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This year, TVHS opened its doors to two
yearlong exchange students through AFS and
six students for month-long stays through the
Friendship Connection and Vistas in
Education. The year-long students arrived last
fall to begin the school year and enroll as
juniors, participating in classes and extracur-
riculars as any other student would. The
month-long German and French visitors
arrived in March and shadowed their hosts at
school and participated in family life to get a
taste of life in America. On April 7, all
exchange students and their hosts were invited
to a pizza luncheon with superintendent
Robin Halley, principal John Keel, and their

World Language teachers to share their impressions and get to know one another.
“The luncheon was valuable from a social and educational aspect. It was interesting to see how similar, yet

different, the kids are to one another,” principal John Keel said.
Month-long hosts and exchange students include Zach Reeves hosting Dennis Rathöfer from Germany,

Sydney Burch hosting Sarah Louis from France, Cydney Norpoth hosting Tom Duboc from France, Annie Dye
hosting Samuella Omenya from France, and Morgan McFarland hosting Elodie Anderson from France. Yearlong
exchanges include Alexa Stinson hosting Maite Camps Regojo from Argentina and the Madden family hosting
Carl Kühlewind from Germany.

Spring was a busy time for world languages at Teays
Valley High School. French, German and Spanish Honor
Societies inducted or renewed more than 90 students on
March 15. Several students were also honored with special
awards for maintaining straight As through all four years of
their world language classes.

In order to be a member of French, German or Spanish
Honor Society, students must have at least a 3.5 GPA in their
language, a 3.0 overall, complete 10 hours of community
service and receive two teacher endorsements.

“I look forward to this night every year. We really enjoy
recognizing and congratulating students who go above and beyond in their language classes,” world lan-
guage department chair and German teacher Emily Combs said.

Members of French Honor Society include: (French 2) Hayley Allen, Brenna Alloy, Brittany
Angles, Hope Devolld, Hamilton Drost, Annie Dye, Marley Hogan, Rhianna Goodling, Tanner Kendig,
Hanna Ledbetter, Madison Leibrock, Levi Malphrus, Rachel Martin, Gracie Maynard, Lindsay Maynard,
Morgan McFarland, Kama Neff, Savannah Pangborn, April Shepard, Logan Simpkins, Hunter Spencer,
Macy Tallarico. (French 3) Presley Bastian, Sydney Burch, Megan Fisher, Lydia Fitzpatrick, Madison
Forquer , Robyn Gill, Meredith Kee, Sarah Klein, KayLynn Martin, Carley Miller, Victoria Steck, Ana
Suhayda, Hannah Waddell. (French 4) Shelby Castle, Courtney Henson, Sarah Keefe, Cydney Norpoth,
Kassidy Smith, Stephen Webb.

Members of German Honor Society include: (German 2) Cameron Hinton, Ashley Lutz, Allisin Miles.
(German 3) Madison Gabriel, Kiya Hall, Raeanne Irons, Michael Stupski. (German 4) Elizabeth
Barrowman, Eric Nungester.

Members of Spanish Honor Society include: (Spanish 2) Mackenzie Barrowman, Jacob Blackburn,
Allison Cheek, Brett Ewell, Hannah Galinger, Christina Gomez, Anna Jacob, Sawyer Kohl, Kate Krueger,
Trinity Langbein, Hannah McClaren, Hannah Payne, Megan Reynolds, Emma Rico, Tiffany Sunday,
Edward Tassy Jr., Sheridan Tassy, Max Young. (Spanish 3) Noah Clifton, Kennedy Coey, Carla Hedges,
Alexandria Kirk, Gabrielle McCain, Christian McGowan, Elliott O’Malley, Madison Pennell, Alexandra
Roberts, Elise Simison, Martino Solivan, Allee Sprague, Joseph Tan, Kate Taylor, Cheyenne VanGundy,
SydneyWillams, CheyenneWilson, Christina Winter(Spanish 4) Caleb Burgett, Victoria Loy, James Tyler
McNutt, Kaley Starkey, Abigail Thompson, Danzelot Annette Vega Trinidad.

A group of 38 fifth grade students in the gifted program spent a part of their spring
break at the U.S. Space and Rocket Center in Huntsville, Alabama. They were joined by
22 parent chaperones and the trip was led by gifted teacher Carmen Tarbill.

