored by the PTO and all money will be used to sponsor an Ashville family

Scioto Elementary:

• Collected food, toys, games and gift cards for families in need in the Commercial Point Community.

This is a collaborative effort with local churches.

South Bloomfield Elementary:

• Worked with individual families, churches and PTO providing Christmas gifts and meals to some of

the South Bloomfield families

• The staff raised $500 for the Ashville food pantry

Walnut Elementary:

• The guidance counselor worked with staff on identifying families in need and has then coordinated

with many churches to provide food and gifts

• PTO sponsored families for Thanksgiving and Christmas.

• The 4H Club, who utilizes the building, is providing beds and gifts for a family

• Held a school-wide food, treat, and toy drive that was donated to the Pickaway County Dog Shelter

Tomorrow is the last day of school for students before winter break. I would like to wish everyone a wonderful

holiday season. I look forward to kicking off the second half of our school year when we return on January 4!
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TVHS Students receive top scores on American Legion Test
Four Teays Valley High School students

recently excelled on the American Legion’s
Civic and Constitution Test. Juniors Payton
Knox and Cailey Grier and seniors
Cody Adams and Leah Powers all received
top scores. Knox and Grier were Pickaway
County winners and will have their tests
submitted to the State competition. Knox
had the highest score at Teays Valley High
School and second highest in the county.

This test/competition is sponsored by
the American Legion and is written by The
American Legion Auxiliary Americanism
and American Government Program. All
Pickaway County high school social studies
departments provided this test opportunity
to each American government/history
student this year. The test consists of 50 objective questions about the United States constitution, Declaration of
Independence and federal, state, county and local government. Each student completed the test by writing a 300
word essay about citizenship involvement in our democracy. This year’s writing prompt was “What can be done
for everyone to respect each other in our society?” Scholastic monetary awards and an all-expenses paid trip to
Colonial Williamsburg will be awarded to the top Ohio performers.

“We are very proud of all of our TVHS students for doing their best on this test. We very much appreciate the
American Legion for providing our student citizens with this academic opportunity,” social studies teacher Mike
Whitten said. “As always, we thank and honor each member of the military for their service to our great nation.”

Middle School students represent Teays Valley in Honor Band
On November 12, five Teays Valley East

and West Middle School eighth grade band
members represented Teays Valley at the
Ohio Music Education Association District
15 Honor Band. The students included
Mikayla Abram, Liam Campbell, Makenna
Jones, Nathan Sears and Lexy Urban.

Students from across central Ohio were
chosen to be a part of it and were selected
based on work ethic and perfect music
check scores over the first nine weeks.

According to middle school band direc-
tor Taylor Marino, the students were all very
excited to have the opportunity to be a part
of the honor band.

“They had the opportunity to work with
one of our favorite composers, James
Swearingen. The students came back to our
school excited to share the skills and pieces

Marino is pictured with the honor band students.

TVHS Marching Band excels once again

The Teays Valley High School Golden Sound Marching Band once again had a successful season. They

wrapped up their season at the OMEA State Marching Band Finals, where they received straight ones or a
superior rating from every adjudicator.

This year’s show was called “Front Row Center.” It featured music by Broadway composer Stephen
Sondheim and included songs from musicals such as “Gypsy,” “Sweeney Todd” and “Into the Woods.”

While most people think that marching season is simply during football season, for the Vikings, it is
nearly a year round process. They start preparing for the season in late winter or early spring. They choose
the music and formulate the show throughout the spring and summer with their music arranger, Lisa
Galvin. Rehearsals for the fall start the last week in July and continue through October.

The students attend band camp during the first two weeks of August. They work on marching and music
fundamentals in addition to learning the music for the show, as well as the drill pictures that go with it.

“The show is designed so that it challenges the students for months, not weeks. Our shows typically fea-
ture ten minutes of music and about 75 drill pictures,” band director Stephanie Smith said.

According to Smith, the band sets goals and works tirelessly to achieve them and she credits numerous
groups for their success.

“Each and every year, we are fortunate to have absolutely amazing students, wonderful parents and ter-
rific administrative support. We set goals for our program and everyone works together to achieve them.
Once the goals are reached, we celebrate and immediately set new goals with higher expectations,” she said.
“Our instrumental music staff is absolutely fantastic!

Kim Burdett, our percussion director, is completing her 20th year teaching at Teays Valley. This is the
third year that our enthusiastic middle school band director Taylor Marino has added her talents to our staff.
Additionally, our color guard instructor, Allison Livingston, has helped our auxiliary section grow and
improve each year.”

The marching band will be back in action when they travel to Orlando, Florida, March 25-30, 2017, to
perform in a parade at the Magic Kingdom.

“We are excited to be able to showcase the talent of our band members for an audience of thousands of
fans at the Walt Disney Resort,” Smith said.

The band is now into concert season, where the 116 member marching band divides into two concert
ensembles known as the Concert Band and the Wind Ensemble. They also have a jazz ensemble, percus-
sion ensembles and various brass and woodwind ensembles that will perform periodically throughout the
year. Their first indoor concert is January 12, 2017, at 7 p.m., in the Teays Valley High School auditorium.

In addition to the marching band’s success, some individual students have experienced highlights this
year as well. Several band students have been accepted as members of the Columbus Youth Symphonic Band
at Capital University, including Heather Aycock, Cathrine Barnett, Tatum Bigham, Chris Butler and Eric
Nungester. A number of students were also named members of the Capital University Honor Band, including
Tatum Bigham, Cathrine Barnett, Levi Malphrus and Eric Nungester.

they had learned with their classmates,” she said. “I am extremely proud of these students. It has been an honor to

watch them grow to be such talented musicians and leaders

TVWest Middle School Student and Teacher honored by

the Ohio Lottery

Teays Valley West Middle school sixth grade student Paige Lanning and eighth grade language arts and math

teacher Lindsey Bird were recently recognized by the Ohio Lottery.

Lanning was chosen as an Academic All Star for the Columbus area.

Lanning’s teachers describe her as outstanding example of the school’s motto. They said she is respectful,

responsible and remarkable and that she is kind to her peers and participates in class. According to them, her

positive attitude makes her a great role model to her fellow students, adding that she is a dedicated and caring

student.

The Ohio Lottery also recognized Bird. She was named the Teacher of the Month for the Columbus area.

“Mrs. Bird is an enthusiastic educator. She brings excitement to her classroom every day. She provides rich

educational experiences that are not only content standard driven, but also 21st Century skills to help students

beyond her classroom,” assistant principal Allison Swanger said.

“Our staff and students work very hard, so it is always nice to see them be recognized. Paige and Mrs. Bird are

two great examples of the types of students and staff members that make up Teays Valley West Middle School,”

principal Mike Kauffeld said.

Kaufeld is pictured congratulating Lanning and Bird on their honors.
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