While there, the students participated in 30 hours of activities, including rocket
construction and launch, science experiments, learning about space history, mission
training and simulator training. Each student also played a unique role in a mock Space
Shuttle Mission. According to Tarbill, they were required to work together as a team by
learning to compromise and make sacrifices for each other on some of the same simu-
lators once used to train real astronauts. They had to learn to calmly and quickly solve
problems and be flexible when unexpected situations arose, which resulted in many
opportunities for them to step outside of their comfort zone. The parent chaperones got
to participate in the activities as well.

Tarbill said that although the camp’s focus in on space, the students take lessons
away from it that are beyond just learning about space.

“I hope our students learn from this experience that there is a universe full of
opportunities available to them. They can set high goals for themselves and really pur-
sue their individual passion, whatever that may be,” she said. “Space camp makes you
feel like there are no limits to what you can accomplish. It is a very inspiring place for
kids and adults.”

“I probably never would have gone to Space Camp if it wasn’t for the field trip. When
I got there I realized I would have missed out! It was worth the long ride and sure was an

experience of a lifetime!” fifth grade student Dominic Turner said.
“I always wanted to be a vet or a singer until Space Camp. I was inspired to work for NASA because during our mission I

was working and having fun. Camp really does inspire you to chase your dreams and also makes dreams come true,” fifth grade
student Cadence Wrightsel said.

Tarbill added that the camp demonstrates to the students a ‘can do’ attitude, which she believes is critical for the students to
teach them that they can tackle any challenge that is presented to them.

“We often talk about the ‘power of yet.’ This means when you feel like there is something you can’t do, add the word yet to
that statement. It really changes how kids look at things,” she said. “I hope they learn that in those times when they feel over-
whelmed, that feeling is not permanent and they can reach their goals if they keep trying.”

The TVHS show choir, Prominent Rendition, just concluded another
successful season, wrapping it up by being named Grand Champion for the
second time this year.

This group is made up of 44 singers and dancers, eight instrumental
combo members and 10 crew members. They are led by director Eric Farrell,
as well as a number of staff members. Kathy Meyers is the accompanist and
assistant director, Ally Farrell is the group’s choreographer, Rian Whitman is
the combo director and Zane Zwayer is their drummer. In addition, they have
a number of students who have taken on leadership roles within the group.

Farrell also credited the group’s parents for their success.
“The parents work so hard to support this group and to support me. There

is no way we could do all of the things we do for these kids without their help
and willingness to do what needs to be done,” he said. “The amount of time, dedication and work that the booster group puts
in cannot be understated and I cannot thank them enough for everything they have done.”

According to Farrell, this year’s show was about change and adapting. In the bio they used for their show at the competi-
tions, it stated, “Life throws many obstacles our way. It is when we face our toughest times, that we figure out who we are and
who we can be. The fires of life may scald and burn and destroy, but they can also create something new, something better than
before. No one can avoid the bad things in life; the conflict or the loss. But how we react, how we choose to grow and learn and
shape our future is what is important.”

To prepare for the competitions, which began in November, the group rehearses every day during one period during the
school day and once or twice a week in the evening for three hours each. They discuss judges’ comments and work with guest
clinicians and their choreographer to keep the show moving forward and growing.

This season has been full of awards once again. Some highlights include receiving Best Vocals Class A, Best Choreography
Class A, Grand Champions Class A (twice), Best Costumes (three times), Best Crew (twice), Best Show Concept (twice), Best
Choreography Overall, Best Vocals Overall (twice) and Overall Grand Champions (twice).

“This season has been one of our best,” Farrell said. “The students have achieved a very high level of performing and have
dealt with setbacks, losses and disappointments incredibly well. They have shown an incredible amount of growth from the
beginning of the year and have worked very hard throughout the entire season.”

“This group is always striving for excellence and I am happy to see their hard work be recognized with so many awards
this year. This year’s group’s natural ability was enhanced by a very strong chemistry,” TVHS principal John Keel said.

“This group has been an absolute joy to work with this year. This show has been one of my favorites to rehearse and these
kids have worked so hard to bring this show to life. I consider myself to be very lucky to work with such great students,” Farrell
said.
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The school year is winding down quickly, which means there will be a flurry of activities as we
enter the home stretch. Our FFA will finalize their year with their annual FFA banquet on
Thursday. This is always a great evening that is completely organized and facilitated by our FFA stu-
dents. This event highlights the activities and awards that our students have accomplished throughout
the year and also announces the leadership for the next school year. Mr. Aaron Hanselman and Mrs.
Shawna Murlin lead this outstanding group of students.

Teays Valley seniors will be involved in several end of the year activities as they wrap up their high
school careers. The senior recognition assembly will be held on May 24 in the high school auditori-
um. This program is a time set aside to honor our students and pass out awards. Scholarship winners
are announced during this assembly and it is always a great time to reflect on all that these talented
students have accomplished. Our top students will also be recognized at a senior recognition dinner
that is annually sponsored by the TeaysValley Educational Foundation. In addition, the students invite
a staff member to the dinner who has played a significant role in their educational journey and spend
some time honoring them during the event. It’s a wonderful time for our students and those staff
members that are recognized.

Several of our buildings will also be sponsoring activities that will benefit others. Walnut
Elementary will have its annual JDRF Day where students raise money for juvenile diabetes research,
which culminates with a day full of indoor and outdoor activities. This year’s theme is “Fighting for a
Cure,” so staff and students will wear camo that day. Scioto Elementary will also sponsor its annual 5K
race, which will benefit the Commercial Point Police Department. They are starting a bicycle patrol
unit, so the money raised will go toward training the officers and purchasing equipment. In addition,
the TVHS F.O.R. Club is selling links to a paper chain they are making to benefit Nationwide
Children’s Hospital. These are just some of the many community service projects that take place
throughout the year at Teays Valley.

I would also like to recognize our high school music programs for once again positively represent-
ing our district at various events and receiving numerous awards throughout the year. Our show choir
group, Prominent Rendition, just wrapped up their season by winning the Grand Champion award at
their final competition, in addition to a number of awards they received throughout the season. Our
marching band, the Golden Sound, represented the Vikings proudly as they entertained a large crowd
at Walt Disney World during spring break. They also received a plethora of awards during marching
and concert seasons.

One of the culminating events of the school year will take place on May 28. We will recognize all
of our graduating seniors at a commencement ceremony held at Viking stadium at 3 p.m.
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Some of the students and chaperones
are pictured while at camp.

McDonald is pictured standing to ask Sher a question
during the Skype session.

The eighth grade students at Teays Valley West
Middle School got a unique learning experience recently
when they had the opportunity to Skype with author
Emil Sher. Sher wrote the book “Young Man with
Camera,” which is a book that all West eighth graders
read this school year. Librarian Jennifer Seebauer and
language arts teachers Lindsey Bird and Laura Nungester
felt this novel was very powerful, but left the reader with
so many questions, so they decided to reach out to the
author.

“We thought that by reaching out to Emil we might be
able to have some of those questions answered,” Bird
said. “Initially, we tweeted our thoughts about the book
using the hashtag #tvwmsreads, at which time he
responded and began communicating with us about our
thoughts on the book. It was evident from the first email
with Emil that he desired to know what his readers’
thoughts and opinions were about his novel.”

The students and their teachers met in the library and
Skyped with Sher from his home. He discussed his motivations and inspirations for writing the book,
along with his reasoning for why he decided to include photographs throughout the book, as well as
where and how he took the photographs.

“Emil had conversations with the students about their opinions on different aspects of the book. It was
obvious that he valued their voice and opinions,” Bird said.

Students asked Sher questions such as why he chose to represent characters in a certain way and why
he structured the plot the way he did.

“They were dying to know if there would be a sequel to the book and Emil has already emailed us the
first few chapters of the sequel because he does not believe it will ever be published,” Bird said.

According to Bird, the students were completely engaged during the hour long Skype session.
“They left feeling empowered by an author who valued them as individuals and readers,” she said.

“Through this experience, I hope students have learned the value of voicing their own opinions and how
in today’s world they are able to use technology and social media to connect with individuals outside of
their community and circle of influence.”

“The experience was exciting because Emil has offered to give us the next few chapters for us to read.
We were able to finally hear about how a professional author formulates ideas for a book and hearing
about his decisions for different characters and events in the book. We would love to speak with Emil
again because we still have questions for him and we valued the fact that he took time out of his day to
speak to us,” eighth grade students Darren McDonald and Carson Weiss said.

“In all my years of education I have seen countless author visits. Watching all of our eighth grade stu-
dents interact with Emil on Skype as he sat in his living room was one of the most uplifting educational
activities I have seen in quite a while,” principal Michael Kauffeld said.


